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GUIDE TO THE SAFE USE OF PRESERVATIVE-TREATED TIMBER 

CONSUMER SAFETY INFORMATION  SHEET 

Supplement 6  to  AS 5605—2007

I SBN  0  7337  81 30  6  READ OTHER SIDE  ?  

BIFENTHRIN-TREATED TIMBER  

GENERAL 

Bifenthrin  is  a  synthetic pyrethroid  that is  ideal ly su i ted  to  use  as  an  insecticide for 
protection  of sol id  timber and  veneer-based  and  wood  composite  products.  Bifenthrin-
treated  timber is  on ly su i table  for use  in  internal  appl ications where protection  from  
termites and  other wood-destroying  insects is  requ ired .  

Bifenthrin  is  appl ied  to  timber ei ther by spraying ,  d ipping,  vacuum  impregnation  or as  a  
g lue l ine add i tive.  

SAFETY INFORMATION  

Use Bifenthrin-treated  timber should  NOT be used  in  the fol lowing  
si tuations  or appl ications:  

? Where i t  wi l l  be  in  d irect contact wi th  foodstuffs  (e. g . ,  storage bins,
crates,  beeh ives,  si los,  etc. ) .

? Counter tops,  cutting  boards or food  preparation  surfaces.

? Where i t  wi l l  be  in  d i rect contact with  drinking  water (e. g . ,  tanks,
troughs,  etc. ) .

Handl ing  The fol lowing  precautions  should  be taken  when  handl ing  
bifenthrin-treated  timber:  

?  Avoid  hand l ing  or sawing  fresh ly treated  timber.

?  Avoid  prolonged  or frequent inhalation  of sawdust.  A dust mask in
accordance with  AS  1 71 6  shou ld  be  used  i f ai rborne sawdust is  being  
generated .  

?  Keep  work areas  clean  and  maintain  ai rborne dust levels  below
maximum recommended  exposure standards.  

?  Wear protective  g loves  (see AS 21 61 . 1 ,  AS  21 61 . 2,  AS  21 61 . 1 0. 1 ,
AS 21 61 . 1 0.2  and  AS 21 61 . 1 0.3) .  

?  Clean  up  and  d ispose of al l  sawdust and  construction  debris  after
completion  of al l  construction  work.  

?  Wear eye protection  when  using  power saws or machin ing.

?  Wash  hands  and  face after working  with  treated  timber and  before
eating ,  d rinking  or smoking .  
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