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‘The information and materials contained in this publication have been developed from sources
believed to be reliable. However, the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) as
secretariat of the ANSI accredited Z690 Committee or individual committee members accept no
legal responsibility for the correctness or completeness of this material or its application to
specific factual situations. By publication of this standard, ASSE or the Z690 Committee does
not ensure that adherence to these recommendations will protect the safety or health of any
persons, or preserve property.
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Amerlcan Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the

Nationa| requirements for due process, consensus, and other criteria for approval have
been met by the standards developer. Consensus is established when, in the
Standard judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement has

been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial
agreement means much more than a simple majority, but not necessarily
unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, and
that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution. The use of American
National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any
respect preclude anyone, whether he/she has approved the standards or not,
from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or
procedures not conforming to the standards. The American National Standards
Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstance give an
interpretation of any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall
have the right or authority to issue an interpretation of an American National
Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute. Requests for
interpretation should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name
appears on the title page of this standard.

Caution Notice: This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn
at any time. The procedures of the American National Standards Institute
requires that action be taken periodically to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this
standard. Purchasers of American National Standards may receive current
information on all standards by calling or writing the American National
Standards Institute.
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Foreword (This Foreword is not a part of American National Standard 2690.1-2011.)

This standard was developed by an American National Standards Committee, national in
scope, functioning under the Essential Requirements Document of the American National
Standards Institute with the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) as Secretariat.
This standard provides vocabulary for risk management principles and guidelines

It is intended that the procedures and performance requirements detailed herein will be
adopted by every employer whose operations fall within the scope and purpose of the
standard.

Neither the standards committee, nor the secretariat, feel that this standard is perfect or
in its ultimate form. It is recognized that new developments are to be expected, and that
revisions of the standard will be necessary as the art progresses and further experience
is gained. It is felt, however, that uniform requirements are very much needed and that
the standard in its present form provides for the minimum vocabulary guidance necessary
in developing and implementing risk management programs.

This standard is adopted from ISO Guide 73:2009, an international standard also titled
“Risk Management — Vocabulary”. This document was approved as an international
standard on November 15, 2009. In addition to ISO Guide 73:2009 there are also two
other documents addressing risk management and risk assessment being adopted as
American National Standards:

ISO Guide 31000:2009, Risk Management — Principles and Guidelines
IEC/ISO 31010:2009, Risk Management — Risk Assessment Techniques

During May 2010 the United States TAG (Technical Advisory Group) to ANSI for risk
management reached consensus that these three documents should be adopted as
American National Standards. Due to the ongoing significant interest being focused on
risk management at the international level, additional consensus was reached that there
should also be a committee looking at risk management standards for the United States.
Such a committee would function under accreditation of ASSE as a standards developing
organization (SDO).

ASSE applied for additional accreditation as a Standards Developing Organization, which
was approved by ANSI during August of 2010. ASSE notified the public during August
2010 of its intention to adopt all three documents as American National Standards. This
original announcement was made without the submission of any negative comments.
Public review of the subject documents was then conducted during November 2010.
There were no negative comments submitted to ASSE as the secretariat. All committee
votes for adoption were positive without any submitted negative comments.

At the time this standard was approved, the Technical Advisory Group/Committee had
the following members:

Dorothy Gjerdrum, ARM-P, Chair

Carol Fox, Vice Chair

Timothy R. Fisher, CSP, CHMM, ARM, CPEA, Administrator
Jennie Dalesandro, Administrative Technical Support
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Organization Represented
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American Society of Safety Engineers
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Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
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Significant Contributor:

Wayne L. Salen, ARM, CHCM, CPSM
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Fred Hayes
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Gilbert Dominguez
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John Zlockie

Matt Hansen
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Chris O’Donnell

J. Terrence Grisim, CSP, CDS,
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