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This Australian Standard® was prepared by Committee CH-041, Forensic Analysis. It was 

approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 25 March 2013. 

This Standard was published on 2 May 2013. 
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• Australian Federal Police Forensic and Data Centres 

• Commonwealth Attorney General’s Department 

• Forensic Science South Australia 

• New South Wales Police Forensic Services Group 

• Northern Territory Police Fire and Emergency Services, Forensic Science Branch 

• Queensland Police Service Forensic Services Branch 
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This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS 5388.4. 

 

Standards Australia wishes to acknowledge the participation of the expert individuals that 

contributed to the development of this Standard through their representation on the Committee 

and through the public comment period. 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 

systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 

are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 

 

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 

using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 

published since the Standard was published. 

 

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can be 

found by visiting www.standards.org.au 

 

Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 

notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 

mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CH-041, Forensic 

Analysis. This Standard is the result of a consensus among the representatives of the 

Committee to produce it as an Australian Standard. 

This Standard is part of a series which includes the following: 

AS  

5388 Forensic analysis 

5388.1 Part 1: Recognition, recording, recovery, transport and storage of material 

5388.2 Part 2: Analysis and examination of material 

5388.3 Part 3: Interpretation 

5388.4 Part 4: Reporting (this Standard) 

The objective of this Standard is to provide requirements and recommendations to assist 

practitioners in the reporting of results and opinions. The provisions of this document are 

aimed at qualified personnel, with demonstrated competence in the use of appropriate 

scientific procedures and techniques in a forensic context. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 

The Committee wishes to acknowledge the support provided by the Commonwealth 

Attorney General’s Department in the development of the Forensic Analysis series 

(AS 5388) as an Australian Government initiative. 
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA 
 

Australian Standard 

Forensic analysis 
 

Part 4:  Reporting 
 

1   SCOPE 

This Standard sets out requirements and recommendations for the reporting of results and 

opinions, derived from scientific data and observation in the analysis and examination of 

physical material, for investigative purposes and which may be used in legal proceedings. 

The areas covered by this document include the following: 

(a) Report types. 

(b) Case file and report review. 

(c) Reporting of results. 

(d) Reporting of opinions. 

The processes of review and reporting apply to results and opinions. 

NOTE: The weighting of opinions is also discussed in AS 5388.3. 

Though intended primarily for use in reporting the forensic analysis of physical material, 

this Standard may also apply to the reporting of the forensic analysis of digital evidence. 

2   REFERENCED AND RELATED DOCUMENTS 

2.1   Referenced documents 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS  

2706 Numerical values—Rounding and interpretation of limiting values 

5388 Forensic analysis 

5388.1 Part 1: Recognition, recording, recovery, transport and storage of material 

5388.2 Part 2: Analysis and examination of material 

5388.3 Part 3: Interpretation 

ISO/IEC   

17025 General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories

2.2   Related documents 

Further information may be found in the following documents: 

Keane, PA 2011, Practice Note CM7 Expert Witnesses in Proceedings in the Federal Court

of Australia, Federal Court of Australia. 

Midwestern Association of Forensic Scientists 2006, Code of Ethics, 

http://www.mafs.net/code-of-ethics  

Scientific Working Group on Materials Analysis, January 2009, Expert reporting guideline. 

Forensic Science Communications Vol 11 No 1. 

Uniform Civil Procedure Rules (Amendment No 12) 2006 under the Civil Procedure 

Act 2005, Regulation 31.23—Code of conduct. 

Uniform Civil Procedure Rules (Amendment No 12) 2006 under the Civil Procedure 

Act 2005, Schedule 7—Expert witness code of conduct. A
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Manuals 

National Association of Testing Authorities 2013. Forensic Science ISO/IEC 17025 

Application Document, National Association of Testing Authorities, Australia. 

Reports 

Campbell, A 2011, The fingerprint inquiry report, APS Group, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Expert Working Group on Human Factors in Latent Print Analysis 2012, Latent Print 

Examination and Human Factors: Improving the Practice through a Systems Approach. 

U.S. Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and Technology. 

National Research Council 2009, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States:

A Path Forward. National Academies Press. 

3   DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

Definitions and abbreviations are contained in Appendix A of this document and in the 

other parts of the AS 5388 series. 

4   UNDERPINNING PRINCIPLES 

In a forensic context, physical material is collected, examined and/or analysed to produce 

data. The data are evaluated by examiners to produce information, which may lead to 

further testing and/or be reported as results without further interpretation. 

NOTES:  

1 Crime scene examination, including arson, explosion, clandestine laboratory and other similar 

examination, is more fully dealt with in AS 5388.1.  

2 The analysis of material is more fully dealt with in AS 5388.2. 

Results may also form a basis for interpretation by examiners to derive opinions. Opinions 

are based upon the assessment of results in the context of hypotheses, involve professional 

judgement, and may take into account the circumstances of the incident under investigation. 

Such circumstances may inform an opinion but should not be allowed to influence an 

opinion. 

NOTE: The derivation of results and opinions is more fully described in AS 5388.3. 

Reports are a mechanism for communicating results and opinions.  

5   GENERAL PROVISIONS  

In all instances, the author of a forensic report shall be concerned solely with reporting the 

results and opinions based on forensic examinations. Reports should be clear to the reader, 

so that it is readily understood what was done, what was concluded and the limitations 

associated with the process.  

All reports shall be fit for purpose (see Clause 7 for report formats and Clause 9 for report 

contents). 

Terminology that is readily understood by non-specialist persons should be used. Any terms 

that are not in common usage or for which the specialist usage differs from the common 

usage should be clearly defined (e.g. in a glossary appended to the report). 

During an ongoing investigation or inquiry, one or multiple reports may be provided, 

depending on the scope of the request. The results of forensic examinations may be reported 

orally to a client, by written report(s) or by electronic communication(s). 

Oral reports and emails should be concise and unambiguous. 

All written reports should be reviewed prior to issue (see Clauses 6 and 10). 

Where prior review of a report is not possible, the report shall contain an appropriate 

caveat. 
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