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Portable fire extinguishers 

Part 2:  Specific requirements for water type 
extinguishers 
 

1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies requirements for portable rechargeable fire extinguishers of the 

water type. 

2   APPLICATION 

Portable, rechargeable, water fire extinguishers shall comply with AS/NZS 1841.1 and the 

requirements of this Standard. 

Where requirements differ, this Standard shall take precedence. 

3   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS/NZS 

1841 Portable fire extinguishers 

1841.1 Part 1: General requirements 

1850 Portable fire extinguishers—Classification, rating and performance testing 

4   EXTINGUISHANT 

Water, to which may be added corrosion inhibitors, freezing point depressants and wetting 

agents. Such additions shall not cause the solution to be corrosive, flammable, combustible 

or toxic. 

5   ASSIGNED FIRE RATING 

Extinguishers without additives having a capacity of 9 L or more may be deemed to have 

achieved a test fire rating of 2A in accordance with AS/NZS 1850, provided the discharge 

jet is maintained at an effective range of 6 m for a period of not less than 60 s and the 

required discharge takes place in not more than 120 s. 

6   MARKING 

In addition to the requirements of AS/NZS 1841.1, every water-type extinguisher shall be 

marked with the following: 

(a) Where an extinguisher is or is to be filled with potable water, or potable water to 

which additives may be added to combat local conditions, such as corrosion inhibitors 

or freezing point depressants, the word ‘WATER’. 

Where the manufacturer recommends the use of additives to combat local conditions, 

the manufacturer shall identify the additive on the label and on the service 

instructions. 

(b) Where an extinguisher is or is to be filled with water plus a performance enhancing 

additive, such as a wetting agent, then the words ‘WATER WITH ADDITIVES’. 

(c) The size in terms of the volume of extinguishant, in litres. 
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This Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical Committee FP-003, Fire Extinguishers. It was approved on behalf 

of the Council of Standards Australia on 20 June 2007 and on behalf of the Council of Standards New Zealand on 6 July 2007 and 

published on 31 August 2007. 

 

The following are represented on Committee FP-003: 

Association of Accredited Certification Bodies 
Australasian Fire Authorities Council 
Australian Building Codes Board 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
Certification Interests (Australia) 
Fire Protection Association Australia 
Fire Protection Association New Zealand 
Institution of Fire Engineers 
Insurance Council of New Zealand 
WorkCover New South Wales 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are 
periodically reviewed, and new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. Standards may also be withdrawn. It 
is important that readers assure themselves they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which may have been 
published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by visiting the Standards Web Shop at 
www.standards.com.au or Standards New Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-line 
catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings 
or notification of revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of update 
options. For information about these services, users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for the improvement in our Standards, and especially encourage readers to notify us immediately of any 
apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either Standards Australia International or 
Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back cover. 

 

Originated in Australia in part as part of AS A31—1937. 

Revised and designated AS 1841—1976 and AS 1842—1976. 
Third edition 1985. 

AS 1841—1985 and AS 1842—1985 revised, amalgamated and 

designated, in part, as AS 1841.2—1992. 
Originated in New Zealand in part as NZSS 1243:1962. 

Final New Zealand edition NZS 4506:1978. 

AS 1841.2—1992 and part of NZS 4506:1978 jointly revised, 
amalgamated and designated AS/NZS 1841.2:1997. 

Second edition 2007. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 06678. 
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