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AWWA Standard

This document is an American Water Works Association (AWWA) standard. It is not a specification.
AWWA standards describe minimum requirements and do not contain all of the engineering and
administrative information normally contained in specifications. The AWWA standards usually
contain options that must be evaluated by the user of the standard. Until each optional feature is
specified by the user, the product or service is not fully defined. AWWA publication of a standard
does not constitute endorsement of any product or product type, nor does AWWA test, certify, or
approve any product. The use of AWWA standards is entirely voluntary. AWWA standards are
intended to represent a consensus of the water supply industry that the product described will
provide satisfactory service. When AWWA revises or withdraws this standard, an official notice of
action will be placed on the first page of the classified advertising section of Journal AWWA. The
action becomes effective on the first day of the month following the month of Journal AWWA
publication of the official notice.

American National Standard

An American National Standard implies a consensus of those substantially concerned with its scope
and provisions. An American National Standard is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the
consumer, and the general public. The existence of an American National Standard does not in any
respect preclude anyone, whether that person has approved the standard or not, from manufactur-
ing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the
standard. American National Standards are subject to periodic review, and users are cautioned to
obtain the latest editions. Producers of goods made in conformity with an American National
Standard are encouraged to state on their own responsibility in advertising and promotional
materials or on tags or labels that the goods are produced in conformity with particular American
National Standards.

CAUTION NOTICE: The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) approval date on the front
cover of this standard indicates completion of the ANSI approval process. This American National
Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time. ANSI procedures require that action be taken
to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this standard no later than five years from the date of publication.
Purchasers of American National Standards may receive current information on all standards by
calling or writing the American National Standards Institute, 11 W. 42nd St., New York, NY 10036;
(212) 642-4900.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information or retrieval
system, except in the form of brief excerpts or quotations for review purposes, without the written
permission of the publisher.

Copyright © 1999 American Water Works Association
Printed in USA
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Foreword

This foreword is for information only and is not a part of AWWA C217.

I. Introduction.

ILA. Background. This standard was developed to provide information on
cold-applied petrolatum tape coatings and petroleum wax tape coatings for external
use on special sections, connections, and fittings for buried or submerged steel water
pipelines.

I.B. History. Development of this standard was authorized by the American
Water Works Association (AWWA) Standards Council on Nov. 3, 1986. The first
edition was approved on June 21, 1990. The second edition was approved on June 17,
1995, with an effective date of Nov. 1, 1996. This edition was approved on Jan. 24,
1999.

II. Special Issues.

II.A.  Advisory Information on Product Application. This standard defines the
performance of cold-applied petrolatum tape and petroleum wax tape coatings
establishing the quality desired for long-term protection and prevention of corrosion.
It applies to the exterior coating of steel water pipelines for underground and
underwater installation under normal conditions. It is based on previous experience,
but is not designed for unqualified use under all conditions. The advisability of its
use for any installation must be reviewed by the purchaser. If an extended period of
aboveground storage of coated pipe is anticipated, the material’'s ability to resist
degradation by ultraviolet light and other atmospheric and environmental conditions
should be considered.

III. Use of This Standard. AWWA has no responsibility for the suitability
or compatibility of the provisions of this standard to any intended application by any
user. Accordingly, each user of this standard is responsible for determining that the
standard’s provisions are suitable for and compatible with that user’s intended
application.

III.A.  Purchaser Options and Alternatives. The following items should be
covered in the purchaser’s specification

1. Standard used—that is, AWWA C217-99, Standard for Cold-Applied
Petrolatum Tape and Petroleum Wax Tape Coatings for the Exterior of Special Sec-
tions, Connections, and Fittings for Buried or Submerged Steel Water Pipelines, of
latest revision.

2. Any exceptions to the standard that may be required.

3. Description and dimensions of each type of special section for each type of
exterior protection.

a. Normal or average conditions.

b. Unusual conditions (Sec. 1.1.1).

Affidavit of compliance, if required (Sec. 6.3).

Physical properties of coating and primer (Table 1).
Coating-system thickness (Sec. 4.2.2.4).

Surface preparation (Sec. 4.3.1).

Tape coating repair (Sec. 4.3.4).

Sample test requirements (Sec. 5.2).

Packaging (Sec. 6.2).

Expected aboveground exposure time (foreword, Sec. II.A).
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