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FOREWORD

This British Standard has been revised under the authority of the Timber Industry
Standards Committee and incorporates the following five principal changes which
affect this Part. . :

(1) The standard is now issued in three Parts

Part 1. Methods of test.
Part 2. Medium board and hardboard,
Part . 3. Insulating board (softboard).

(2) A deflection limit has been specified which recognizes a most important
application of insulating boards and tiles, namely to ceilings. As the bending
strength provides an assessment of the site-handling capacity of boards, it has
been specified for boards and large tiles only, but not for small tiles, since
this point is irrelevant to their use, :

A water absorption limit is no longer universally specified as it is
considered only to be relevant for sheathing and sarking applications. Only during
this type of use is the material expected to become wet during erection. Ordinary
insulating board should be fixed in the dry state and installed so that it remains dry.
A general water absorption limit is therefore both misleading and irrelevant.

(3) Requirements for sarking and sheathing boards have been specified
separately.

(4) A method of quality control has been adopted.
(5) This standard is given in metric terms,

NOTE, As fibre building boards are manufactured and used in a wide range of sizes,
many of these uses being outside the construction industry, dimensionally
co-ordinated standard sizes are not specified, However, where a range of boards

is to be manufactured for use in dimensionally co-ordinated buildings designed

to the controlling reference system given in BS 4330, as a first preference their
co-ordinating sizes for length and width should be selected from the sizes

given in Clause 3 of BS 4606, '

Methods of test for properties additional to those used for specification
purposes herein have been included in Part 1. Some of these tests may be relevant
to boards required for specific purposes; in these circumstances, the supplier
should agree with the purchaser on the required level of performance.

Compliance with test requirements may be verified either by reference to the
manufacturers, or by consignment testing.

Routine tests made by the manufacturer during the course of production are
generally to be preferred to tests made on samples drawn from consignments, because
a manufacturer can test a sufficient number of samples of a particular type of board
S A to provide accurate estimates of the true average value of the properties concerned
Z{ES and the variations that occur in these properties. If consignment testing is
required, information is given on the procedure in Clause 3 of Part i of this standard.

Guidance on the use of insulating boards in flat roofs is given in
appendix A.~
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