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engineering applicable to agricultural, food, and biological systems. ASABE Standards are consensus documents 
developed and adopted by the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers to meet standardization 
needs within the scope of the Society; principally agricultural field equipment, farmstead equipment, structures, soil 
and water resource management, turf and landscape equipment, forest engineering, food and process engineering, 
electric power applications, plant and animal environment, and waste management. 
 
 
NOTE: ASABE Standards, Engineering Practices, and Data are informational and advisory only. Their use by anyone 
engaged in industry or trade is entirely voluntary. The ASABE assumes no responsibility for results attributable to the 
application of ASABE Standards, Engineering Practices, and Data. Conformity does not ensure compliance with 
applicable ordinances, laws and regulations. Prospective users are responsible for protecting themselves against 
liability for infringement of patents. 
 
 
ASABE Standards, Engineering Practices, and Data initially approved prior to the society name change in July of 2005 
are designated as "ASAE", regardless of the revision approval date. Newly developed Standards, Engineering 
Practices and Data approved after July of 2005 are designated as "ASABE". 
 
 
Standards designated as "ANSI" are American National Standards as are all ISO adoptions published by ASABE. 
Adoption as an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the requirements for due process, 
consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by ASABE. 
 
 
Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement has 
been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means much more than a simple 
majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, and that a 
concerted effort be made toward their resolution. 
 
 
CAUTION NOTICE: ASABE and ANSI standards may be revised or withdrawn at any time. Additionally, procedures of 
ASABE require that action be taken periodically to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw each standard.  
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ASAE S317 DEC1968 (R2012) 

Improving Safety on Enclosed Mobile Tanks for Transporting 
and Spreading Agricultural Liquids and Slurry 

Proposed by the ASAE Agricultural Safety Committee; approved by the Power and Machinery Division 
Technical Committee; adopted by ASAE December 1968; revised editorially March 1973; reconfirmed 
December 1973, December 1975, December 1980, December 1985; revised editorially July 1989; reclassified 
as a Standard and reconfirmed December 1990; reaffirmed December 1991, December 1996, December 2001, 
February 2003, February 2008, December 2012. 
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1 Purpose and Scope 

1.1 This Standard has been developed to provide a guide for uniform practice and is intended to reduce the 
possibility of personal and public injury during normal servicing and operation of enclosed mobile tanks for 
transporting and spreading agricultural liquids and slurry. 

1.2 This Standard applies to truck-mounted units, self-propelled units, towed units with integral axle, and towed 
units with single or multiple axle carriage. 

2 Definitions 

2.1 For the purpose of this Standard the following definitions shall apply: 

2.1.1  enclosed mobile tanks: All tanks for transporting and spreading agricultural liquids or slurry in which the 
material is completely contained and covered, as opposed to open tanks which permit rapid escape of the material if 
the tank is tipped or suddenly halted. 

2.1.2  slurry: A mixture of solids and liquids which will flow as a liquid and create a surge force. 

3 Tank Construction 

3.1 An enclosed mobile tank shall be so constructed as to prevent its load from leaking or spilling. 

3.2 All openings shall be provided with covers and a means of securely fastening thereon. 

3.3 Operating instructions shall be appropriately displayed on the tank and in the operator’s manual directing 
the operator to securely fasten covers when transporting on a public road. 

4 Weight and Width of Tank Units 

4.1 The gross weight and maximum width of an enclosed mobile tank and its appurtenances shall comply 
with applicable state laws when operated on public highways. 
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