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Care Labeling for Apparel, Textile, Home Furnishing, and

Leather Products’

This standard is issued under the fixed designation D3136; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilon (¢) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope

1.1 This standard is a compilation of terminology developed
by Subcommittee D13.62 on Labeling that is related to
refurbishing and labeling for apparel, textile, home furnishing,
and leather products other than upholstered furniture and floor
coverings.

1.2 This terminology provides a uniform language for the
disclosure of care instructions on labels that are to be attached
to apparel, textile, home furnishing, and leather products
according to the Federal Trade Commission’s regulation 16
CFR, Part 423 (See 2.3).

1.3 These terms, definitions and descriptions employ com-
mon meanings for the care instructions required to be on textile
products sold in the U.S.

1.4 This terminology is unique to the care of textile and
leather products as the meanings are often expressed in phrases
for care processes related to home-type washers, dryers, drying
techniques and those for professional care.

1.5 For definitions of other textile terms, see Terminology
D123.

1.6 This international standard was developed in accor-
dance with internationally recognized principles on standard-
ization established in the Decision on Principles for the
Development of International Standards, Guides and Recom-
mendations issued by the World Trade Organization Technical
Barriers to Trade (TBT) Committee.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:*
D123 Terminology Relating to Textiles
D1230 Test Method for Flammability of Apparel Textiles

! This terminology is under the jurisdiction of Committee D13 on Textiles and is
the direct responsibility of Subcommittee D13.62 on Labeling.
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D5489 Guide for Care Symbols for Care Instructions on
Textile Products

2.2 AATCC Standard:*

AATCC Technical Manual, Monograph M6 Standardization
of Home Laundry Test Conditions, current edition

2.3 Federal Document:*

16 CFR, Part 423 Federal Trade Commission Amendment
to Trade Regulation Rule Concerning Care Labeling of
Textile Wearing Apparel, and Certain Piece Goods, cur-
rent amendment published

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions:

bleach, n—in care of textiles, a product for brightening and
aiding the removal of soils and stains from textile materials
by oxidation that includes both chlorine and non-chlorine
products.

care instructions, n—in textiles, a series of directions to
refurbish a product without adverse effects, warning about
any part of the directions that could potentially harm the
product.

care label, n—in fextiles, a label or other permanently affixed
instructions that report how a product should be refurbished.
Discussion—The Federal Trade Commission, in Rule 16 CFR 423,
requires care instructions on most apparel and certain other textile
items. In relation to these products, the FTC definition states: “Care
Label means a permanent label or tag, containing regular care infor-
mation and instructions, that is attached or affixed in some manner that
will not become separated from the product and will remain legible
during the useful life of the product.” Furthermore, per ASTM
D5489-18 , section 4.3: “Care labeling using symbols can be used by
the purchaser to select textiles on the basis of the care method required
without knowledge of the language. The FTC Care Labeling Rule
specifies Guide D5489-96¢ symbols. Additional changes in words and
symbols have been added to this guide which are not covered by 16
CFR 423. In the United States, when care symbols only are to be
included in a care label, the FTC requires that the Guide D5489-96¢
version of symbols must be used. However, the symbols, as included in

3 Available from American Association of Textile Chemists and Colorists
(AATCC), One Davis Dr., P.O. Box 12215, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709-
2215, www.aatcc.org.

4 Available from U.S. Government Printing Office Superintendent of Documents,
732 N. Capitol St., NW, Mail Stop: SDE, Washington, DC 20401, www.gpo.gov
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this standard version (Guide D5489-18), may be used if symbols are
used in addition to full care instructions written in English wording.”

care procedure, n—in textiles, one or more refurbishing
methods to which products may be subjected for soil and
stain removal and aesthetic improvement such as appearance
restoration or hand.

Discussion—The process employs appropriate equipment, materials
and processes, and may include but not limited to the following: water
or drycleaning solvent, detergent or soap, foam, absorption (powder)
type compounds, bleach, agitation, drying, pressing or ironing.

chlorine bleach, n—a bleach that releases the hypochlorite ion
in solution, for example, sodium hypochlorite.

cleaning agent, n—a chemical compound or formulation of
several compounds which loosens, disperses, dissolves, or
emulsifies soil to facilitate removal by mechanical action.

commercial laundering, n—a process by which textile prod-
ucts or specimens may be washed, bleached, rinsed, dried,
and pressed typically at higher temperatures, higher pH, and
longer times than are used for home laundering.

consumer care, n—of consumer textile products, cleaning and
maintenance procedures as customarily undertaken by the
ultimate user.

consumer textile product, n—a textile item intended to satisfy
human wants and needs.

