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AS/NZS 4703:2007 

This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical 
Committee EL-004, Electrical Accessories. It was approved on behalf of the 
Council of Standards Australia on 5 September 2007 and on behalf of the Council 
of Standards New Zealand on 31 August 2007.  
This Standard was published on 23 November 2007. 
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Australian Information Industry Association 

Canterbury Manufacturers Association, New Zealand 

Consumer Electronics Suppliers Association 

Consumers' Federation of Australia 
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Ministry of Consumer Affairs, New Zealand 
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Telarc New Zealand 

Testing Interests, Australia 

 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full 
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of 
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New 
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services, 
users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 06565. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia /Standards New Zealand 

Committee EL-004, Electrical Accessories. 

This Standard is one of a series issued by Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand 

which are to be read in conjunction with AS/NZS 3100, Approval and test specification—

General requirements for electrical equipment. The objective of these Standards is to 

outline conditions to be met to secure approval for the sale and use of electrical equipment. 

Only safety matters and related conditions are covered. 

Where a harmonized Standard is referenced in this Standard, the New Zealand Standard 

number is given in parenthesis following the Australian Standard number. 

This Standard does not include all the necessary conditions of a contract. 

During preparation of this Standard, reference was made to IEC 60364-7-713, Electrical 

installations of buildings, Part 7: Requirements for special installations and locations—

Section 713: Furniture and BS 6396, Electrical systems in office furniture and office 

screens—Specification. 
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND 
 

Australian/New Zealand Standard 

Electrical wiring in furniture 
 

1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies general requirements for electrical wiring systems (other than 

communications wiring) in furniture (and similar fitments) that are connected to an 

electrical installation. 

The Standard applies to furniture connected to fixed installation wiring by— 

(a) direct connection (such as terminals or installation couplers that are not further 

cascaded); or 

(b) a detachable connection (such as a plug or appliance inlet). 

This Standard does not apply to electrical equipment used with or within office furniture, 

for which appropriate Standards are available. The Standard does not apply to installation 

wiring within the scope of AS/NZS 3000. 

2   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS  

3111 Approval and test specification—Miniature overcurrent circuit-

breakers 

60529 Degrees of protection provided by enclosures (IP Code) 

AS/NZS  

3000 Electrical installations (known as the Australian/New Zealand Wiring 

Rules) 

3100 Approval and test specification—General requirements for electrical 

equipment 

3105 Approval and test specification—Electrical portable outlet devices 

3112 Approval and test specification—Plugs and socket-outlets 

3117 Approval and test specification—Bayonet lampholders 

3121 Approval and test specification—Insulating mouldings 

3123 Approval and test specification—Plugs, socket-outlets and couplers 

for general industrial application 

3127 Approval and test specification—Cord-line switches 

3131 Approval and test specification—Plugs and socket-outlets for 

stationary appliances 

3133 Approval and test specification—Air break switches 

3140 Approval and test specification—Edison-type screw lampholders 

3191 Electric flexible cords 

5000 (all parts) Electric cables—Polymeric insulated A
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AS/NZS  

60320 Appliance couplers for household and similar general purposes 

60320.1 Part 1: General requirements (IEC 60320-1 Ed.2.0 (2001) MOD) 

60598 Luminaires 

60598.1 Part 1: General requirements and tests 

60898 Electrical accessories—Circuit-breakers for overcurrent protection for 

household and similar installations 

60898.1 Part 1: Circuit-breakers for a.c. operation (IEC 60898-1 Ed.1.2 

(2003) MOD) 

61535 Installation couplers 

61535.1 Part 1: General requirements 

AS/ACIF  

S009 Installation requirements for customer cabling (Wiring Rules) 

IEC  

60309 Plugs, socket-outlets and couplers for industrial purposes 

60309-1 Part 1: General requirements 

3   DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions below apply. 

3.1   Cable management 

System to protect and organize cables, including cables connected to an item of furniture or 

to a machine or luminaire used in conjunction with that furniture. 

3.2   Exposed conductive part 

A conductive part of electrical equipment which— 

(a) can be touched with the standard test finger as specified in AS/NZS 3100; and 

(b) is not a live part but can become live if basic insulation fails. 

3.3   Furniture 

Movable or immovable articles such as work stations, desks, tables and benches, cupboards, 

beds and shop display cases, in which electrical equipment such as luminaries, socket-

outlets, switching devices and wiring systems are installed, and which are used in domestic, 

commercial and industrial premises for activities associated with work or leisure. 

3.4   Insulation system 

3.4.1   Basic insulation 

Insulation applied to live parts to provide basic protection against electric shock. 

3.4.2   Supplementary insulation 

Independent insulation applied in addition to basic insulation, in order to provide protection 

against electric shock in the event of a failure of basic insulation. 

3.4.3   Double insulation 

Insulation system comprising both basic insulation and supplementary insulation. 
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