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AS/NZS 3750.17:1998

This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical
Committee CH/3, Paints and Related Materials. It was approved on behalf of the
Council of Standards Australia on 24 July 1998 and on behalf of the Council of
Standards New Zealand on 14 July 1998. It was published on 5 October 1998.

The following interests are represented on Committee CH/3:

Australasian Corrosion Association

Australasian Railway Association

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Australian Paint Approval Scheme

Australian Paint Manufacturers Federation
AUSTROADS

Building Research Association of New Zealand
Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand
Master Painters Australia

National Association of Testing Authorities Australia
New Zealand Abrasive Blasting Association

New Zealand Manufacturers Federation

New Zealand Painting Contractors Association
Surface Coatings Association Australia

Telarc New Zealand

Telstra Corporation Australia

Water Corporation Western Australia

Review of Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Joint Australian/
New Zealand Standards are subject to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue
of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important therefore that Standards users
ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any amendments thereto.

Full details of all Joint Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards
Australia and Standards New Zealand Catalogue of Publications; this information is
supplemented each month by the magazines ‘The Australian Standard’ and ‘Standards
New Zealand’, which subscribing members receive, and which give details of new
publications, new editions and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Joint Standards, addressed to the head office of either
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand, are welcomed. Notification of any
inaccuracy or ambiguity found in a Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 92023. Documents
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AS/NZS 3750.17:1998 (Reconfirmed) 2013-09-16

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

RECONFIRMATION

OF
AS/NZS 3750.17:1998
Paints for steel structures
Part 17: Etch primers (single pack and two-pack)

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE

Technical Committee CH-003 has reviewed the content of this publication and in
accordance with Standards Australia procedures for reconfirmation, it has been determined
that the publication is still valid and does not require change.

Certain documents referenced in the publication may have been amended since the original
date of publication. Users are advised to ensure that they are using the latest versions of
such documents as appropriate, unless advised otherwise in this Reconfirmation Notice.

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards Australia procedures for
reconfirmation on 30 May 2013.

Approved for reconfirmation in New Zealand on behalf of the Standards Council of New
Zealand on 26 August 2013.

The following are represented on Technical Committee CH-003:

Australasian Corrosion Association

Australian Paint Approval Scheme

Australian Paint Manufactures' Federation
Australian Pipeline Industry Association
Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand
Master Painters New Zealand Association

Water Corporati
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee CH/3, Paints and Related Materials, as part of a series of product Standards
for paints referred to in AS/NZS 231Z;uide to the protection of iron and steel against
exterior atmospheric corrosian

The objective of this Standard is to revise and supersede the 1991 edition of AS 3884,
Etch primers (single pack and two-pack) for pretreating metal surfabgsreformatting

and taking into account revisions to Standards such as AS/NZS 2312 and the
AS/NZS 1580 series of test methods.

The following Standards in this series have been published:

AS

3750 Paints for steel structures

3750.1 Part 1: Epoxy mastic (two-pack)—For rusted steel
3750.2 Part 2: Ultra high-build paint

3887 Paints for steel structures—Coal tar epoxy (two-pack)
AS/NZS
3750 Paints for steel structures

3750.0 Introduction and list of Standards

3750.3 Part 3: Heat-resisting—Exterior

3750.4 Part 4: Bitumen paint

3750.5 Part 5:  Acrylic full gloss (two-pack)

3750.6 Part 6: Full gloss polyurethane (two-pack)

3750.7 Part 7:  Aluminium paint

3750.8 Part 8: Vinyl paints—Primer, high-build and gloss

3750.9 Part 9:  Organic zinc-rich primer

3750.10 Part 10: Full gloss epoxy (two-pack)

3750.11 Part 11: Chlorinated rubber—High-build and gloss

3750.12 Part 12: Alkyd/micaceous iron oxide

3750.13 Part 13: Epoxy primer (two-pack)

3750.14  Part 14: High-build epoxy (two-pack)

3750.15 Part 15: Inorganic zinc silicate paint

3750.16 Part 16: Waterborne primer and paint for galvanized, zinc/aluminium alloy-
coated and zinc-primed steel

3750.17 Part 17: Etch primers (single pack and two-pack) (this Standard)

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral
part of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Standard
Paints for steel structures

Part 17: Etch primers (single pack and two-pack)

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE This Standard specifies requirements for single pack etch primers (Type 1)
and two-pack etch primers (Type 2) intended for pretreating metal surfaces to improve the
adhesion of paint systems applied to them.

This Standard is applicable to etch primers used to pretreat blast-cleaned steel, stainless
steel, and cleaned non-ferrous surfaces (e.g. galvanized steel, zinc, aluminium, zinc
aluminium alloy, brass, copper, cadmium and nickel) which have been degreased in

accordance with AS 1627.1. Etch primers are intended to be applied by conventional

spraying. Type 2 etch primers as described in this Standard comply with the requirement

of Type 10 paint in accordance with AS/NZS 2312.

NOTES:
1 Etch primers are used in systems GZ LP-D and GZ LP-E as described in AS/NZS 2312.

2 Appendix A provides recommendations on information which should be provided by the
purchaser at the time of enquiry or order.

3 Additional information on the history, development and use of etch primers is given in
Appendix B.

4 Alternative means for determining compliance with this Standard are given in Appendix C.

1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS A list of the documents referred to in this
Standard is contained in Appendix D.

1.3 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions given in
AS/NZS 2310 and those below apply.

1.3.1 Component—term used specifically in relation to Type 2 primers, describes each
of the two parts of the primer which, when mixed in appropriate proportions, produce the
designated product in a form suitable for application.

1.3.2 Etch primer (wash primer)—a material used to pretreat metals to improve the
adhesion properties of subsequent paint systems. It typically consists of inhibitive
pigment, polyvinyl butyral resin, alcohols and phosphoric acid. Alternative compositions
are also embraced provided they meet the performance requirements of this Standard.

NOTE: A Type 1 etch primer consists of a single component product whereas a Type 2 etch
primer is provided as two separate components which are blended together before application.

1.4 SAFETY PRECAUTIONS Etch primers are corrosive and therefore protective
clothing, including safety glasses/goggles, should be worn to prevent skin and eye contact
whenever the product is handled. Additional hazards are presented by compositions
containing chromates which may cause cancer.

NOTE: Appendix B provides information on safety precautions.

The appropriate regulatory requirements concerning packaging, labelling, mixing and use
of the product shall be followed. The requirements of the manufacturer's safety data
sheets (MSDSs) shall be followed.
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