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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards  are  living documents  which reflect progress  in science,  technology and 
systems.  To  maintain their currency,  all  Standards  are  periodically reviewed,  and 
new editions  are  published.  Between editions,  amendments  may be  issued.  
Standards  may also  be  withdrawn.  It is  important that readers  assure  themselves 
they are  using a current Standard,  which should include  any amendments  which 
may have  been published since  the Standard was  purchased.  

Detailed information about j oint Australian/New Zealand Standards  can be  found by 
visiting the  Standards  Web  Shop  at www.standards.com.au or Standards  New 
Zealand web  site  at www. standards.co.nz and looking up  the  relevant Standard in 
the  on-line  catalogue.  
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Zealand offer a number of update  options.  For information about these  services,  
users  should contact their respective national Standards  organization.  

We also  welcome suggestions  for improvement in our Standards,  and especially 
encourage  readers  to  notify us  immediately of any apparent inaccuracies  or 
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Standards  Australia or Standards  New Zealand at the  address  shown on the  back 
cover.  
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PREFACE 

This  Standard was  prepared by the  Joint Standards  Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee  AV-003 ,  Acoustics,  Human Effects  to  supersede  AS/NZS  1 269.0: 1 998,  

Occupational noise  management,  Part 0:  Overview.  

This  is  Part 0  in a series  of Standards as  follows:  

AS/NZS    

1 269  Occupational noise  management 

1 269.0  Part 0:  Overview and general  requirements (this  Standard) 

1 269.1  Part 1 :  Measurement and assessment of noise immission and exposure  

1 269.2  Part 2:  Noise  control management 

1 269.3  Part 3 :  Hearing protector program 

1 269.4  Part 4:  Auditory assessment 

The  obj ective  of this  series  of Standards  is  to  provide  requirements and guidance  on all  

facets  of occupational  noise  management.  It is  recommended that the  reader refer to  all  

parts  of the  AS/NZS  1 269  series  to  better understand all  relevant terminology and 

obj ectives of occupational noise  management.  

The  obj ective  of this  Part is  to  provide  an overview to  the series  of Standards on 

occupational  noise  management and to  give  requirements  and guidance  on adopting an 

integrated approach to  occupational noise  management.  

The  main changes  from the  1 998  edition of the  Standard are  the  inclusion of the informative 

appendices  on ototoxic agents  and acoustic  shock.  In addition,  the key steps in a noise 

management program are set out as  requirements.  

The  term ‘ informative’  has  been used in this  Standard to  define  the  application of the 

appendix to  which it applies.  An ‘ informative’  appendix is  only for information and 

guidance.  

Exposure  standards  for occupational  noise  in Australia are  declared in the  National 

Standard for Occupational Noise  [NOHSC:1 007(2000)]  which is  published by the  National 

Occupational  Health and Safety Commission.  Commonwealth,  State and Territory 

legislation provide  the  actual  noise  exposure  standards  in force in each j urisdiction.  In New 

Zealand the  Health and Safety in  Employment Act  (1 992)  and the  Health and Safety in  

Employment Regulations  (1 995)  Part 2:  Duties  in  relation  to  management of particular 

hazards  provide the relevant noise exposure  standards.  
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Part 0:   Overview and  general  requ irements  
 

1    SCOPE 

This  Standard provides  an overview of the  AS/NZS  1 269  series  and general  requirements 

on occupational  noise  management.  The  series  deals  with noise  as  it affects  hearing,  but 

does  not deal  with other effects  of noise.  It also  provides  an integrated approach to 

establishing,  implementing and evaluating an occupational noise  management program.  

The  setting of occupational  noise  criteria is  not within the  scope  of this  series  of Standards.  

Such criteria are  set by regulations  or organizational policy,  not by Standards Australia or 

Standards  New Zealand.  Exposure  standards  may be  found in the  occupational  health and 

safety or related regulations that are  applicable  for the  workplace  under assessment.  Criteria 

lower than these exposure standards  may be set by the organization’ s  noise policy.  

NOTE:  Noise  constitutes  only one  of many relevant workplace  issues  which should be  considered 

for assessment as  a component of an occupational health and safety survey.  The AS/NZS  1 269  

series  addresses  the  most relevant issues  associated with occupational noise  management.  It  does 

not deal with associated issues  such as  community noise  and general  environmental noise.  Further 

advice  on those  issues  should be  sought from the  Standards  that deal with these  issues.  

In undertaking an overall  occupational health and safety survey,  the  program should be  carefully 

planned to  ensure  that the  need for assessment of all  other pertinent occupational health and 

safety issues  is  considered.  

2   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to  in this  Standard:  

AS/NZS    

1 269  Occupational noise  management 

1 269.1  Part 1 :  Measurement and assessment of noise immission and exposure  

1 269.2  Part 2:  Noise  control management 

1 269.3  Part 3 :  Hearing protector program 

1 269.4  Part 4:  Auditory assessment 

1 270  Acoustics—Hearing protectors  

3   DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this  Standard,  the definitions below apply.  

3.1    Emission 

The radiation of sound from a sound source.  

NOTE:  See  Paragraph A2  of Appendix A.  

3.2    Excessive noise  

Noise  above the  noise  exposure  criteria as  set by the  relevant statutory authorities  or by the 

organization’ s  noise policy,  whichever is  the lower.  
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