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This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical
Committee SF/15, Industrial Safety Belts and Harnesses. It was approved on behalf
of the Council of Standards Australia on 4 July 1997 and on behalf of the Council of
Standards New Zealand on 7 July 1997. It was published on 5 October 1997.

The following interests are represented on Committee SF/15:

Association of Certification Bodies

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Australian Chamber of Manufactures

Australian Lightweight Vertical Rescue Instructors

Bureau of Steel Manufacturers of Australia

Communications, Electrical, Plumbing Union

Department of Employment, Vocational Education, Training and Industrial Relations,
Queensland

Department of Occupational Health Safety and Welfare, Western Australia

Electricity Engineers Association of New Zealand

Electricity Supply Association of Australia

Industrial Rope Access Association of New South Wales

Industrial Rope Access Association of New Zealand

Master Builders, Australia

Ministry of Commerce New Zealand

New Zealand Manufacturers Federation

Safety Institute of Australia

Telstra Corporation, Australia

The New Zealand Alpine Club

Victorian Workcover Authority

Workcover Authority of N.S.W.

Workplace Standards Authority (Tasmania)

Review of Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Joint Australian/
New Zealand Standards are subject to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue
of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important therefore that Standards users
ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any amendments thereto.

Full details of all Joint Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards
Australia and Standards New Zealand Catalogue of Publications; this information is
supplemented each month by the magazines ‘The Australian Standard’ and ‘Standards
New Zealand’, which subscribing members receive, and which give details of new
publications, new editions and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Joint Standards, addressed to the head office of either
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand, are welcomed. Notification of any
inaccuracy or ambiguity found in a Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

Documents

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 96052. .
——=—Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: AS NZS 4488.1-1997


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-nzs-4488-1-1997
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-nzs-4488-1-1997

AS/NZS 4488.1:1997

Australian/New Zealand Standard®

Industrial rope access systems

Part 1: Specifications

First published as AS/NZS 4488.1:1997.

Incorporating:
Amdt 1—1999

PUBLISHED JOINTLY BY:

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA
1 The Crescent,
Homebush NSW 2140 Australia

STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Level 10, Radio New Zealand House,
155 The Terrace,

Wellington 6001 New Zealand

Iss\DGEAents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: AS NZS 4488.1-1997


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-nzs-4488-1-1997
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-nzs-4488-1-1997

AS/NZS 4488.1:1997 2

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee SF/15 on Industrial Safety Belts and Harnesses. It is Part 1 of a two-part
series, the series comprising:

AS/NZS

4488 Industrial rope access systems

4488.1 Part 1: Specifications

4488.2 Part 2: Selection, use and maintenance

The following Standards were consulted in the course of preparation of this Standard:

EN

341 Descender devices

567 Mountaineering equipment, rope clamp, safety requirements and test method
prEN

813 Sit harnesses and associated equipment

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.

© Copyright — STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand publications and software.
Except where the Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means
without prior permission in writing from Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand. Permission may be conditional on an
appropriate royalty payment. Australian requests for permission and information on commercial software royalties should be directed to
the head office of Standards Australia. New Zealand requests should be directed to Standards New Zealand.

Up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard may be copied for use exclusively in-house by purchasers of the
Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand.

Inclusion of copyright material in computer software programs is also permitted without royalty payment provided such programs
are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the Standard
is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in commercial
contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at any time.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Standard
Industrial rope access systems
Part 1: Specifications

1 SCOPE This Standard specifies requirements for materials and hardware for
industrial rope access systems including fall protection.

2 OBJECTIVE The objective of this Standard is to provide the industrial rope access
industry and regulatory authorities with a set of performance standards against which the
safety and adequacy of hardware used in industrial rope access systems can be assessed.

3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this

Standard:

AS

1353 Flat synthetic webbing slings

1353.1 Part 1: Product specification

1380 Fibre-rope slings (of natural or synthetic rope)

1666 Wire-rope slings

2193 Method of calibration and grading of force-measuring systems of testing
machines

4142 Fibre ropes

4142.3 Man-made fibre ropes for static life rescue lines

NZS

5227 Specification for flat lifting slings

5227.2 Part 2: Flat woven webbing lifting slings made of man-made fibre for
general service.

AS/NZS

1891 Industrial fall arrest systems and devices

1891.1 Part 1: Safety belts and harnesses

4488 Industrial rope access systems

4488.2 Part 2: Selection, use and maintenance

EN

892 Mountaineering equipment, dynamic mountaineering ropes, safety
requirements and test methods

NFPA

1983 Fire service life safety rope and system components

SAE

J211/1 Mar 95 Instrumentation for impact tests—Part 1—Electronic instrumentation

prEN

1891 Personal protective equipment for prevention of falls from a height—Low

stretch kernmantle rope
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