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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards
Australia web site at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard
in the on-line catalogue.

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each
year, and the monthly magazine, The Australian Standard, has a full listing of
revisions and amendments published each month.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.com.au, or write to the Chief
Executive, Standards Australia International Ltd, GPO Box 5420, Sydney, NSW
2001.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 03096.
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AS ISO 9705—2003 (Reconfirmed) 2016-05-27

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

RECONFIRMATION

OF
AS ISO 9705—2003
Fire tests— Full-scale room test for surface products

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE

Technical Committee FP-018 has reviewed the content of this publication and in
accordance with Standards Australia procedures for reconfirmation, it has been
determined that the publication is still valid and does not require change.

Certain documents referenced in the publication may have been amended since the
original date of publication. Users are advised to ensure that they are using the latest
versions of such documents as appropriate, unless advised otherwise in this
Reconfirmation Notice.

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards Australia procedures for
reconfirmation on 18 November 2015.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee FP-018, Fire
Safety. After consultation with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an Australian/New
Zealand Standard.

This Standard is identical with and has been reproduced from ISO 9705:1993, Fire tests—Full-scale
room test for surface products.

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables, figures or clauses are deemed to be
requirements of this Standard.

As this Standard is reproduced from an international Standard, the following applies:

(a)  Its number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown only on the cover and
title page.

(b) In the source text ‘this International Standard’ should read °‘this Australian Standard’.

(c) A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.
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INTRODUCTION

This method is intended to describe the fire behaviour of a product under
controlled laboratory conditions.

The test method may be used as part of a fire hazard assessment which
takes into account all of the factors which are pertinent to an assessment
of the fire hazard of a particular end use.
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AUSTRALIAN STANDARD
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WARNING — So that suitable precautions can be ta to safeguard health, the attention of all
concerned in fire tests is drawn to the possibility that toxic or harmful gases can be evolved during

combustion of test specimens.

The test procedures involve high temperatures and combustion processes from ignition to a fully
developed room fire. Therefore, hazards can exist for burns, ignition of extraneous obiects or
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avoiding exposure to toxic gases.

This International Standard specifies a test method
that simulates a fire that under well ventilated con-
ditions starts in a corner of a small room with a single
open doorway.

The method is intended to evaluate the contribution
to fire growth provided by a surface product using a
specified ignition source.

A standard ignition source is specified, but other al-
ternatives are allowed. It should, however, be noted
that the type, position and heat output of the ignition
source will considerably influence the fire growth.

The method is especially suitable for products that for
some reason cannot be tested in a small laboratory
scale, for example thermoplastic materials, the effect
of an insulating substrate, joints, surfaces with great
irregularity.

The method is not intended to evaluate the fire re-
sistance of a product.

A test performed in accordance with the method
specified in this International Standard provides data
for the early stages of a fire from ignition up to
flashover.

www.standards.com.au
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2 Normative reference

The following standard contains provisions which,
through reference in this text, constitute provisions
of this International Standard. At the time of publi-
cation, the edition indicated was valid. All standards
are subject to revision, and parties to agreements
based on this International Standard are encouraged
to investigate the possibility of applying the most re-
cent edition of the standard indicated below. Mem-
bers of IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently
valid International Standards.

ISO 3261:1975, Fire tests — Vocabulary.

3 Definitions

For the purposes of this International Standard, the
definitions given in ISO 3261 and the following defi-
nitions apply.

3.1 assembly: Fabrication of materials and/or com-
posites, for example, sandwich panels.

NOTE 1 An assembly may include an air gap.

3.2 composite: Combination of materials which are
generally recognized in building construction as dis-
crete entities, for example, coated or laminated ma-
terials.
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3.3 exposed surface: That surface of the product
subjected to the heating conditions of the test.

3.4 material: Single substance or uniformly dis-
persed mixture, for example, metal, stone, timber,
concrete, mineral fibre, polymers.

3.5 product: Material, composite or assembly about
which information is required.

3.6 specimen: Representative piece of the product
which is to be tested together with any substrate or
treatment.

NOTE 2  The specimen may include an air gap.

3.7 surface product: Any part of a building that
constitutes an exposed surface on the interior walls
and/or the ceiling such as panels, tiles, boards, wall
papers, sprayed or brushed coatings.

4 Principle

The potential for fire spread to other objects in the
room, remote from the ignition source, is evaluated
by measurements of the total heat flux incident on a
heat flux meter located on the centre of the floor.

The potential for fire spread to objects outside the
room of origin is evaluated by the measurement of
the total rate of heat release of the fire.

An indication of the toxic hazard is provided by the
measurement of certain toxic gases.

The hazard of reduced visibility is estimated by the
measurement of production of light-obscuring smoke.

The fire growth is visually documented by photo-
graphic and/or video recording.

NOTE 3  If further information is required, measurements
of the gas temperature in the room and the mass flow in
and out the doorway may be performed.

5 Fire test room

5.1 The room (see figure 1) shall consist of four
walls at right angles, a floor and a ceiling and shall
have the following inner dimensions:

a) length: 3,6 m + 0,05 m;
b) width: 2,4 m + 0,05 m;
¢) height: 2,4 m + 0,05 m.

