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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Timber Standards Committee and is a revision of the
1963 imperial edition which is now withdrawn.

Sizes are given in metric values in terms of Sl units. For
further information on Sl units reference should be made
to BS 3763 and PD 5686.

This revision specifies surrounds for use with metal
windows complying with BS 990 : Part 2.

Previous editions of this standard specified the overall sizes
of surrounds by reference to the actual heights and widths
of the windows and doors they would contain; in this
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edition co-ordinating heights and widths are determined by
reference to the co-ordinating sizes of the windows and
doors contained in BS 990 : Part 2.

Timber section sizes are specified which are economical for
all sizes of window; alternative section sizes are given to
enable external, dimensionally co-ordinated sizes to be
maintained if desired.

Account has been taken of the principles of dimensional
co-ordination as laid down in BS 4011, BS 4330 and
PD 6444 : Part 1.
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BS 1285:1980

British Standard Specification for

Wood surrounds for steel windows and doors

Section one. General

1. Scope

This standard specifies softwood and hardwood surrounds
for use with the steel windows and doors specified in

BS 990 : Part 2. Optional features to be agreed between
manufacturer and purchaser are given in appendix A.

Recommendations for site storage and painting are given in
appendix B, and recommendations for the fixing of steel
windows into wood surrounds are given in appendix C.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard, the definitions
given in BS 565, BS 2900 and BS 3589 apply.

4. Timber and workmanship

Timber shall be of a species suitable for external use
complying with the requirements of BS 1186 : Part 1.
Softwood shall be of class 3 unless otherwise specified for
stained finishes (see appendix A) and hardwood shall be of
class 1 unless specified to be painted, when it may be of
class 2. The quality of workmanship shall be in accordance
with BS 1186 : Part 2 unless otherwise specified in this
standard.

Section two. Surrounds

5. Types of surround

The sections for the heads, transoms, jambs and sills shall
be as shown in figure 1.
NOTE. Figure 1 shows two types of surround: ex 50 mm X 75 mm

and ex 75 mm X 75 mm, the latter providing dimensionally
co-ordinated surrounds.

6. Manufacturing sizes and permissible deviations

6.1 Co-ordinating dimensions of surrounds.

The co-ordinating dimensions of surrounds shall be
determined according to the co-ordinating dimensions of
the windows and doors to which they are fitted (see
figures 1 and 2).

6.2 Co-ordinating height and width. The co-ordinating
height of the surround shall be the sum of the co-ordinating
heights of the windows plus the allowances given in 6.3 for
sills, heads and transoms. The co-ordinating width of the
surround shall be the sum of the co-ordinating widths of
the windows plus the allowances given in 6.3 for jambs and
mullions.
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6.3 Allowances. Allowances for members of surrounds
shall be as follows:

Ex 50 mm X 75 mm Ex75 mm X 75 mm

(a) Sill 30 mm 50 mm
(b) Head 30 mm 50 mm
(c) Transom 20 mm 20 mm
(d) Jamb 30 mm 50 mm
(e) Mullion 20 mm 20 mm

6.4 Work sizes. The work sizes of surrounds shall be the
size between rebates and shall be 3 mm less than the
window co-ordinating dimension, i.e. the work size of the
steel window plus 3 mm.

6.5 Deviations. The maximum permissible deviation on
the work sizes of the surround shall be + 1.5 mm.

7. Construction

7.1 General. The head, sill and jambs of a surround shall
be scribed and framed together with joints that are either
combed or morticed and tenoned. All joints shall comply
with the requirements of BS 1186 : Part 2. An appropriate
adhesive shall be used for frames with a stained finish

(see 7.4).

7.2 Combed joints. Combed joints shall have not less than
two tongues on each member. Tongues shall be not less
than 10 mm thick and the joint shall be pinned.

7.3 Mortice and tenon joints. Jambs and mullions shall be
through tenoned into heads and sills. Transoms shall be
through tenoned into jambs. In surrounds containing
mullions and transoms either the mullion or transom may
be in one length with the other stub tenoned into it.

The opposing tenons of stub tenon joints shall be arranged
so that the joint can be cramped up tightly.

Tenons shall be not less than 12 mm thick and of the
maximum width possible for their position in the member.
Through tenons shall be pinned or wedged. At the joints
between the jambs, head and sill, horns shall be not less
than 40 mm long. :

7.4 Glueing of joints. Adhesives, where required by

BS 1186 : Part 2, shall be applied in accordance with the
requirements of that standard and shall be of type MR as
defined in BS 1204 : Part 1 or of equal or better
performance (e.g. WBP).

With timber that has been stained or treated with
preservative only adhesives that are known to be compatible
with the preservative or stain shall be used.

The joints of surrounds which are to be stained shall not

be put together with paint. Documents
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8. Surface finish

All surfaces that will be exposed to view after installation
shall comply with the requirements of clause 5 of
BS 1186 : Part 2 : 1971.

9. Preservation and priming

9.1 If the natural durability of the surrounds is less than
‘durable, as defined in Technical Note no. 40%, they shall
be treated with preservatives to achieve performance
category A of BS 5589. The choice of treatment shall be at
the discretion of the manufacturer of the surround who
shall be responsible for selecting the method of treatment
and following the recommendations of BS 5589 for drying
time and compatibility with adhesives, metals and other
factors.

After treating with preservatives the drying time
recommended by the manufacturers of the preservative

shall elapse before glueing takes place. Additional drying
time shall be allowed for areas of high absorbency.

The advice of glue and preservative manufacturers shall be
followed in the selection of glues known by test to be
compatible with the preservative treatment.

9.2 Surrounds for painting shall be knotted to comply

with the requirements of BS 1336 and primed with one
coat of primer complying with the requirements of

BS 5358 or BS 5082. The primer shall be compatible with
the selected preservative treatment and suitable for external
joinery. The method of applying the primer shall be decided
by the manufacturer of the surround.

9.3 Surrounds for other finishes shall be treated in
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

9.4 All surfaces that are cut after finishing or preservative
treatment shall be re-treated before the joinery is fixed in
position.

“See Technical Note no. 40, 1975, ‘The natural durability classification of timber’ published by the Princes Risborongh | a’wora\DyQQ\u ments
Building Research Establishment. Document Sharing Hub
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