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Standard Guide for
Marine Vessel Structural Inspection Considerations

This standard is issued under the fixed designation F 1754; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilonef indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope 3.1.2 large tanks n—tanks of such dimension as to have
1.1 This guide provides information to develop and imple-Uninspectable heights greater than 10 m. S

ment a marine vessel inspection process. It is intended to 3.1.3 telltale areas n—areas of a ship’s structure identified
provide considerations for persons interested in planning?y @nalyses and investigations during design development as
organizing, and implementing a structural survey plan for 2P€ing subject to higher stresses or more susceptible to fatigue
marine vessel especially during the design phase of the vess#fan others, even though the higher stresses are still within
It is intended to be used in conjunction with any other requirecﬁ”owame limits. Also,_ areas |dent|f|gd after thg vessel is plaged
inspection or survey requirements but can form the basis fo? Service that continue to experience active or recurring

such planning in the absence of other such applicable requir€acking in the watertight envelope or that affect the structural
ments. integrity of the vessel.

1.2 This guide provides owners, operators, shipyards, ang
designers with a plan for developing a detailed inspection’ ) , ) o o
process that covers all stages of the operating life of a marine 4-1 AS stated earlier, the intent of this guide is to assist in the
vessel, including the design, construction, and in-service perreparation of an inspection plan for a marine vessel during its
ods. This plan may be developed and used in concert witd€Sign, construction, and in-service stages and to plan for
classification society and flag state surveys and inspections.inSPection during the design. This guide should be used in the

1.3 This guide also provides the basis for development of 2E?reparatlon of a specific inspection program for the construc-

recommended corrective action plan for typical structuration of & specific marine vessel. It is not intended to set any
deficiencies or deviations. or both. stringent requirements for the structural inspections of any

1.4 This standard does not purport to address all of theParticular vessel. The suggestions for various inspection con-
safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is thesiderations in this guide are presented for the purpose of
responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro_maklng available for review and use a broad set of guidelines.

priate safety and health practices and determine the applica- 4-2 This guide is applicable to all commercial and pleasure
bility of regulatory limitations prior to use. marine vessels. Although the references generally apply to

1.5 All portions of this guide may not be applicable to all steel and aluminum welded hulls, the overall aspects may be

vessels or shipyards since many yard-specific standards @pplied to any material or type of construction.
ensure contracted level of quality are in existence. 4.3 Atany point of its construction or service life, the vessel

may require classification society or flag state regulatory

Introduction

2. Referenced Documents inspections, or both, as well as a shipowner’s surveys. The
2.1 ASTM Standards: surveys, depending on occasion, should consider the general
F 1053/F 1053M Guide for Steel Hull Construction Toler- condition of the vessel, provide a detailed condition assess-

anced ment, obtain data to determine corrosion rate and damage, or
obtain information for repair specification development, or a

3. Terminology combination thereof. The inspection plan should take into
3.1 Definitions of Terms Specific to This Standard: account all these types of information in its development. On
3.1.1 blind spots n—areas of a vessel's structure that occasions, the surveys also should obtain data on rate of

cannot be visibly or electronically inspected for failure. coating breakdown.

4.4 Because of severe loadings, excessive wastage, poor
structural design, improper use of materials, excessive fatigue

* This guide is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee F-25 on Ships and cycling, and so forth, failure may occur at any structure
Marine Technology and is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee F25.01 oncomponem at some stress value that is much less than the

Structures. . . .
Current edition approved Nov. 10, 1996 and April 10, 1997. Published Decembetheor_e_tlca"y allowable limit. _Therefore, dete_ctlon_ of Su_Ch
1997. conditions by careful analysis and by sufficient inspection
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throughout the entire process is consequently crucial for the 2
prevention of failure. This guide describes generically the I s ¥
extent of and the procedures for inspections to be performed at
each stage of a marine vessel’s life. Minor and major imper-
fections can be detected early in the construction process.
Therefore, structural integrity can be maintained with periodic
in-service inspections and appropriate and timely corrective
measures to prevent any accumulation of defects or costly
rework.

