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AS/NZS 4251.1:1999

This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical
Committee TE/3, Electromagnetic Interference. It was approved on behalf of the
Council of Standards Australia on 6 November 1998 and on behalf of the
Council of Standards New Zealand on 12 November 1998. It was published on
5 March 1999.

The following interests are represented on Committee TE/3:

The Association of Consulting Engineers Australia
Australian Broadcasting Corporation
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Australian Communications Authority
Australian Electrical and Electronic Manufacturers Association
Australian Information Industry Association
Australian Subscription Television and Radio Association
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization
Consumer Electronics Suppliers Association, Australia
Department of Defence (Australia)
Electrical Compliance Testing Association, Australia
Electricity Supply Association of Australia
Federation of Australian Commercial TV Stations
Institution of Engineers Australia
Institution of Radio and Electronics Engineers Australia
International Accreditation New Zealand
Ministry of Commerce New Zealand
National Standards Commission. Australia
Optus Communications
Public Transport Corporation, Australia
Society of Automotive Engineers—Australasia
Telstra Corporation
Wireless Institute Australia

Review of Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Joint Australian/
New Zealand Standards are subject to periodic review and are kept up to date by the
issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important therefore that
Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any
amendments thereto.
Full details of all Joint Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards
Australia and Standards New Zealand Catalogue of Publications; this information is
supplemented each month by the magazines ‘The Australian Standard’ and ‘Standards
New Zealand’, which subscribing members receive, and which give details of new
publications, new editions and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.
Suggestions for improvements to Joint Standards, addressed to the head office of either
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand, are welcomed. Notification of any
inaccuracy or ambiguity found in a Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard should be
made without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action
taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 98180.
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ii

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia /Standards New Zealand Committee
TE/3, Electromagnetic Interference, to supersede AS/NZS 4251.1:1994. It is one of a series of
Standards intended to facilitate control of electromagnetic interference and the compatibility of
electrical and electronic equipment.

This Standard is identical to and has been reproduced from CISPR/IEC 61000-6-3:1996,
Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC)—Part 6: Generic standards—Section 3: Emission standard
for residential, commercial and light-industrial environments.

The objective of this Standard is to define limits and test methods for electrical and electronic
equipment intended for use in residential, commercial and light industrial environments in relation
to electromagnetic emissions which may cause interference in other apparatus, e.g. radio receivers,
excluding equipment used to radiate electromagnetic energy for radio communication purposes.

IEC has decided to apply a new numbering system, the 60000 series, to all its existing and future
publications, including amendments to existing Standards. As a consequence, IEC has modified the
bibliographic references in its databases to accord with the new numbering system. All IEC
publications issued since the beginning of 1997 will carry references in terms of the 60000 series
numbering. Publications printed earlier than 1997 will continue to carry the old series of numbers.
For example, a reference to IEC 61000 series of Standards will be to IEC 1000 if the current edition
of the Standard was printed prior to 1997.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the annex to
which it applies. An ‘informative’ annex is only for information and guidance.

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes and figures are deemed to be requirements of this
Standard.

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard the following applies:

(a) Its number appears on the cover and title page while the International Standard number
appears only on the cover.

(b) In the source text ‘this International Standard’ should read ‘this Australian/New Zealand
Standard’.

(c) A full point should be substituted for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.

(d) In the source text ‘radio’ should read ‘radiocommunication’.

References to International or other Standards should be replaced by equivalent Australian or Joint
Australian/New Zealand Standards as follows:

Reference to International Standards or other
Publication

Australian or Australian/New Zealand Standard

IEC AS/NZS
60050(161) International Electrotechnology

Vocabulary (IEV)
Chapter 161: Electromagnetic
compatibility
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