The room shall be placed indoors in an essentially
draught free, heated space, large enough to ensure
that there is no influence on the test fire. In order to
facilitate the mounting of the instruments and of the
ignition source, the test room may be placed so that
the floor can be reached from beneath.

5.2 There shall be a doorway in the centre of one
of the 2,4 m x 2,4 m walls and no other wall, floor or
ceiling shall have any openings that allow ventilation.
The doorway shall have the following dimensions:

a) width: 0,8 m + 0,01 m;

b) height: 2,0 m 4+ 0,01 m.
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Dimensions in metres
2.4

0.4

3,6

Front view

0,8

Top view

Figure 1 — Fire test room

5.3 The test room shall be constructed of non-
combustible material with a density of 500 kg m 3to
800 kg m™ . The minimum thickness of the con-
struction shall be 20 mm.

6 Ignition source

6.1 Recommended sources
It is recommended to use one of the ignition sources
specified in annex A to which the following require-
ments apply. !

6.1.1 The ignition source shall be a propane gas
burner having a square top surface layer of a porous,
inert material, e.g. sand. The construction shall be
such that an even gas flow is achieved over the entire
opening area.
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The ignition source is a propane gas burner that con-
sumes relatively large amounts of gas. The attention
is therefore drawn to the following warning.

WARNING — All equipment such as tubes, coup-
lings, flowmeters, etc. shall be approved for pro-
pane. The installations shall be performed in
accordance with existing regulations.

The burner should, for reasons of safety, be
equipped with a remote-controlled ignition de-
vice, for example a pilot flame or a glow wire.
There should be a warning system for leaking gas
and a valve for immediate and automatic cut-off
of the gas supply in case of extinction of the ig-
nition flame.

6.1.2 The burner shall be placed on the floor in a

corner opposite to the doorway wall. The burner walls
shall be in contact with the specimen.
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6.1.3 The burner shall be supplied with natural grade
propane (95 % purity). The gas flow to the burner
shall be measured with an accuracy of at least
+ 3 %. The heat output to the burner shall be
controlled within + 5 % of the prescribed value.

6.2 Alternative sources

Alternative sources as specified in annex B may also
be used.

7 Heat flux instrumentation in the fire
room

This clause specifies minimum requirements for heat
flux instrumentation in the fire room. Additional infor-
mation and designs can be found in annex C.

7.1 Specification

The heat flux meter shall be of the Gardon (foil) or the
Schmidt-Boelter (thermopile) type with a design range
of about 50 kW m~2 The target area shall be a flat
black surface having a view angle of 180°. The heat
flux meter shall have an accuracy of at least + 3 %
and a repeatability within 0,5 %. In operation, the
meter shall be maintained at a constant temperature
(within + 5 °C) above the dew point.

7.2 Location

The heat flux meter shall be mounted at the geomet-
ric centre of the floor. The target area shall be 5 mm
to 30 mm above the floor surface. Radiation shall not
pass through any window before reaching the target.

7.3 Calibration

The calibration of the heat flux meter shall be checked
whenever required, by comparison with two instru-
ments held as reference standards and not used for
any other purpose. One of the reference standards

NOTE 4  An example procedure is given in BS 6809.

8 Hood and exhaust duct

The system for collecting the combustion products
shall have a capacity and be designed in such a way
that all of the combustion products ieaving the fire
room through the doorway during a test are collected.
The system shall not disturb the fire-induced flow in
the doorway. The exhaust capacity shall be at least
3,5m> s~ at normal pressure and a temperature of
25 °C.

NOTE 5 An example of one design of hood and an ex-
haust duct is given in annex D.

9 Instrumentation in the exhaust duct

This clause specifies minimum requirements for
instrumentation in the exhaust duct. Additional infor-
mation and designs can be found in annex E.

9.1 Volume flow rate

The volume flow rate in the exhaust duct shall be
measured to an accuracy of at least + 5 %.

The response time to a stepwise change of the duct
flow rate shall be a maximum of 1 s at 90 % of the
final value.

9.2 Gas analysis

9.2.1 Sampling line

The gas samples shall be taken in the exhaust duct
at a position where the combustion products are uni-
formly mixed. The sampling line shall be made from
an inert material which will not influence the concen-
tration of the gas species to be analysed. (See
annex E.)

9.2.2 Oxygen

The oxygen consumption shall be measured with an
accuracy of at least + 0,05 % (V/V) oxygen. The oxy-
gen analyser shall have a time constant not exceeding
3 s. (See annex E.)

9.2.3 Carbon monoxide and carbon dioxide

The gas species shall be measured using analysers
having an accuracy of at least + 0,1 % (V/V) for car-
bon dioxide and + 0,02 % (V/V) for carbon monoxide.
The analysers shall have a time constant not exceed-
ing 3 s. (See annex E.)

9.2.1 General
The optical density of the smoke is determined by
measuring the light obscuration with a system con-
sisting of a lamp, lenses, an aperture and a photocell,
(see figure 2). The system shall be constructed in such
a way as to ensure that soot deposits during the test
do not reduce the light transmission by more than
5 %.
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