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American Society of
Agricultural and Biological Engineers

ASABE is a professional and technical organization, of members worldwide, who are dedicated
to advancement of engineering applicable to agricultural, food, and biological systems. ASABE
Standards are consensus documents developed and adopted by the American Society of
Agricultural and Biological Engineers to meet standardization needs within the scope of the
Society; principally agricultural field equipment, farmstead equipment, structures, soil and water
resource management, turf and landscape equipment, forest engineering, food and process
engineering, electric power applications, plant and animal environment, and waste management.

NOTE: ASABE Standards, Engineering Practices, and Data are informational and advisory only.
Their use by anyone engaged in industry or trade is entirely voluntary. The ASABE assumes no
responsibility for results attributable to the application of ASABE Standards, Engineering
Practices, and Data. Conformity does not ensure compliance with applicable ordinances, laws
and regulations. Prospective users are responsible for protecting themselves against liability for
infringement of patents.

ASABE Standards, Engineering Practices, and Data initially approved prior to the society name
change in July of 2005 are designated as “ASAE”, regardless of the revision approval date. Newly
developed Standards, Engineering Practices and Data approved after July of 2005 are designated
as “ASABE”.

Standards designated as “ANSI” are American National Standards as are all ISO adoptions
published by ASABE. Adoption as an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI
that the requirements for due process, consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met
by ASABE.

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review,
substantial agreement has been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial
agreement means much more than a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus
requires that all views and objections be considered, and that a concerted effort be made toward
their resolution.

CAUTION NOTICE: ASABE and ANSI standards may be revised or withdrawn at any time.

Additionally, procedures of ASABE require that action be taken periodically to reaffirm, revise, or
withdraw each standard.
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Seed Cotton Module Identification System

Developed by the ASABE Cotton Engineering Committee, MS-23/7/3. Approved as an ASABE and American
National Standard (ANSI) October 2018.
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1 Scope

1.1 The scope of the standard is limited to identification of seed cotton modules and the technology to read the
identifiers. It does not address data transfer beyond the identifier such as area harvested, location, or ownership
information.

1.2 The identifier is meant to provide a link between the field and the gin and to also allow association of bale
related data back to the module. Actual use of the association between the bale numbers and module identifier
is at the discretion of the gin and producer.

1.3 This standard is designed for global applications so that manufacturers of the enabling technologies and

others should expect that if the system defined in this standard is followed, it can be applied to any cotton
production system in the world.

2 Normative References

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references,
only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including
any amendments) applies.

:EPC Generation 1 Tag Data Standards Version 1.1 Rev.1.27. Section 3.3 details GID-96 format
":(https://www.gs1 .org/sites/default/files/docs/epc/tds_1_1_rev_1_27-standard-20050510.pdf)

ilSO/IEC 16022:2006, Information technology — Automatic identification and data capture techniques — Data
iMatrix bar code symbology specification

3 Definitions

3.1 cotton module: a compressed bundle of cotton bolls removed from plants at harvest that form a unit of a
specific dimension for storage in fields prior to transportation to a cotton ginning facility.

3.2 cover: for cotton module, protective material or combinations of materials sufficient in dimensions and form
to protect a cotton module from exposure to rain and wind, and thus minimize fiber and seed quality damage or
loss prior to the ginning process.

3.3 GID manager number: An identifier assigned to a company for use with the GID96 RFID standards.

3.4 GS1: aninformation standards organization that brings industry communities together to solve supply-chain
problems through the adoption and implementation of GS1 Standards.
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