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This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical
Committee CS-085, Child Restraints for Use in Motor Vehicles. It was approved on
behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 19 April 2013 and on behalf of the
Council of Standards New Zealand on 29 April 2013.

This Standard was published on 14 May 2013.

The following are represented on Committee CS-085:

Association of Accredited Certification Bodies
Australian Automobile Association

Australian Automotive Aftermarket Association
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission
Australian Industry Group

Austroads

Centre for Automotive Safety Research

Civil Aviation Safety Authority

Consumers Federation of Australia

Department of Infrastructure and Transport
Engineers Australia

Export New Zealand

Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries
Federation of Automotive Products Manufacturers
Kidsafe

New Zealand Retailers Association

New Zealand Transport Agency

NSW Ministry of Health

NSW Office of Fair Trading

Roads and Maritime Services

Royal New Zealand Plunket Society

Safekids New Zealand

VicRoads

Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or Standards New
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in
the on-line catalogue.

For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and
withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of
update options. For information about these services, users should contact their
respective national Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back
cover.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS/NZS 4370.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee CS-085 Child Restraints for Use in Motor Vehicles, to supersede
AS/NZS 4370:1996.

The objective of this Standard is to enable a prescriber to assess the need, identify the
available options and recommend the most suitable option for restraining a child, with one
or more disabilities, or a medical condition, while travelling in a motor vehicle.

Changes in this edition include a new comprehensive assessment guide, including
considerations for children with complex and challenging behaviours. Appendix A has been
updated to reflect recent research and a new appendix is included providing a sample
prescribing pro forma to assist the prescriber in complying with this Standard.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Standard

Restraint of children with disabilities, or medical conditions, in motor
vehicles

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE

This Standard sets out options for restraining a child with one or more disabilities, or a
medical condition, while travelling in a motor vehicle, to minimize the risk of bodily injury
in an impact.

1.2 APPLICATION

To enable a child to travel in a motor vehicle and to reduce the risk of bodily injury to both
the child and other occupants in a vehicle impact, the guidelines in this Standard give
restraint options in order of preference. They range from the most desirable (a compliant
child restraint) to the less preferable (a customized restraint or other option).

The Standard covers children up to the age of 16 years. However, the Standard may be
applicable for persons over 16 years of age. This Standard does not include design,
construction and performance requirements for devices to restrain children in motor
vehicles, or for wheelchair restraint assemblies.

In using this Standard, the prescriber and the parent(s) will need to be aware of applicable
legislation regarding the use of a modified child restraint, special purpose child restraint,
customized restraint or other option (e.g. need to obtain medical certificate for an
exemption from the relevant road rules).

1.3 REFERENCED AND RELATED DOCUMENTS
1.3.1 Referenced Standards

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS/NZS

1754 Child restraint systems for use in motor vehicles

4535 Ambulance restraint systems

8005 Accessories for child restraints for use in motor vehicles

1.3.2 Related Standards and documents

Additional information may be found in the following documents:

AS

1753 Webbing for restraining devices for occupants of motor vehicles
AS/NZS

2596 Seatbelt assemblies for motor vehicles (ECE Regulation No.16, MOD)
3629 Methods of testing child restraints

3629.1 Method 1: Dynamic testing
3629.3 Method 3: Dynamic testing of upper anchorage components
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AS/NZS

3856 Hoists and ramps for people with disabilities—Vehicle-mounted
3856.1 Part 1: Product requirements

3856.2 Part 2: Installation requirements

10542 Technical systems and aids for disabled or handicapped persons—Wheelchair
tiedown and occupant-restraint systems

10542.1 Part 1: Requirements and test methods for all systems
10542.2 Part 2: Four-point strap-type tiedown systems

NZS

5432 Webbing for restraining devices for occupants of motor vehicles

National codes of practice for light and heavy vehicle modifications
Australian Design Rules for Motor Vehicles and Trailers

VEHICLE STANDARDS BULLETIN
VSB 5SA  Commercial manufacture and installation of additional seats
VSB 5B Construction and installation of additional seats by individuals

NEW ZEALAND LAND TRANSPORT SAFETY AGENCY

Transport (Vehicle Standards) Regulations, 1990 (and subsequent notices)
Land Transport Rules

Passenger Vehicle Safety Standards and Passenger Service Vehicle Rules

Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213
Child restraint systems

US Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213
Child restraint systems

Economic Commission for Europe Regulation 44
Uniform provisions concerning the approval of restraining devices for child occupants of
power driven vehicles (‘child restraint systems’)

1.4 DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions given in AS/NZS 1754 and AS/NZS 8005,
and those below, apply. Where appropriate, the definitions from AS/NZS 1754 have been
repeated in this Standard and are indicated by an asterisk (*).

