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AS/NZS 4757:2002
This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical
Committee HE-006, Handling and Destruction of Drugs. It was approved on behalf
of the Council of Standards Australia on 4 September 2002 and on behalf of the
Council of Standards New Zealand on 3 September 2002. It was published on
15 October 2002.

The following are represented on Committee HE-006:
ACT Government Analytical Laboratory
Attorney General’s Department
Australian Customs Service (Commonwealth)
Australian Federal Police
Australian Government Analytical Laboratories
Commonwealth Department of Health & Ageing
Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions
Department of Justice (Victoria)
Institute for Environmental Science and Research, New Zealand
Medsafe, New Zealand Ministry of Health
New Zealand Police
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Queensland Police Service
South Australia Police
Victoria Police
Western Australia Police

Additional interests participating in the preparation of this Standard:
Department of Public Prosecutions, W.A.
Forensic Laboratory, Chemistry Centre, W.A.
New Zealand Customs
Northern Territory Police
Tasmania Police

Keeping Standards up-to-date
Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.
Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Australia web site at www.standards.com.au or Standards
New Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard
in the on-line catalogue.
Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services,
users should contact their respective national Standards organization.
We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
Standards Australia International or Standards New Zealand at the address shown
on the back cover.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 01364.
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PREFACE
This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee HE-006, Handling and Destruction of Drugs. It stems from a need, expressed by
the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department (Australia), for a Standard on
destruction of drugs.

The objectives of this Standard are

(a) to establish an Australian and New Zealand Standard for the seizure, handling,
storage, disposal and destruction of drugs and drug related materials;

(b) to ensure the transparency and integrity of the process followed by the relevant
authorities on seizure, handling, storage, disposal and destruction of drugs and drug
related materials; and

(c) to provide a procedure for handling and destruction of drugs, for the use of law
enforcement agencies and regulatory agencies including Federal, State and Territory
police services of Australia, the Australian Customs Service, forensic laboratories of
Australia, the Therapeutic Goods Administration of Australia, New Zealand Ministry
of Health, New Zealand Customs Service, the New Zealand Police and Institute of
Environmental Science and Research Ltd and private contractors acting with the
lawful authority of a relevant agency.

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.
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FOREWORD

This Standard has been developed to provide the New Zealand and Australian Governments
and other authorized agencies with procedures to minimize the harm associated with the
handling, storage and disposal or destruction of drug seizures. The procedures are designed
to be applicable in the broadest range of circumstances.

While the Standard has been written for the use of professionals working in this field, the
procedures are intended to protect the health and safety of the entire community, reinforce
community confidence in the actions of the authorities and meet the needs of the courts in
each jurisdiction. In addition to procedures and practical considerations, the Standard also
outlines basic principles such as integrity and accountability, security, and continuity of
evidence.

Drugs and drug related materials are among the most potentially hazardous substances that
law enforcement and regulatory agencies have to handle and store. For example, substances
found at clandestine drug laboratories may be toxic, corrosive, volatile, flammable
explosive and carcinogenic. It is essential that procedures established for all professionals
and agencies working in this field reflect health and safety issues and are structured so that
the relevant health and safety standards and legislation can be applied (see Appendix A).

Drugs and drug related materials require the use of secure storage facilities and transparent
rigorous accountability practices. Clearly, it is not in the interests of the community or the
responsible agencies to store drug seizures for long periods of time. To reduce some of the
associated risks and costs, the Standard advocates wherever practical, the taking of samples
and destroying or disposing of the remainder of seizures before trial. The legislative
requirements for sampling and pre-trial destruction will have to be considered by each
jurisdiction.

Ultimately all jurisdictions must meet a range of legislative requirements in relation to drug
seizures and this Standard is designed to complement those requirements.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Standard
Handling and destruction of drugs

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L

1.1   SCOPE

This Standard provides a generic procedure for the seizure, handling, storage, disposal and
destruction of drugs and drug related materials for law enforcement purposes.

This Standard does not cover the mechanisms of various drug destruction techniques, for
example, the details of incineration or mulching.

1.2   APPLICATION

This Standard covers the handling and destruction of drugs and drug related materials in the
following circumstances:

(a) Seizure.

(b) Transport.

(c) Storage.

(d) Analysis.

(e) Release for use in training and other approved programs.

(f) Disposal and destruction.

1.3   DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions below apply.

1.3.1   Agencies

Law enforcement, regulatory and forensic agencies including Federal, State and Territory
police services of Australia, the Australian Customs Service, forensic laboratories of
Australia, the Therapeutic Goods Administration of Australia, New Zealand Ministry of
Health, New Zealand Customs Service, the New Zealand Police and Institute of
Environmental Science and Research Ltd and private contractors acting with lawful
authority.

1.3.2   Auditing

A process by which the integrity of the overall seizure, handling, storage and disposal or
destruction of drug seizures is assessed.

1.3.3   Certificate of analysis

A certificate issued by a person authorized under relevant legislation that is admissible as
prima facie evidence of the matters in the certificate.
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1.3.4   Clandestine laboratory

An illicit operation consisting of apparatus and/or chemicals that either have been or could
be used in the manufacture or synthesis of drugs. This includes premises and/or sites.

1.3.5   Continuity

The movement, custody and security of a seized item. This will be attested through
continuity records and by direct evidence to establish a chain of custody.

1.3.6   Continuity record

A record which should include a unique identifier, date, time, brief visual description,
lodging and receiving officers’ names and authentication, and location.

1.3.7   Destruction

The chemical and/or physical alteration of drugs and drug related material, or its
adulteration with other substances, with the purpose of rendering it unrecoverable.

1.3.8   Disposal

The authorized disposal of drugs and drug related materials.

1.3.9   Drug

A controlled or prohibited drug or substance according to relevant State, Territory or
Commonwealth legislation of Australia or legislation of New Zealand and includes any
substance that is suspected of being a drug.

1.3.10   Drug related materials

Any item connected with the manufacture, production, cultivation, possession, trafficking,
consumption, and administration of drugs, or drug related offences, which may include but
not limited to chemicals, wrappings, substances, containers, apparatus and documents.

1.3.11   Drug seizure

Drugs or drug related materials that are seized or otherwise come into the possession of
relative agencies.

1.3.12   Hazardous materials

All chemical, physical and biological materials associated with a drug seizure that pose a
potential threat to health and safety. This includes materials that through their exposure to
hazardous materials may have become contaminated.

1.3.13   Officer

A person performing official duties on behalf of an agency.

1.3.14   Release

The transfer of the custody and responsibility of drugs and drug related materials. This may
include release for the purposes of research, standards, training, disposal or destruction.

1.4   STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

1.4.1   Integrity and accountability

Agencies shall be able to demonstrate that drug seizures are properly handled from seizure
to disposal or destruction. Procedures for seizure, handling, storage, disposal or destruction
shall be transparent and auditable. This will promote public and judicial confidence.
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