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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee
SF/33, Chainsaw Safety, to supersede AS 3576—1988, Brushcutters—Guide to safe
working practices.

It provides guidelines and recommendations for the safe use of clearing saws, brushcutters
and grass trimmers, identifies hazards, describes methods for particular operations, and
outlines basic principles for the instruction and training of brushcutter operators.

The Standard also includes fire prevention measures, and a maintenance program for
brushcutters.

This edition has been rearranged to help the user understand fully the precautions which
should be observed when using a clearing saw, brushcutter or grass trimmer, and some
information has been revised. The terms, ‘clearing saw’, ‘brushcutter’ and ‘grass trimmer’
have been introduced into this edition to identify the type of units covered.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Standard

Clearing saws, brushcutters and grass trimmers—
Guide to safe working practices

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE This Standard sets out recommendations and guidance on the safe use and
care of clearing saws, brushcutters and grass trimmers. It includes recommendations for
the training and supervision of operators and the use of adequate and protective clothing,
and identifies some of the more common hazards and dangers experienced.

1.2 OBJECTIVE The objective of this Standard is to provide operators with guidance
on the safe use of clearing saws, brushcutters and grass trimmers for the benefit of
employers, and to define desirable practices applicable to conditions prevailing in areas
where the equipment is used.

1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this

Standard:

AS

1269 Acoustics—Hearing conservation

1270 Acoustics—Hearing protectors*

2161 Industrial safety gloves and mittens (excluding electrical and medical gloves)
2906 Fuel containers—Portable—Plastics and metal

3575 Clearing saws, brushcutters and grass trimmers— Safety requirements
AS/NZS

1801 Occupational protective helmets

2210 Occupational protective footwear

2210.2  Part 2: Specification

NZS

5806 Specification for industrial safety helmets (medium protection)

5812 Industrial protective gloves

1.4 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions below apply.

1.4.1 Brushcutter —a mechanical hand-held device with a rotating blade made of metal
or plastic intended to cut weed, brush, shrubs and similar vegetation (see Figures 1.1
and 1.2).

1.4.2 Clearing saw—a mechanical hand-held device with a rotating metal saw blade
intended to cut brush, shrubs, small trees and similar vegetation (see Figures 1.1 and 1.2).

1.4.3 Grass trimmer —a mechanical hand-held device with a rotating cutting head using
monofilament line(s) or pivot-mounted plastic blades intended to cut grass (see
Figures 1.1 and 1.2).

* Harmonized as a New Zealand Standard (NZS 5806).
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(a) Clearing saw (b) Brushcutter

(c) Grass trimmers

FIGURE 1.1 CLEARING SAW, BRUSHCUTTER AND GRASS TRIMMERS
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(i) Saw tooth (ii) Chisel tooth

(a) Clearing saw blades

(i) Plastic multi-blade cutting device (i) Plastic dual cutting device
(iii) Steel three-blade cutting device (iv) Steel four-blade cutting device

(b) Brushcutter blades

FIGURE 1.2 (in part) TYPICAL CUTTING DEVICES
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