DiscussioN—Consumer textile products include such products as
apparel, curtains, draperies, piece goods, sheets, slipcovers, table
linens, towels, trims, yarns, zippers, and findings. The component parts
of consumer textile products may include such other materials as suede,
leather and fur.

detergent, n—in textile product care, a cleaning agent contain-
ing one or more surfactants as the active ingredient(s).
Discussion—In popular usage, washing and cleaning agents with a
composition other than soap that clean by much the same mechanism
as does soap. The term “detergent” is used to describe both the basic
surface active agents and finished products. The finished product may
contain additional ingredients such as builders, antiredeposition agents,
corrosion inhibitors, suds control agents, fluorescent whitening agents,
etc.

drycleaning, n—in the care of textile products, a cleaning
process using solvents such as perchloroethylene, a petro-
leum base or silicone.
Discussion—The process may include moisture addition to solvent
of up to 75 % relative humidity, a detergent, hot tumble drying up to
70°C (160°F) and restoration by steam or steam air finishing.

dry cleaning, n—the cleaning of samples in a commercial dry
cleaning machine. D1230

fluorocarbon solvent, n—a synthetic halogenated hydrocar-
bon cleaning agent for professional care systems.
Discussion—These solvents are sometimes referred to as perfluoro-
carbons or PFCs. Fluorocarbons and their derivatives are used as
fluoropolymers and solvents. Some fluoropolymers are used to provide
water, oil, soil and stain repellent finishes for fabrics. These compounds
require specific procedures and processes to eliminate any potential
injury when handling.

hand washing, n—the most gentle form of home laundering
using hand manipulation without the use of a machine or
device such as a scrubbing board.

Full document details: ASTM D3136-24

home laundering, n—a process by which textile products or
parts thereof may be washed, bleached, dried, and pressed by
any customary method designed for use in a residence, or
non-professional use. (See also professional care.)

hydrocarbon solvent, n—a petroleum-based cleaning agent
used in professional care systems.

Discussion—Newer hydrocarbon solvents have no benzene (aro-
matic) ring structure in their chemical composition, and are mixtures
with high flashpoints that contain saturated, long straight chains
(normal paraffins), branched chains (for example, isoparatfin) or cyclic
paraffins. These solvents may be supplemented with other components,
such as propylene glycol.

Older hydrocarbon solvents, such as Stoddard solvent, may contain
aromatic compounds as part of the hydrocarbon mixture. The primary
use for these hydrocarbon solvents are for cleaning or dissolving
water-insoluble substances such as grease and oil spills. These com-
pounds are combustible and contain volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) that require specific procedures and processes to eliminate any
potential injury when handling. D5489-96c¢

ironing, n—a method of pressing using a heated hand iron,
sometimes together with moisture or steam, and a gliding
motion.

laundering, n—in textile product care, a process intended to
remove soil or stains by treatment (washing) with an
aqueous detergent solution (and possibly bleach) and nor-
mally including subsequent rinsing, extracting, and drying.

non-chlorine bleach, n—a bleach that does not contain the
hypochlorite ion, for example, sodium perborate, sodium
percarbonate.

perchloroethylene, n—a petroleum-based chlorinated cleaning
agent used in professional care systems.
Discussion—Perchloroethylene is a colorless liquid that is also called
tetrachloroethylene, PERC, or PCE. It is the most commonly used
solvent for dry cleaning fabrics, and it is used for degreasing metals.
Due to its health effects, this solvent requires specific procedures and
processes to eliminate any potential injury when handling.

D5489-96¢

permanent care label, n—as applied to textile products, a care
label that remains legible and attached to a textile product
throughout its useful life.

pressing, n—in the care of textiles, a process of smoothing and
shaping by heat and pressure, with or without the presence of
steam.
Discussion—Pressing may be done with a hand iron or with a utility
press such as used by commercial laundries and drycleaners.

professional care, n—for textile products, cleaning and main-
tenance procedures requiring the services of a person spe-
cially trained or skilled in using these procedures.

refurbish, n—as applied to textile products, to brighten or
freshen up and restore to wearability or use by cleaning such
as drycleaning, laundering, or steam cleaning.

silicone solvent, n—a cleaning agent based on liquid cyclic
siloxane that is used in professional care systems.

Discussion—Silicone solvent is a colorless, odorless liquid that
degrades into silica (sand) and water. These compounds require specific

procedures and processes. D 0 c u mmss
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