4.5 From construction and early service life inspections, a
structural history of the vessel can be prepared forming the
basis on which future in-service inspection results can be
evaluated.
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5. Inspection Considerations During Design Stages -

5.1 To ensure the marine vessel's structural integrity, the
designers should consider the following inspection-related
requirements during the design stages: T ———~ T T

5.1.1 Inspectability of a Marine Vessel's Structure During 1
Construction and In-Service:

5.1.1.1 Backgroune—During the life of any marine vessel FIG. 1 Hull Girder Structure Areas Designated by Zones
several inspections are conducted on the structure. These

consist of two types that directly reflect their purpose, conve- (b) Zone 2-The deckhead structure, from ship’s side to
nience and regulatory. In conducting either one, certain locaéhip’s side, including the stiffening attac'hed to it.
tions require access that are not readily accessible without ©) Zon’e 3 The side shell structure, including the side

cIim_bing the structure or ob_taining a_ssistance from meCham_C%ulkhead structure for double hull vessels including the stiff-
devices. When an inspection requires the use of mechanlc?hmg attached to it.

means to access the structure, several options are available. (d) Zone 4—The longitudinal bulkhead structures that

They include anything from a simple platform elevated by &), des the centerline and side longitudinal bulkheads, except
hoist connected at the overhead to a sophisticated ROVY gije pulkhead of a double hull structure.

(Remote Operated Vehicle) that permits the inspector to remain (€) Zone 5-The transverse bulkhead structure, fore and aft
outside the tank altogether. An issue that must be recognized %?des, extending from the bottom shell to the deckhead.

the degree of inspection. In other words, how close does one g 1 5 aAccess Methods:

want to be to the structure, how accurate does the inspection g 1 5 1 Fixed Staging-This method consists of poles, fit-

need to be, and how long does one have to conduct thg, g hianks, and ladders that create a tower or walkway. This
inspection. The definition of the “degree of inspection” has gg the only method that permits access to all structural areas of
direct bearing on the conclusions drawn from mformat|ona vessel. To achieve this coverage, however, it is very expen-
presented herein. o _ sive and time consuming. A simple description of the method
5.1.1.2 For the purposes of this guide, the following as-cq|q be compared to an erector set. It is a straightforward
sumptions are made relative to the degree of inspection:  athod to which most people can relate. It may be a method
'5.1.1.3 The inspected structure must be in direct line ofhat more people feel comfortable using than some. Accessing
sight. a deckhead structure that is 20 m (66 ft) or so above the
5.1.1.4 The inspected structure must be in clear and distingottom, however, is not a place for anybody with a fear of
view, taken as a distance of not more than 1.5 m (5 ft) fromheights. This method has been a standard access method for
one’s eyes. conducting inspections and repairs to vessels for many years.
5.1.1.5 The structure is to be inspected to a degree thathe components are better designed and lighter in weight than
would reveal almost all fractures that have a length of 50 mmen or more years ago. Therefore, it is more easily constructed
(2 in.) or more. This depends significantly on the cleanlinesstoday_
lighting level, stress, and so forth, of the structure. 5.1.2.2 Portable Staging-This method consists of a plat-
5.1.1.6 The inspection shall be conducted in a continuouform of sufficient size to carry at least one person. It also
manner such that the shortest amount of time is taken for it.includes a winch that is attached to the platform. The wire on
5.1.1.7 For the purposes of inspection, the structure shoulthe winch is connected to the underdeck structure so that the
be broken down into discrete zones, such as those depicted ptatform raises towards the wire’s connection point at the
Fig. 1. Where the structure differs from that depicted in Fig. 1,underdeck. The size of the platform varies. Some are sized to
an appropriate scheme of identifying zones for inspectionift only one person while others are sized to lift up to four or
should be adopted. five persons. In fact, some platforms are similar to those used
(a) Zone +-The bottom and inner bottom shell structure by window washers—lightweight and breakdown for portabil-
including the turn of bilge and any structure attached to themity. For industrial applications, the stagB@@ﬂ]trmtBed
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than typically used for window washers such that the design 5.1.2.5 Other—The inspection methods here are not consid-
load is higher. Persons on the staging should have individuadred to be primary methods but rather ones that can support and
safety harnesses attached to them. The Occupational Safetphance one or more of the methods previously described.
and Health Administration (OSHA) has become more active inThey serve a specific purpose.

verifying contractors perform their work in a safe manner. One 5.1.2.6 Ziggy—This mechanical device consists of a mecha-
high-risk aspect of using this staging is attaching the liftingnism positioned above the deck that raises and lowers, and
wires to the overhead. This normally is accomplished by aotates from side to side, a steel column constructed of short,
person walking the deckhead. This person uses a set of stirrupgctangular tubes. The tubes are lowered through a butterworth
each attached to one end of a short length of wire with som#ole to the bottom. A horizontal beam is attached to the bottom
type of hook at the opposite end. The hooks fasten into th@nd of the column, and a single person basket is attached to the
deckhead structure, then a person proceeds to walk across t#er end of the beam. As the column is raised or lowered, the
deckhead while moving the stirrups and connecting the platPerson on the basket can extend oneself to a distance between
form’s lifting wires to the deckhead. OSHA has become more3 and 9 m (10 and 30 ft) from the vertical column. This device
aware of this activity due to fatalities. They now require thesgP€rmits one to inspect the side and underdeck structure without
persons to wear safety harnesses connected to lifelines. Apilding a tower of staging, climbing the side shell, or filling
alternate method of attaching the lifting wires to the overheadth® tank with water to the underdeck. It can be operated from
but not normally used, is by drilling holes into the deck andthe basket or from the deck positions.

