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 AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD 

 

An American National Standard implies a consensus of those substantially concerned with its scope 

and provisions.  An American National Standard is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the 

consumer and the general public.  The existence of an American National Standard does not in any 

respect preclude anyone, whether he has approved the standard or not, from manufacturing, 

marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standard.  

American National Standards are subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the 

latest editions. 

 

CAUTION NOTICE:  This American National Standard is permitted to be revised or withdrawn at 

any time.  The procedures of the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken 

to reaffirm, revise or withdraw this standard no later than five years from the date of publication. 

Purchasers of American National Standards receive current information on all standards by calling 

or writing the American National Standards Institute. 
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FOREWORD       (This Foreword is not a part of ANSI/BHMA A156.34) 

 

This standard was developed to address ligature resistant trim on door hardware used in a special 

care environment.  The standard seeks to provide residents in such an environment with 

reasonable personal freedom and quality of life while at the same time to diminish the risks of  

self-harm and inappropriate uses by the residents and others. However, facilities differ as to 

environmental design, need for accessibility, tolerance   of patient risk and other factors. 

Accordingly, the facility should assess all such factors in making a product selection.  

Performance tests and, where necessary, material and dimensional requirements have been 

established to promote safety and product stability.  

As is true of all its standards, BHMA plans to update and revise this standard on a regular basis 

and welcomes input from users at any time. 
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