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BS 1000 [39)] : 1970

Tuis BrRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the Documentation Standards Committee, was pute
lished under the authority of the Executive Board on 27 March, 1970.
SBN : 580 05719 4

In order to keep abreast of progress British Standards are subject to periodical review. Suggestions for
improvements will be recorded and in due course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 5000, fully indexed and with a note of the contents
of each, will be found in the Institution’s Yearbook, price £1. The BS Yearbook may be consulted in
many public libraries and similar institutions.

Attention is drawn to the following British Standards:

BS 1000A. Universal Decimal Classification: Abridged English Edition.

BS 1000C. Guide to the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC). .

BS 1000. Universal Decimal Classification. English Full Edition.
UDC 572 Anthropology.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue either of separate amendments or of revised
editions. It is important that users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in possession of the
latest amendments or editions.

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:
Committee references 0C/20/4, OC/20/4/27.
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Documentation Standards Committee, under whose supervision this British Standard was prepared,
consists of representatives from the following Government departments and scientific, technical and

professional organizations:

*Aslib
Biological Council
Bodleian Library
Booksellers’ Association of Great Britain and
Ireland
British Council
British Museum
British National Bibliography
Cambridge University Library
*Commonwealth Agricultural Burcaux
Construction Industry Research and Information
Association
Department of Education and Science:
Office for Scientific and Technical Informa-
tion
H.M. Stationery Office
*Institute of Information Scientists
Institute of Journalists
Institute of Technical Publicity and Publications
*Library Association
Microfilm Association of Great Britain

*Ministry of Technology
*National Central Library
National Lending Library for Science and
Technology
National Library of Scotland
National Library of Wales
National Reference Library for Science and
Invention
National Reprographic Centre for Documenta-
tion
Periodical Publishers’ Association Limited
Permanent Committee on Geographical Names
(Royal Geographical Society)
Publishers’ Association
Royal Institute of British Architects
Royal Society
Science Abstracts
*Science Museum Library
Society of Indexers
*Standing Conference of National and University
Libraries (SCONUL)

The organizations marked with an asterisk together with the following were directly represented on the
committee entrusted with the preparation of this standard:

Ashbridge Management College

Association of British Library Schools

Association of Municipal Corporations

Board of Trade

British Library of Political and Economic
Science

British National Film Catalogue

British Steel Industry

Ceramics, Glass and Mineral Products Industry
Training Board

Chartered Insurance Institute

Classification Research Group

College of Aeronautics, Cranfield

Commonwealth Office

Ealing Technical College (School of Librarian-
ship)

Engineering Industry Training Board

Fawcett Society

Folklore Society

Guildhall Library

House of Commons Library

Imperial War Museum

Institute of Bankers

International Association of Law Libraries

London Graduate School of Business Studies

Manchester Business School

Middle Temple

Ministry of Defence Army Department

Ministry of Housing and Local Government

Ministry of Transport

Office for Scientific and Technical Information

Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain
and Ireland

Royal Institute of Public Administration

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors

United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority

University College London Library

University College London (School of Librarian-
ship)

University of East Anglia

University of Surrey

Individual experts
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UNIVERSAL DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION
ENGLISH FULL EDITION

UDC 39 ETHNOLOGY. ETHNOGRAPHY

FOREWORD

THE English version of the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) is being prepared and published as
BS 1000 by the British Standards Institution (BSI) at the original joint request of the British Society of
International Bibliography (BSIB) and the Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux
(ASLIB), now both amalgamated as Aslib. The first English full edition is the fourth international
edition authorized by the Fédération Internationale de Documentation (FID) and has the approval of
the Education Foundation, Lake Placid Club, New York, proprietors of the Dewey Decimal Classifica-
tion, from which the UDC derives.

This section is part of the English full edition and existing and prospective users are strongly advised
not to use it in isolation but in conjunction with the Abridged English Edition, BS 1000A. The abridged
edition refers to many other subjects of interest to users which are not listed in this schedule and it pro-
vides a conspectus of the whole scheme, together with an introduction to its use. For further practical
information about the principles, application and utilization of the scheme, users should refer to BS
1000C ‘Guide to the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC)’. A survey of UDC editions in English
and other languages will be found on page 13 of this volume.

Because BSI is making every effort to complete the first English full edition of the UDC by publish-
ing without delay those parts of BS 1000 which are lacking, it is possible that some errors, imperfections
and inconsistencies will be found in this section. The Institution would like to emphasize however that
every user has the opportunity to submit suggestions for improvements; these will be welcomed and
considered by the appropriate bodies. Improvements involving major changes in the order and arrange-
ment of the classification can only be introduced by international agreement (via the British Standards
Institution) but criticisms of terminology, translation, etc., affecting the English edition as such can be
dealt with by BSI.

This edition of UDC 39 Ethnology. Ethnography incorporates amendments in Extensions and
Corrections to the UDC up to and including Series 7, No. 1, March, 1969.

SCOPE
Section 39 Ethnology. Ethnography covers all questions of custom and usage in private, public and
folk life. It is appreciated that the content of this schedule is not in accordance with modern thought and
teaching in the areas of ethnology and ethnography, but it is hoped that the schedule may be of some
assistance whilst revision work is being undertaken.

NOTES ON AUXILIARY SIGNS AND SUBDIVISIONS*
Colon sign of relation. To prevent scattering of information on important recurrent concepts and for
general ease of cross reference, maximum use of the colon (rather than auxiliary numbers) is recommended,
especially for published abstracts, bibliographies or other documents with a wide circulation.
This necessitates a longer notation however, and for libraries or private collections with adequate alpha-
betical subject indexes, the use of suitable auxiliary numbers, where available, may provide a simpler
and more convenient solution.

Common auxiliaries. The common subdivisions of language=, form (0...), place (1/9), time ‘.. .’, and
point of view ...00. .., given in the tables of auxiliary signs and subdivisions* are all applicable through-
out the whole of section 39 but should only be used to express concepts not otherwise provided for in
the schedule.

EXPLANATION OF OTHER SYMBOLS USED IN THE SCHEDULE
The arrow — is used to mean either ‘see’ or ‘see also’ according to the context and form of reference.
The symbol ~ is used to mean ‘subdivide as’ and indicates that the number preceding it may be further
subdivided in the same way as, and with meanings analogous to, the subdivisions of the number which
follows it.

* The phrasc ‘auxiliary signs and subdivisions’ is often abbreviated to ‘auxiliaries’. Further information about the common auxiliary signs
and subdivisions may be found in:
BS 1000A: 1961, ‘Universal Decimal Classification: Abridged English Edition’. Contains tables of the auxiliaries and brief notes about their
use as well as a general introduction to the UDC and an abridgement of the whole scheme.
BS 1000C: 1963, ‘Guide to the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC)’. Among other things, gives detailed information about the signific~
ance and use of the auxiliaries.
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