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Guide to the safe use of preservative-treated timber -  Consumer Safety 

Information Sheet -  Creosote or pigment-emulsified creosote (PEC)-treated timber

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE

Technical Committee TM-012 has  reviewed the content of this  publication and in 

accordance with Standards  Australia procedures  for reconfirmation,  it has  been 

determined that the publication is  still  valid and does  not require change.

Certain documents  referenced in the publication may have been amended since the 

original date of publication.  Users  are advised to ensure that they are using the latest 

versions  of such documents  as  appropriate,  unless  advised otherwise in this  

Reconfirmation Notice.

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards  Australia procedures  for 

reconfirmation on 27  April  201 7.  
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CONSUMER SAFETY INFORMATION  SHEET 
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CREOSOTE OR PIGMENT-EMULSIFIED CREOSOTE-

TREATED TIMBER  

GENERAL 

The principal  use of creosote and  p igment-emulsified  creosote (PEC)  is  to  protect timber 
against decay,  termites and  marine  borers.  They are  main ly used  in  the  pressure 
impregnation  of timber for heavy-duty appl ications  such  as  power and  telephone poles,  
p i l ings,  s leepers,  and  for g round  l ine maintenance of these appl ications.  

Timber treated  wi th  oi l -borne preservatives is  visual ly identifiable  and  may have a  
characteristic,  pungent odour.  Compared  to  creosote,  PEC offers  a  sim i lar degree of 
preservation  and  leaves a  comparatively d ry surface to  the  treated  timber.  PEC may also 
reduce the exposure  of the  publ ic to  creosote in  the  treated  timber.  

SAFETY INFORMATION  

Use Creosote- or PEC-treated  timber should  NOT be used  in  the  
fol lowing  si tuations or appl ications:  

? Where i t  wi l l  be  in  d irect contact wi th  foodstuffs  (e. g . ,  storage bins,
crates,  beeh ives,  si los,  etc. ) .

? Counter tops,  cutting  boards or food  preparation  surfaces.

? Where i t  wi l l  be  in  d i rect contact with  drinking  water (e. g . ,  tanks,
troughs,  etc. ) .

Handl ing  The fol lowing  precautions  should  be taken  when  handl ing  
creosote- or PEC-treated  timber:  

?  Avoid  hand l ing  or sawing  fresh ly treated  timber.

?  Avoid  prolonged  or frequent inhalation  of sawdust.  A dust mask in
accordance with  AS  1 71 6  shou ld  be  used  i f ai rborne sawdust is  being  
generated .  

?  Keep  work areas  clean  and  maintain  ai rborne dust levels  below
maximum recommended  exposure standards.  

?  Wear protective  g loves  (see AS 21 61 . 1 ,  AS  21 61 . 2,  AS  21 61 . 1 0. 1 ,
AS 21 61 . 1 0.2  and  AS 21 61 . 1 0.3) .  

?  Wear eye protection  when  using  power saws or machin ing.

?  Wash  hands  and  face after working  with  treated  timber and  before
eating ,  d rinking  or smoking .  
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