passing wires through them. The wire end is then secured to 5-1.2.7 Remote Operating Vehicle (RGWAn ROV is simi-
provide a holding point. The problem is that drilling holes into lar to a miniature undersea, unmanned vehicle. This method
a deck is not a desired situation. It can become a source G#SO requires filling the tank with water. Unlike the Rafting

future fracture problems if not properly done and might bemMethod, however, it is important to fill the tank as close to
located in an area of high stress. 100 % as possible. The ROV typically is like a sphere and has

5.1.2.3 Rafting—This is a straightforward system and §mal|, externa}I propellers running inside ducts for maneuver-
) . . ing. They all include a camera. Some models are capable of
going additional operations other than viewing the tank inter-

agound clin ahrgbrl:ter_r;gft erirlle c:hhe Wgter Ieveldi? the tank iSnals, such as thickness gaging, cleaning off the surface, and
changed In height. This method has been used for many year\?:arying the light intensity. An operator controls the ROV

not only for inspection reasons, but also for access t0 UPPEJiside the tank at a control console. There is a monitor

regions of a tank by the vessel's crew for conducting repairs. Iy o gside to follow the maneuvers and to view the structure. A
fact, there are various objects that can be used to providGyes tape of the whole inspection or parts thereof can be
buoyancy when access to high areas in a tank is needed an¢ige. The communication link between the control panel and
rubber raft is not available. For structural inspections, normallyy oy is by cables connecting the two. It is important, therefore,
two persons occupy a raft. This enhances the raft's maneuvejy ynderstand the compartment size and extent of inspection
ability and the inspection. All areas of the structure can besxpected by the unit. The operator must understand the tank
accessed easily from the level of the liquid. Vessels with deegpace where the ROV is operating. A knowledge of the
transverse structures, however, prohibit safely accessing theternals, protruding obstacles, pipelines, and tank boundaries,
deckhead structure. If the water rises, it traps the raft'sherefore, is necessary to prevent the unit from becoming
occupants between the structure and water level without a safangled in them.
exit from the tank. This applies to any tank with a deckhead 5 1 2 8 Maricam—This unit could be considered a hybrid of
structure to some degree. An important aspect of this methoghe ROV and Ziggy methods. It consists of a high-resolution
relating to the thoroughness of an inspection is the rate of watgjideo camera mounted on a vertical column extended into the
level change. If the intervals are too great, suslban (16.5ft)  tank space from the deck. It too is remotely operated by two
or more, only those areas immediately above the water levglersons on deck who control the camera’s movement, the light
are really surveyed close-up. This method can be implementegtensity, the lens’ iris, zoom, and focus features; document
to inspect the structure continuously while changing the wategsuspect areas by video taping or manually logging the data; and
level. The rate of level change can be controlled to permiimonitor the video screen.
sighting nearly 100 % of the accessible structure. 5.1.3 Identification of Telltale Areas in a Marine Vessel's
5.1.2.4 Climbing—This method often complements one of Structure.
the other methods mentioned in the preceding sections. It 5.1.4 Determination of standard tolerances and acceptable
varies from climbing the structure a short distance to see bettégvels for structural deviations on the basis of how they affect
a particular location to climbing the height of the tank with thethe structural performance as agreed upon by the owner,
aid of a safety harness. The latter, although demonstrated, &assification society, flag state and shipyard
not typically used. There are hazards when climbing any 5.1.5 Selection of a corrosion protection system, such as
height, the higher one goes the greater the risk of severe injuyoatings and cathodic protection, that will best protect the
if one falls. Prudent judgment, therefore, is necessary tatructure for the intended service under the maintenance plan.
prevent accidents. This includes a decision to not climb to anfrhe selection of coatings should consider, in addition to
height if the circumstances so indicate, for example, slipperprotecting the structure, the ability to properly inspect the
conditions, physical problems, and so forth. structure after a period of service.  Documents
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5.2 Inspectability—In addition to the considerations of in- 5.3 Inspection Plar—An inspection plan should be pre-
spection methods in 5.1.1, the following precautions should beared for the vessel under design on the basis of analyses and
taken during design and preparation of detailed structurahvestigations performed during the design stages. The plan
drawings: should:

5.2.1 Provide appropriate transverse and longitudinal mem- 5 3 1 provide accessibility instructions for parts to be in-
ber spacings and member depths to facilitate safe access. spected.