1.4.1 Accessories
1.4.1.1 Compliant accessories

A product or component intended for use with a child restraint, that complies with
AS/NZS 8005. A compliant accessory may be recommended or prescribed for safety,
postural support, comfort, entertainment, storage, or for installing a child restraint in a
motor vehicle.

1.4.1.2 Non-compliant accessories

A product or component intended for use with, or without a child restraint, that does not
comply with AS/NZS 8005. A non-compliant accessory may be recommended or prescribed
for safety, postural support, comfort, entertainment, storage, or for installing a child
restraint in a motor vehicle.

1.4.2 Additional padding

Additional padding includes, but is not limited to, accessory covers, insert pads, pillows,
and other fabric accessories, other than those provided with the child restraint. Refer to the

definitions of accessories.
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1.4.3 Anchorage point*

That part of a vehicle at which the restraining forces from the anchorage component is
transferred to the vehicle.

1.4.4 Ancillary equipment
1.4.4.1 Medical equipment

Equipment required for the individual child’s needs whilst travelling in a motor vehicle. For
example, ventilator, portable oxygen, suctioning equipment.

1.4.4.2 Mobility/daily living equipment

Equipment required for the individual child’s needs on a daily basis. For example,
wheelchair, walking frame.

1.4.5 Children (or child) with disabilities or medical conditions
Persons up to 16 years of age with—

(a) one or more disabilities (short or long term) as identified by a medical practitioner;
and/or

(b) amedical condition (short or long term), as identified by a medical practitioner.
1.4.6 Child restraint*

A device used in conjunction with an adult seatbelt or ISOFIX compatible lower attachment
connectors to restrain a child passenger of a motor vehicle in the event of a vehicle impact
and thus minimize the risk of bodily injury.

1.4.7 Compliant child restraint

In Australia

Complies with AS/NZS 1754.

In New Zealand

Complies with one or more of the following:

(a) AS/NZS 1754.

(b) Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213.
(¢)  US Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213.

(d) Economic Commission for Europe Regulation 44.

NOTE: In Australia and New Zealand the relevant road authority provides approval (for example,
in road rules or by gazette notice) for the child restraint standards that apply in their jurisdiction.
This definition may not include special purpose child restraints. Refer to Clause 1.4.17.

1.4.8 Customized restraint

A restraint system that is designed or custom made for the individual child’s needs where
compliance to Standards has not been determined.

1.4.9 Harness*
Webbing straps used for restraining the occupant either partly or wholly.
1.4.10 Installer

The person or persons who fit the restraint in the motor vehicle in accordance with the
restraint manufacturer’s instructions and/or prescriber’s recommendations. For example,
parent, prescriber, restraint fitter/technician.

Documents

COPYRIGHT Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: AS NZS 4370-2013


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-nzs-4370-2013
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-nzs-4370-2013

7 AS/NZS 4370:2013

1.4.11 Medical practitioner
In Australia

A person who is registered under a law of a state or territory as a medical practitioner
(Health Practitioner Regulation [Consequential Amendments] Act 2010).

In New Zealand

A health practitioner who is, or is deemed to be, registered with the Medical Council of
New Zealand as a practitioner of the profession of medicine (Medicines Act 1981).

1.4.12 Modified child restraint

A child restraint that includes accessories, postural supports, and/or additional padding that
are not provided with the child restraint, and are not included in the child restraint
manufacturer’s instructions for use.

NOTE: Modifying a child restraint may mean the child restraint no longer complies with the
relevant Standard(s). Non-compliant accessories may make the child restraint non-compliant and
may reduce the safety of the occupant in a crash.

1.4.13 Motor vehicle

A passenger car and its derivatives (for example, sedan, wagon, ute, four-wheel drive).
1.4.14 Parent(s)

Parent, in relation to a child, include—

(a) alegal guardian of the child; and

(b) a person who has parental responsibility for the child under a decision or order of a
court.

1.4.15 Postural support

A product, component, or accessory, recommended or prescribed for use, with or without a
restraint. A postural support may provide the child’s body with support to improve function,
safety, control and/or postural alignment. Examples of postural supports include harnesses,
pelvic belts, foot cups, thoracic supports.

1.4.16 Prescriber

The person or persons responsible for assessing an individual child’s needs and prescribing
the way in which a child with a disability or medical condition should be transported in a
motor vehicle. For example, occupational therapist, physiotherapist, medical practitioner,
rehabilitation engineer.

1.4.17 Special purpose child restraint

A child restraint that is specifically designed and designated as suitable for use by a child
with a disability or medical condition that complies with one or more of the following
Standards:

(a) AS/NZS 1754.

(b) Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213.

(¢)  US Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213.
(d) Economic Commission for Europe Regulation 44.
1.4.18 Top tether strap*

The flexible component designed to restrain the top portion of the child restraint, referred to
in consumer literature as the ‘top tether strap’ (previously called an ‘upper anchorage
strap’).
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