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1 AS/NZS 1580.481.1.8:1998

Australian/New Zealand Standard™

Paints and related materials—Methods of test

Method 481.1.8: Coatings—Exposed to
weathering—Degree of cracking

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee CH/3, Paints and Related Materials, to supersede AS 1580.481.1.8–1991.
This Standard is based on ISO 4628.4—1982, Paints and varnishes—Evaluation of
degradation of paint coatings—Designation of intensity, quantity and size of common defect,
Part 4: Designation of degree of cracking, but excludes defects classed as checking. In this
edition, the assessment of cracking has been clarified in Clause 7.

METHOD

1 SCOPE This Standard describes a method for determining the degree of cracking in a
paint film that has been exposed to weathering conditions.

2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:
AS
1580 Paints and related materials—Methods of test
1580.481.0 Part 481.0: Coatings—Guide to assessing paint systems exposed to weathering

conditions
AS/NZS
1580 Paint and related materials—Methods of test
1580.457.1 Method 457.1: Resistance to natural weathering
ISO
4628 Paints and varnishes—Evaluation of degradation of paint coatings—Designation

of intensity, quantity and size of common types of defect
4628.4 Part 4: Designation of degree of cracking

3 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions in AS 1580.481.0
apply.

4 PRINCIPLE The test film is superficially cleaned with water, then visually evaluated
for the degree of cracking, using a microscope or magnifying glass of 10× magnification, by
comparison with diagrammatic reference standards showing rated stages of cracking.

NOTE: The diagrammatic reference standards have been adopted from ISO 4628.4.
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