5.2.2 Avoid blind spots in the structural arrangements. , . .
5.2.3 Provide access plates or holes for entering tightly, 5.3.2 Identify telltale areas that should receive special

arranged structures. In addition to providing minimum sizes forattentlon during inspection activities. A separate set of plans

openings, other considerations such as footholds, escaﬁgomd be included to identify these telltale areas. Specific

routes, alignment, and means of ventilation should be consid[‘SpeCt'O.n .requwements should be given. NVIC 15}
gcludes in its enclosures (2) and (3) a breakdown of necessary

ered. In large tanks, catwalks should be considered in order t : .
reduce the need for constructing staging for inspectioné.”format'on to document these telltale areas (referred to therein

Resolution A.272(VIIl), as amended by A.330(1K))2 gives &S ‘critical areas”).
specific details for accessways for inspection. 5.3.3 Include a listing of all structural elements to be

5.2.4 Coordinating the selection of coating systems with thénspected, as well as the type and extent of inspections for
type of inspection program for the vessel. If removal ofeach. A typical summary checklist for primary strength mem-
coatings will be necessary for random visual inspections, aRers is given in Table 1. This list should be expanded to cover
acceptable program should be established in advance with ti#l primary, secondary, and structural details, as applicable, to
flag state and classification society. the specific vessel to be constructed.

5.2.5 Providing access to structural items subject to periodic 5.3.4 Upon contract signing with a shipyard, the designer
in-service inspections, such as installing permanent rungs tehould list or reference the applicable standard used to develop
facilitate access to otherwise uninspectable areas. These prstructural tolerances and acceptable levels of deviation from
cautions could preclude the necessity of installing costithese standards. The levels adopted should either be one of
staging during in-service inspections. existing compilations or a modification of one suitable for use

5.2.6 The main objective is to ensure that structural desigih negotiations with the prospective builders prior to signing a
facilitates in-service and shipyard inspections. Toward thigonstruction contract.
goal, a thorough review of structural design drawings to ensure 5.4 Guidance on standard tolerances and acceptable devia-

proper consideration was given for structural inspectiongjgng can be obtained from classification society Rules, IHI

should be accomplished prior to structural fabrication. SPAIS, Production Standards of the German Shipbuilding
5.2.7 Use of structural members that facilitate proper app"]ndustr’y VIS 530 or SSC 2183,4,5,6) as well as Guide

cation of coating, such as bulb flats or flat bars, where access 1953/ 1053M. Most of these publications also contain

for coating application and corrosion removal is limited. recommended repair and corrective action procedures for
major deviations from acceptable levels. These recommenda-
tions may be used as a baseline in determining the specific
corrective action procedures to be adopted for the specific ship

2 The boldface numbers in parentheses refer to the list of references at the end HP be constructed.
this standard.

TABLE 1 Inspection Checklist for Primary Structures

Proper Use of  Dimensional Continuity Alignment Soundness  Distortion Unfairmess Etc
Materials Accuracy of Welds  Deformation ’
Bottom shell plate VIN* 14 VMN VM*
Side shell plate VIN* v VMN VIM*
Deck plate VIN* 14 VMN
Transverse bulkhead plate VIN* VMN
Longitudinal bulkhead plate VIN* v VMN
Doublebottom plate VIN* 14 VMN
Longitudinal frames VIN* M 14 VM* VMN v
Transverse frames or webs VIN* M VMN v
Longitudinal girders VIN* M v VIM* VMN v
Floors VIN* M % VIM* VMN
Pillars/Stanchions VIN* M VMN

And so forth

Legend:
V—Visual inspections
M—Physical measurements
N—NDT examinations
*—To be done only when visual inspections show that it is necessary.
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6. Inspection Activities During Construction Guide F 1053/F 1053M, SSC 273, and JSOS—Hull Par8) .

