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Cooperating organizations

The Documentation Standards Committee, under whose direction this 
British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives from the following 
Government departments and scientific and professional organizations:

Aslib* Her Majesty’s Stationery Office
Biological Council Inspec
Bodleian Library Institute of Information Scientists*
Booksellers Association of Great Britain and Institute of Scientific and Technical

Ireland Communicators
British Council Library Association*
British Library — Bibliographic Services Ministry of Defence*

Division* National Library of Scotland
British Library — Department of Printed Books National Library of Wales
British Library — Lending Division* National Reprographic Centre for
British Library — Reference Division documentation
British Library — Research and Development Patent Office

Department Periodical Publishers Association Ltd
British Library — Science Reference Library Permanent Committee on Geographical Names
Committee of London Clearing Bankers on (Royal Geographical Society)

behalf of the Committee of Scottish Publishers Association
Clearing Bankers, Co-operative Bank, Royal Institute of British Architects
Central Trustee Savings Bank and Royal Society
Yorkshire Bank Science Museum Library*

Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux* Society of Indexers
Construction Industry Research and Standing Conference of National and

Information Association University Libraries*
Council of Polytechnic Librarians
Department of Industry — Research and

Development Contractors

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the 
following, were directly represented on the committee entrusted with the 
preparation of this British Standard:

Association of British Library and Information Polytechnic of Central London
Studies Schools Polytechnic of North London

Chemical Industries Association Polytechnic of the South Bank
Classification Research Group Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Cranfield Institute of Technology Shoreditch Public Library
Department of the Environment (PSA) United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority
Ealing College of Higher Education United Kingdom Chemical Information Service
Engineering Equipment Users Association University College London, School of Library,
Furniture Industry Research Association Archive and Information Studies
Institution of Electrical Engineers Individual experts
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Foreword

The English version of the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) is being 
prepared and published as BS 1000 by the British Standards Institution (BSI) at 
the original joint request of the British Society for International Bibliography 
(BSIB) and the Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux 
(ASLIB), now amalgamated as Aslib. It has the approval of the Lake Placid 
Education Foundation, New York, proprietors of the Dewey Decimal 
Classification, from which the UDC derives. The English full edition of the UDC 
is authorized by the International Federation for Documentation (FID), P.O. 
Box 30115, 2500GC The Hague, Netherlands.
This section is part of the English full edition. It should be used in conjunction 
with the Abridged English Edition, BS 1000A, which refers to many other 
subjects of interest not listed in this schedule, and provides a conspectus of the 
whole scheme, together with an introduction to its use. For further practical 
information about the principles, application and utilization of the scheme, users 
should refer to BS 1000C.
This edition of BS 1000 [684], which supersedes the 1968 edition, includes 
modifications authorized in “Extensions and Corrections to the UDC” (FID 
publication no. 248) up to and including Series 10, No. 1, dated June 1978. 
Subsequent issues of “Extensions and Corrections to the UDC” should be 
consulted to keep the schedule up to date. British Standards related to this part 
of BS 1000 are listed on the inside back cover.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 8, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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Scope
Under 684 is classed information about the design 
and types of construction of furniture in general, 
and allied trades including veneering, marquetry 
and upholstery.

Related subjects

Auxiliary signs and subdivisions
Full information about the common and special 
auxiliary signs and subdivisions (often abbreviated 
to “common and special auxiliaries”) will be found in 
BS 1000A and BS 1000C.
Colon sign of relation. For the classification of 
information for the public, as in abstracts and 
bibliographies, maximum use of colon combinations 
rather than of common or special auxiliaries is 
recommended. The use of the colon sign of relation 
is preferable for multiple entry systems, as it will 
help prevent the concealment of information. This 
usually results in longer notation, however, and for 
information for more restricted use, the application 
of auxiliaries, where available, may be simpler and 
more convenient provided that there is an adequate 
alphabetical subject index.

Common auxiliaries. The common auxiliaries of 
language = . . . , form (0 . . .), place (1/9), race and 
nationality (= . . .), time “. . .” point of view .00 . . . , 
materials – 03 . . . and persons – 05 . . . are 
applicable throughout the UDC. However, they 
should be used mainly to express concepts not 
otherwise provided for in the schedules.
Special auxiliaries. The .03/.07 special auxiliaries 
listed under 684.4 may be detached and applied to 
any subdivision of 684.4 where this forms a 
meaningful combination, e.g.

Typographic presentation
Small type is used for cancelled numbers and text. 
The arrow F means either “see” or “see also” 
according to the context. The symbol & “subdivide 
as” means that the number preceding it may be 
subdivided in the same way as, and with meanings 
analogous to the subdivisions of, the number which 
follows it.

615.47 Instruments. Apparatus. Equipment 
and furnishing — Medical materials

64 Home economics
674 Timber and woodworking industry
677.024.57 Manufacture of special types of carpet
677.024.58 Manufacture of knotted carpets
682.5 Furnishing ironwork
683.3 Locksmithing. Door furniture
685.53 Camping equipment, especially
685.533 Portable, folding bedding. Camp beds. 

Sleeping bags
685.535 Portable, folding seats. Camp stools. 

Collapsible chairs
691.145 Wallpapers
745 Decorative handicrafts
749 Artistic furniture. Heating and lighting 

devices

684.4.07 Upholstered furniture
684.431.4 Chair seats
684.431.4.07 Upholstered chair seats
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