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Preface

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee MB-029, Private Security and 
Detection Dogs.

The inclusion of roles and responsibilities in AS  5350.1:2022 was approved by the Standards 
Development and Accreditation Committee (SDAC) on 6 May 2021 as a one-off exemption to the 
directives of Standardization Guide 006, Rules for the structure and drafting of Australian Standards.

The objective of this document is to specify the requirements for the acquisition, welfare, training, 
deployment and retirement of privately contracted security and detection dogs.

Permission to reproduce extracts from BS 8517-1:2016 and BS 8517-2:2016 is granted by BSI Standards 
Limited (BSI). No other use of this material is permitted.

The terms "normative" and "informative" are used in Standards to define the application of the 
appendices to which they apply. A "normative" appendix is an integral part of a Standard, whereas an 
"informative" appendix is only for information and guidance.
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© Standards Australia Limited 2022

Australian Standard®

Privately contracted security and detection dogs
Part 1: Acquisition, welfare, training, deployment and retirement

Section 1	 Scope and general

1.1 Scope

This document specifies the minimum requirements for the welfare of security dogs (patrol) 
and security dogs (detection) and their acquisition, training, deployment and retirement. In this 
document, security dogs (detection) include both biosecurity detection dogs (BDD) and explosive 
detection dogs (EDD).

This document does not apply to —

(a)	 security dogs that are deployed without supervision; or

(b)	 dogs deployed for conservation detection work.

1.2 Normative references

There are no normative references in this document.

NOTE Documents for informative purposes are listed in the Bibliography.

1.3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

1.3.1
auditory enrichment
<working dogs> complex sensory stimulation using sound to provide significant positive effect on 
behaviour, physiology and overall wellbeing

EXAMPLE	 Music.

Note 1 to entry: This has particular application for working dogs housed in kennel environments.

1.3.2
biosecurity detection
detection of identifiable odours through the deployment of a detection dog

Note 1 to entry: Biosecurity detection is used for managing relevant risks to human, animal and plant life and 
health and associated risks for the environment.

1.3.3
biosecurity detection dog
BDD
detection dog trained specifically to detect biosecurity odours

See also security dog (detection) (1.3.13.1)

1.3.4
competent person
person who has acquired, through education, training, qualification or experience or a combination of 
these, the knowledge and skill enabling that person to perform the task required

Note 1 to entry: Each jurisdiction may have its own regulatory requirements regarding training and qualifications.
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1.3.5
cross-contamination
transfer of contaminants from one surface or component to another

Note 1 to entry: Transfer can occur by migration along a surface, by physical contact, airborne as an aerosol, or as 
a gas or molecular matter.

[SOURCE: ISO 15388:2012(en), 3.1.21]

1.3.6
distractor
non-target odour used to teach a dog to differentiate between the target odour and another

Note 1 to entry: A distractor may be used —

(a)	 environmentally, to deliberately minimize distraction of the dog, e.g. meat in a supermarket; or

(b)	 operationally, to teach the dog to ignore odours used to mask or used in a hide placement during 
training, e.g. latex gloves or human scent.

1.3.7
enrichment
<working dogs> complex social, physical and sensory stimulation offering a significant positive effect 
on behaviour, physiology and overall wellbeing

Note 1 to entry: This has particular application for working dogs housed in kennel environments.

1.3.8
environmentally bold
environmentally sound
<dog attribute> confident, robust, and regains composure easily in stressful conditions

1.3.9
explosive detection dog
EDD
detection dog trained specifically to detect explosive odours

See security dog (detection) (1.3.13.1)

1.3.10
indication
distinct and consistent change in behaviour displayed by the dog to communicate the presence of a 
target odour

EXAMPLE 1	 (Passive) Freeze and stare, sit, and down.

EXAMPLE 2	 (Active) Barking or scratching at the source of the target odour.

1.3.11
may
indicates the existence of an option

1.3.12
nominated veterinarian
veterinarian or veterinary clinic nominated by the security dog facility to provide veterinary care to 
the dogs in that facility

1.3.13
security dog
dog trained and deployed to provide security
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1.3.13.1
security dog (detection)
dog trained and deployed to provide security by detecting odours or explosive devices

See biosecurity detection dog (1.3.3)

See explosive detection dog (1.3.9)

Note 1 to entry: Odours include both biosecurity and explosive scents.

