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Seams and Seam Finishes Used in Home Sewing
This standard is issued under the fixed designation D 4965; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilonej indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.
1. Scope

1.1 This terminology provides a uniform, easily understood
language for the definitions and descriptions of seams and
seam finishes used in home sewing.

1.1.1 These seams and seam finishes may be produced on a
conventional sewing machine or by hand.

1.1.2 These terms and definitions are not necessarily appli-
cable to the apparel manufacturing industry.

1.2 This terminology provides a common base for use in the,
preparation of educational materials and pattern guide sheefs
for home sewing.

1.3 Other seam types or finishes may be more appropriate if armscye seam allowances of an unlined jacket or on a bound neckline.

equipment other than the conventional sewing machine is . . ) ) L
clean-finish seam finishn—in home sewing, a seam finish in

FIG. 1 Bound Seam Finish from Back Side of Fabric

available. . . A
1.4 For other terms associated with textiles, refer to Termi- Which the cut edge is folded under and the fold line is edge
nology D 123. stitched. (See Fig. 2.) (Syrturned and stitched seam
finish.)
2. Referenced Documents Discussion—A clean-finish seam finish is made bi) turning under
2.1 ASTM Standards: each cut edge of a plain seam allowance approximately 3 to 6¥am (
D 123 Terminology Relating to Textile Materidls to Y2 in.) and @) stitching close to the folded edge. A stabilizing line of

D 1353 Terminology of Basic Sewing Machine Stitches stitching 3 to 6 mm from a curved cut edge will facilitate turning before
stitching close to the fold.

3. Termm_ol_o_gy complex seamn—in home sewing, a seam made in two or
3.1 Definitions: more steps. (Antplain seam)

back side,n—in textile materialsthe side of the material that Discussion—Complex seams have one or more stitching lines as part
faces innermost in the completed product. (Aiate side of their construction and include double-welt seams, flat-felled seams,
I’ight side Syn.wrong side) French seams, lapped seams, mock French seams, slot seams, tucked

seams, and welt seams. They do not include plain seams or seam

bound seam-finish, n—in home sewing, a seam finish in e ; -
finishes or decorative additions to seams.

which another material is used to enclose the cut edges of

one or more seam allowances. (Compidmng Kong seam  double-welt seam, n—in home sewing, a complex seam

finish.) (See Fig. 1.) formed on the inside of the product, in which one trimmed
Discussion—A bound seam-finish is made b§)(enclosing the cut seam allowance is enclosed and two rows of stitching are

seam allowance edge(s) in another fabric aRdnjachine stitching visible on the face side. (Compareelt seam Syn. mock

through all thicknesses close to the edge of the binding. Material used flat-felled seam) (See Fig. 3.)
may be strips of lightweight bias-cut woven fabric or lightweight knit
fabric such as tricot or net. If tape or binding is used, the wider fold side

of the tape or binding is positioned underneath the seam allowance. The three rows of stitching visible on the back side are the original

Usually each seam allowance edge is enclosed individually; however, seam line, the row of stitching through the outermost layer of the sewn
seam allowances may be placed together and treated as one, such as thﬁroduct and the wider of the seam allowances, and the row added near

the original seam line.

Discussion—A double-welt seam is made like a welt seam except
that it has a second row of topstitching close to the original seamline.

1 This terminology is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee D-13 on edge_stitched seam finishp—in home sewing, a seam finish

Textiles and is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee D13.53 on Practices. P ; R H i i
Current edition approved Nov. 10, 1995 and February 10, 1996. Published July in which machine StItChmg IS placed close to the cut edge of

1996. Originally published as D 4965 — 89a. Last previous edition D 4965 — 95. each S_eam allowance. (Compa@zagged seam fm'Sb
2 Annual Book of ASTM Standatdgol 07.01. (See Fig. 4.)
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FIG. 5 Flat-Felled Seam from Face Side of Fabric

FIG. 2 Clean-Finish Seam Finish from Back Side of Fabric
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FIG. 3 Double-Welt Seam from Face Side of Fabric
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FIG. 4 Edge-Stitched Seam Finish from Back Side of Fabric
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FIG. 6 French Seam from Back Side of Fabric

from the cut edgesg3] pressing the seam ope#) trimming the seam
allowance to 3 mm¥Y¥s in.) if the fabric does not ravel easily, or to
slightly less than 6 mm% in.) if the fabric ravels easily,5) clipping
or notching the curved seam allowances such that they respectively will
fit the larger or smaller area, against which they will be press®d, (
folding the face sides of the fabric togethéf) pressing again with the
stitched seamline exactly on the folded edge, &8)dstitching 6 mm
from the folded edge. By using this procedure, the cut edges of the
trimmed seam allowance are enclosed completely. The two seam
allowances make a total of 15 mik(n.), the standard seam allowance
width. No stitching lines are visible from the face side. French seams
are more appropriate for straight seams than curved seams.

Discussion—An edge-stitched seam finish is made by straight
stitching approximately 3 to 6 mn¥{ to ¥4 in.) from each cut edge of

each seam allowance.

face side,n—in textile materials, the side of the material that

is outermost in the completed product. (Amtack side,

glued seamn—in home sewing, a seam formed by the use of
an adhesive. (Compargewn seam, stapled seam, ther-

mally bonded seam)
Discussion—Adhesive may be glue, heat-fusible web or powder, or

hot glue.

wrong side Syn.right side)
flat-felled seam,n—in home sewing, a complex seam formed 54 gvercast seam finishn—in home sewing, a seam finish

on the outside of a product with cut edges enclosed and tWo j, \yhich hand stitches are sewn such that the thread wraps
rows of machine stitching visible from the face side. (See 4,5und the cut edges of each seam allowance. (See Fig. 7.)

Fig. 5(a) and (b).)

Discussion—A flat-felled seam is made byl) stitching a basic seam
with the back sides togetheg)(pressing both seam allowances to one
side, @) trimming the under seam allowance to approximatélin. (3
mm), @) turning under the cut edge of the upper seam allowance, and
(5) topstitching close to the fold.
French seam,n—in home sewing, a complex seam formed on
the inside of a product with both cut edges enclosed and ng,
stitching rows visible on the face side. (Compammck
French seam) (See Fig. 6.)

Discussion—A French seam is made by{)(placing two sections of
fabric with back sides togetheg)(stitching a seam line 10 mng{in.) FIG. 7 Hand-Overcast Seam Finish from Back Si@@?@ﬁlm ents
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