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ASINZS 3825:1998 

This Joint AustraliadNew Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical 
Committee Wl, Medical, Diagnostic and Surgical Products. It was approved on 
behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 1 May 1998 and on behalf of the 
Council of Standards New Zealand on 18 May 1998. It was published on 5 July 
1998. 

The following interests are represented on Committee HE/l: 

Australian Confederation of Operating Room Nurses 
Australian Dental Association 
Australian Dental Industry Association 
Australian Infection Control Association 
Australian Medical Association 
Australian Nursing Federation 
Australian Society for Microbiology 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources S.A. 
Department of Human Services, Vic. 
Environment Management Industry Association of Australia 
Federation of Sterilizing Research and Advisory Councils of Australia 
Health Department, W.A. 
Hospital Supplies of Australia 
Medical Industry Association of Australia 
National Occupational Health L Safety Commission 
New Zealand Chemical Industry Council 
New Zealand Commercial Waste Disposal Companies 
New Zealand Nurses Organization 
N.S.W. Health Department 
N.S.W. Supply Service 
Queensland Health 
Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia 
South Australian Health Commission 
Victorian Waste Management Association 

Review of Standprd& To keep abreast of progress in indusüy, Joint Australian/New 
Zealand Standards are subject to pedodic review and &ce kept up to date by the issue of 
amendments or new editions as necessary. It is impartant therefa that Standards users 
ensure that they are in possession of the Irrtest edition, and any amenáments th-. 
Full details of ali Joint Standards and related publications wiU be found in the Standads 
Australia and Standards New Zealaud Caîalogue of Publications; this infarmation is 
supplemented each month by the magazines ‘The Australian Standad’ and ‘Standards 
New Zealand’, which subaibing members d v e ,  and which give de&ils of new 
publications, new editions and amendments, and of withhwn Standards. 
Suggestions for improvements to Joint Standards, a&essed ta the head office of eiW 
Standards Australia or Standarás New zealaad, are welcomed. Noti6ication of any 
inaccuracy or ambiguity found in a Joint Australiaa/New zealand Standard should be 
made without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and approPriate action 
taken. 

This Standard was issued in d@ fom for commeni as DR 97245. 
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ASiNZS 3825:1998 2 

PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 
Subcommittee HE/1/3, Safe Disposal of Sharps and Clinical Wastes, under the 
responsibility of Committee HE/l , Medical, Diagnostic and Surgical Products. 

The objective of this Standard is to establish the performance characteristics of devices 
and practices which are used to remove scalpel blades and similar instruments, e.g. stitch 
cutters, from scalpel handles after use on patients, and in areas outside the medical 
profession, e.g. schools, architects offices and graphic design studios, as well as the safe 
disposal of blades in order to reduce the incidence of injury or transmission of infection 
to the user. 
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