6.1 By specifying preplanned inspections in excess of whaRepair procedures or acceptance criteria, or both, should be
is necessary to ensure structural integrity of the completeéeveloPEd with classification society and flag state concur-
vessel, a burden is imposed on the shipyards, and therefor€eNCe.
results in costs and delays to the owners. On the other hand, by6.3.4 By reviewing these references, the minimum receipt
specifying and then conducting an insufficient amount ofinspection requirements should be established and included in
inspection, some deficiencies in the structure may remaithe ship’s construction inspection program.
undetected and may result in added repair or renewal opera- 6.4 Construction Inspections:
tions. Accordingly, agreement is needed on a reasonably 6.4.1 In-process inspections should be performed by the
balanced level of inspection among the parties concerneshipyard production department supervisors as a self-
(shipowner, shipyard, classification society, flag state, anéhspection activity and by the quality assurance department
designer). The aforementioned inspection plan can serve as thespectors for the purpose of assuring adequate control of
vehicle for this agreement. quality during the ship construction process. The ship’s con-

6.2 Owner’s Needs: struction inspection program also should include notations as

6.2.1 The owner of a vessel may need or desire to have the elements of construction required to be inspected by flag
conducted certain inspection activities and corrective measuresate and classification society representatives.
that the shipyard may consider unnecessary or unwarrantede.4.2 The specified procedures, methods, and organizational
from a structural strength viewpoint. An example is the desirgoles may vary depending on the shipyard where the construc-
of the owner of a high speed container ship to have all surfacgon will take place and on the type and size of the vessel to be
imperfections on the exterior hull plating, such as burrs, scargonstructed. In any case, however, particular visual inspection
spatter, removed even though these do not affect the shipfinctions should be accomplished during specific stages of
structural integrity and could be considered as cosmetic repaigonstruction.

Such removal, however, is important to the shipowner in light g 4 3 visual inspections during subassembly, assembly, and

of operational efficiency. erection stages shall examine carefully the structure with
6.2.2 The owner also may have a preference for the type argjpeciﬁc attention to the following:

extent of nondestructive examinations (NDE) to be employed 6.4.3.1 CompletenessTo make sure that all of the major

in construction inspections in excess of that required by Clas§tructural and production members on the subassembly/

or flag state requirements. in suc_h_ instances, this prE’feren%\‘assemny/moduIe/ship are in place as required by the detail
must be clearly stated in the specification.

design drawing or in accordance with good marine practice if
6.2.3 All the needs expressed by the owner should be 5reas are not addressed in the drawings.

discussed by the concerned parties and agreed-upon procedureg 4.3.2 Materials Useé—To verify that only the correct

made a part of the construction inspection plan. materials as specified by the detail design drawings are used.

6.3 Recelpt. Inspgchon of Matenal's: . . aterial identification color codes or markings can be used for
6.3.1 Consideration should be given to the inspection o his verification

structural material upon arrival at the shipyard’s receiving area. 6.4.3.3 Accuracy—To pinpoint apparent deviations from

Discussion with the class society, flag state authorities, the ecified dimensions with the purpose of assuring that subas-

designer and the shipyard should be conducted in order t . S . )
determine any such inspection necessary in addition to theﬁembl'es and assemblies fit together. A preplanned dimensional

requirements. Material certificates should always be confirmeff’09ram 1S necessary .W'th. the purpose of assuring t'hat sqbas—
with the material at delivery. Quality system procedures insem.b“e.S and assemt_)hes fit together.AprepIa_nned _dlmen5|onal
effect may preclude intensive inspection with activity andve”f'cat'on program IS n.ecessary to accomplish th_'s' _

record monitoring sufficing. During inspection of material, 6-4-3.4Joint Preparatior—To ensure accuracy in fit-up,
however, the following defects are those which must pd oot openings, alignment of members, cleanliness, removal of

spotted: slag, beveling, and so forth.
6.3.1.1 Deviations from nominal dimensions. 6.4.3.5Weld Layout—This layout is used to determine that
6.3.1.2 Surface defects such as excessive pitting and flakin§eld sizes are correct and that continuous or intermittent

on plate and shape materials. welds, or both, are being used in accordance with the detail
6.3.1.3 Laminations on plates. design dravyings. Full penetration welds should be inspected
6.3.1.4 Deviations from the specified type or grade ofifom both sides.

structural materials. 6.4.3.6 Fairness—To observe any noticeably excessive un-

6.3.2 In order to detect these defects, visual inspectionfirmess in the completed unit for the purpose of requiring
should be made and complemented by measurements féirness measurements if necessary.
dimensional accuracy and by ultrasonic examinations to detect 6.4.3.7 Structural Details—To verify compliance with de-
laminations as necessary. The extent of such examinatiorggn drawings of structural details such as clearance cutouts,
must be based on experience. In the last case a review of migollars, brackets, stiffener end connections, and so forth.
certification for the plate is necessary. 6.4.3.8 Supports/Braces-To verify that an adequate quan-

6.3.3 Recommended tolerance standards and repair procity and quality of supports, braces, and lifting pads are
dures for defects in excess of allowable levels are contained iprovided and properly located for use Bw“;m@nwng
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