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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Australia web site at www.standards.com.au or Standards
New Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard
in the on-line catalogue.

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services,
users should contact their respective national Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
Standards Australia International or Standards New Zealand at the address shown
on the back cover.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 03169.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/ Standards New Zealand
Committee HE-003, Medical Electrical Equipment.

This Standard is identical with and has been reproduced from IEC 60601-2-46:1998,
Medical electrical equipment—Part 2-46: Particular requirements for the safety of
operating tables.

The objective of this Standard is to specify safety requirements for operating tables,
whether or not having electrical parts, including transporters, used for the transportation of
the table top to or from the base or pedestal of an operating table with detachable table top.

Please note that in Clause 24, Stability in NORMAL USE, Committee HE-003 considers
that reference to Figure 102 is not adequate if designed for a patient in lithotomy position.
All four leg weights should be placed across the lower ‘abdominal’ area and the body
positioned on the end of table designed for leg elevation.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ are used to define the application of the annex to
which they apply. A normative annex is an integral part of a standard, whereas an
informative annex is only for information and guidance.

Asthis Standard is reproduced from an international Standard, the following applies:

(@) Its number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown only on the
cover and title page.

(b) Inthe source text ‘this International Standard’ should read ‘this Australian Standard’.
(c) A full point substitutes for acomma when referring to a decimal marker.

References to International Standards should be replaced by references to Australian or
Australian/New Zealand Standards as follows:

Reference to International Standard Australian/New Zealand Standard

IEC AS/NZS

60601 Medical electrical equipment 3200 Medical electrical equipment

60601-1 Part 1: General requirements for 3200.1.0Part 1.0: General requirements for
safety saf ety—Parent Standard

60601-2-2Part 2: Particular requirements for 3200.2.2Part 2.2: Particular requirements
the safety of high-frequency for safety—High frequency surgical
surgical equipment equipment
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INTRODUCTION

This Particular Standard amends and supplements IEC 60601-1 (second edition, 1988):
Medical electrical equipment — Part 1: General requirements for safety, as amended by its
amendment 1 (1991) and its amendment 2 (1995), hereinafter referred to as the General
Standard (see 1.3).

This Particular Standard is necessary because of the special attention which has to be given to
features of OPERATING TABLES which are used together with OTHER MEDICAL ELECTRICAL
EQUIPMENT.

Additional requirements for safety, beyond those stated in the General Standard, are specified.

An asterisk (*) beside a clause or subclause number indicates that some explanatory notes are
given in annex AA at the end of this Particular Standard.
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