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FOREWORD 

Introduction to BP Group Recommended Practices and Specifications for Engineering 
 
The Introductory Volume contains a series of documents that provide an introduction to the 
BP Group Recommended Practices and Specifications for Engineering (RPSEs).  In 
particular, the 'General Foreword' sets out the philosophy of the RPSEs.  Other documents in 
the Introductory Volume provide general guidance on using the RPSEs and background 
information to Engineering Standards in BP.  There are also recommendations for specific 
definitions and requirements. 
 
Value of this Guidance for Specification 
 
This Guidance for Specification was developed under the BP Exploration XEU Simple 
Specifications Initiative.  This initiative is intended to simplify the purchasing requirements 
through a minimum conditions of satisfaction approach in regions where there is a mature 
supplier resource. 
 
Application 
 
This Guidance for Specification is intended to guide the purchaser in the use or creation of  a 
fit-for-purpose specification  for  enquiry or purchasing activity. 
 
Text in italics is Commentary.  Commentary provides background information which 
supports the requirements of the Specification, and may discuss alternative options.  It also 
gives guidance on the implementation of any 'Specification' or 'Approval' actions; specific 
actions are indicated by an asterisk (*) preceding a paragraph number. 
 
This document may refer to certain local, national or international regulations but the 
responsibility to ensure compliance with legislation and any other statutory requirements lies 
with the user.  The user should adapt or supplement this document to ensure compliance for 
the specific application. 
 
Specification Ready for Application 
 
A Specification (BP Spec 126-4) is available which may be suitable for enquiry or purchasing 
without modification.  It is derived from this BP Group Guidance for Specification by 
retaining the technical  body unaltered but omitting all commentary, omitting the data page 
and inserting a modified Foreword. 
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Feedback and Further Information  
 
Users are invited to feed back any comments and to detail experiences in the  application of 
BP RPSEs, to assist in the process of their continuous improvement. 
 
For feedback and further information, please contact Standards Group, BP International or 
the Custodian.  See Quarterly Status List for contacts. 
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