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AS/NZS 2425:2015 

This  Joint Australian/New Zealand S tandard was prepared by Joint Technical  
Committee BD-084,  S teel  Reinforcing and Prestressing Materials.  It was  approved 
on behalf of the  Council  of S tandards  Australia on 7  April  201 5  and on behalf of 
the  Council  of S tandards  New Zealand on 1 7  March 201 5 .   
This  S tandard was published on 29  June 201 5 .  
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Keeping Standards  up-to-date 

Standards  are living documents  which reflect progress  in science,  technology and 
systems.  To  maintain their currency,  all  S tandards  are  periodically reviewed,  and 
new editions  are  published.  Between editions,  amendments  may be issued.  
S tandards  may also  be withdrawn.  It is  important that readers  assure themselves  
they are  using a current Standard,  which should include any amendments  which 
may have been published since  the S tandard was purchased.  

Detailed information about j oint Australian/New Zealand Standards  can be  found by 
visiting the S tandards  Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or S tandards  New 
Zealand web site  at www.standards.co.nz and looking up  the  relevant S tandard in 
the  on-line catalogue.  

For more frequent listings  or notification of revisions,  amendments  and 
withdrawals,  S tandards  Australia and Standards  New Zealand offer a number of 
update options.  For information about these services,  users  should contact their 
respective national  S tandards  organization.  

We also  welcome suggestions  for improvement in our S tandards,  and especially 
encourage readers  to  notify us  immediately of any apparent inaccuracies  or 
ambiguities.  Please  address  your comments  to  the  Chief Executive  of either 
S tandards  Australia or S tandards  New Zealand at the address  shown on the back 
cover.  

 

This  Standard was issued in draft form for comment as  DR AS/NZS 2425:2014.  
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PREFACE 

This  S tandard was prepared by the Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee  

BD-084,  S teel  Reinforcing and Prestressing Materials.  

The obj ective of this  S tandard is  to  specify product performance requirements  and test 

methods for bar chairs  and spacers  in reinforced concrete.  

Consideration was given to  inclusion of durability requirements.  However,  the Committee 

resolved that specification of durability resided with the design Standards (such as  AS  3600 

Concrete structures,  and NZS  3 1 01  series,  Concrete structures Standard),  except for 

concrete  bar chairs  where impermeability is  intrinsic  to  their performance and is  not 

covered in the  design Standards.  

To  permit (relevant)  industries  time to  adjust to  this  new Standard giving consideration to  

existing stockholding and the need to  ensure consistent supply,  a realistic  implementation 

phase of 1 8  months  is  proposed.  Amendments  to  design Standards,  which may reference  

this  S tandard and subsequent referencing in building regulations  such as  the  National 

Construction Code (Australia)  usually take significantly longer than the implementation 

phase proposed.  
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FOREWORD 

To date,  there has  been no minimum test S tandard for the load-carrying performance of bar 

chairs  in reinforced concrete used in Australia and New Zealand.  Unsatisfactory 

manufacture and application of bar chairs,  leading to  the misplacement of steel  

reinforcement,  may compromise structural  strength and reduce the durability of reinforced 

concrete.  

This  S tandard aims to  put in place minimum acceptable load-carrying limits  to  avert these 

pitfalls.  

As  part of the preparation of this  S tandard,  Committee BD-084 considered an extensive 

range of technical  papers,  company literature and available S tandards throughout the world.  

Substantial  research provided sufficient information for the committee to  proceed in a 

direction suitable for Australia’ s  requirements.  The overall  performance of any bar chair 

relies  fundamentally on the correct placement and fixing of the steel  reinforcement to  the 

chair.  This  is  particularly critical  with continuous bar chairs  because they rely on the load 

spread of a properly-tied reinforcement mat to  ensure maintenance of cover during 

construction.  

The Committee recognizes  that construction practices  are subj ect to  frequent innovation;  

support for steel  reinforcement is  no  exception.  While the Committee cannot cover all  

possible innovations,  the underlying principles  of this  S tandard could be applied to  evaluate  

the suitability of products  not specifically addressed.  
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