1.3.14
shall
indicates that a statement is mandatory

1.3.15
should
indicates a recommendation

1.3.16
soak time
length of time a hide placement with odour has been positioned to give off scent

1.3.17
trace contamination
residual odour or trace elements settling on or around the contained element

1.3.18
welfare state
mental and physical state of an animal in response to their environment and treatment
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Section 2	 Acquisition

2.1 General

2.1.1 All security dogs

All security dogs shall —

(a)	 be aged at least 18 months and have sufficient mental and physical maturity for the activities 
in which they are engaged;

(b)	 demonstrate high level prey and hunt drive, endurance and a willingness to search;

(c)	 be motivated to work through distraction;

(d)	 be physically fit and environmentally bold or at least sound (e.g. willing to forge through 
scrub, work at heights, work at night, work in proximity to other stimulus such as people and 
other dogs); and

(e)	 be of stable, even temperament and display no aggression to other people or dogs.

NOTE Breed is not relevant where all above criteria are met.

2.1.2 Security dogs (detection)

Security dogs (detection) shall —

(a)	 be aged at least 12 months before being deployed; and

(b)	 avoid strenuous physical impact if aged less than 18 months.

2.2 Purchase

2.2.1 Pre-purchase requirements

Dogs intended for use as security dogs shall be examined by a person competent (1.3.4) in canine 
training and independent of the vendor prior to purchase.

It is recommended that a veterinary screening be conducted on all dogs prior to purchase, see 
Clause 2.2.3.

Examination shall confirm the following:

(a)	 Microchip number.

(b)	 Date of birth.

(c)	 Evidence of ownership by the vendor.

(d)	 Veterinary history correlating to the microchip number.

(e)	 Pedigree papers.

(f)	 Ownership history or records of training and behaviour, if available.
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2.2.2 Purchase report

2.2.2.1 General

Prior to purchase, a report shall be prepared and include the results of the dog’s performance in any 
practical tasks or observations.

2.2.2.2 Trained dogs

If the dog is being purchased as a fully trained security dog, the report shall provide evidence of 
the following:

(a)	 Physical health, see Clause 2.2.3.

(b)	 Temperament, e.g. is the dog stable, outgoing, bold, inquisitive and environmentally sound.

(c)	 Drive determination, e.g. prey and hunt drive needs to be observed. The dog shall conduct a 
search with distraction for a target odour in an unfamiliar area. Other aspects to observe may 
include search duration, no response to distractors or other animals.

(d)	 Indication (1.3.10), e.g. the dog displays the nominated response for “sit”, “down”, or “freeze” 
upon location of the target odour.

2.2.2.3 Untrained dogs

If the dog being purchased is an untrained dog, the report shall provide evidence of the following:

(a)	 Physical health, see Clause 2.2.3.

(b)	 Temperament e.g. is the dog stable, outgoing, bold, inquisitive and environmentally sound.

2.2.3 Veterinary health screen

A veterinary health screen is conducted on all security dogs prior to purchase.

NOTE  1 The health screen includes physical examination of elbows, hips and spine with emphasis on 
musculoskeletal fitness for work, see Appendix A.

NOTE  2 A radiograph may be  deemed necessary after physical examination by the nominated veterinarian 
before the dog commences operational work .

A veterinarian should provide a basic report to the purchaser containing an evaluation of the dog’s 
physical suitability for the proposed security work. 

If a report has been provided, it shall be included in the dog’s veterinary record book (see Clause 3.9.2) 
that accompanies the dog until retirement, see Section 6.

The veterinary health screen should document —

(a)	 results of physical examination;

(b)	 temperature, pulse and respiration;

(c)	 weight or body conditioning score (BCS);

(d)	 vaccination history;

(e)	 radiographs of hips and elbows, if indicated on physical examination;

(f)	 examination of musculoskeletal or gait;

(g)	 abdominal palpation;
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(h)	 examination of genitals;

(i)	 examination of anal sacs;

(j)	 examination of oral cavity;

(k)	 ear examination;

(l)	 examination of integument (skin);

(m)	 eye examination;

(n)	 pain assessment; and

(o)	 blood pressure.

2.2.4 Purchase agreement

Purchase agreements should consist of the following:

(a)	 A written agreement that, upon payment of an agreed price, full ownership of the dog is 
transferred to the purchaser.

(b)	 A document stating the dog is owned by only one person as identified on the dog’s microchip.

(c)	 All other paperwork signed and completed, such as microchip transfer forms.

The purchaser of the dog should be accountable for the dog from the purchase date.

2.3 Individual dog records

This clause has been reproduced and modified with permission granted by BSI Standards Limited.

The following details should be recorded for each security dog:

(a)	 Name.

(b)	 Breed.

(c)	 Previous owner.

(d)	 Age.

(e)	 Colour/markings.

(f)	 Sex.

(g)	 Desexed/entire.

(h)	 Photograph.

(i)	 Microchip number.

(j)	 Vaccinations.

(k)	 Veterinary history.

(m)	 Initial training records and documentation.

(n)	 Management plan/training review records.

(o)	 Ongoing training and management records.

(p)	 Previous incidents.
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