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RECONFIRMATION 

OF

AS 5605 SUPP 1—2007

Guide to the safe use of preservative-treated timber—Consumer safety information 

sheet—Copper chromium arsenic(CCA)-treated timber

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE

Technical Committee TM-012 has  reviewed the content of this  publication and in 

accordance with Standards  Australia procedures  for reconfirmation,  it has  been 

determined that the publication is  still  valid and does  not require change.

Certain documents  referenced in the publication may have been amended since the 

original date of publication.  Users  are advised to ensure that they are using the latest 

versions  of such documents  as  appropriate,  unless  advised otherwise in this  

Reconfirmation Notice.

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards  Australia procedures  for 

reconfirmation on 27  April  201 7.  
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GUIDE TO THE SAFE USE OF PRESERVATIVE-TREATED TIMBER 

CONSUMER SAFETY INFORMATION  SHEET 

Supplement 1  to  AS 5605—2007

I SBN  0  7337  81 25  X  READ OTHER SIDE  ?  

COPPER CHROME ARSENIC(CCA)-TREATED TIMBER

GENERAL 

Copper chrome arsenic (CCA)  is  a  broad  spectrum preservative  and  the  treatment protects 
timber from  decay,  borer and  termite attack.  

Under some circumstances,  exposure to  CCA-treated  timber may be  hazardous and  
precautions  shou ld  be  taken  both  when  hand l ing  CCA-treated  timber and  in  determin ing  
where to  use or d ispose of the material .  

Timber treated  wi th  CCA is  general ly identifiable  by i ts  g reen  appearance,  but weathering ,  
timber species and  formulation  d ifferences wi l l  sometimes make the identification  d ifficu lt.  

CCA shou ld  not be  used  to  treat timber in tended  for garden  furni ture,  p icn ic tables,  exterior 
seating,  ch i ld ren  play equipment,  patio and  domestic decking,  and  handrai ls.  

SAFETY INFORMATION  

Use CCA-treated  timber should  NOT be used  in  the  fol lowing  si tuations 
or appl ications:  

? Where i t  wi l l  be  in  d irect contact wi th  foodstuffs  (e. g . ,  storage bins,
crates,  beeh ives,  si los,  etc. ) .

? Counter tops,  cutting  boards or food  preparation  surfaces.

? Where i t  wi l l  be  in  d i rect contact with  drinking  water (e. g . ,  tanks,
troughs,  etc. ) .

Handl ing  The fol lowing  precautions should  be taken  when  handl ing  
CCA-treated  timber:  

?  Avoid  hand l ing  or sawing  fresh ly treated  timber.

?  Avoid  prolonged  or frequent inhalation  of sawdust.  A dust mask in
accordance with  AS  1 71 6  shou ld  be  used  i f ai rborne sawdust is  being  
generated .   

?  Keep  work areas  clean  and  maintain  ai rborne dust levels  below
maximum recommended  exposure standards.  

?  Wear protective  g loves  (see AS 21 61 . 1 ,  AS  21 61 . 2,  AS  21 61 . 1 0. 1 ,
AS 21 61 . 1 0.2  and  AS 21 61 . 1 0.3) .  

?  Clean  up  and  d ispose of al l  sawdust and  construction  debris  after
completion  of al l  construction  work.  
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