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Tuis BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Mechanical Engineering Industry Standards Committee,
was published under the authority of the Executive Board
on 8 July, 1970.

SBN: 580 06181 7

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries con-
cerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review.
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 5000,
fully indexed and with a note of the contents of each, will
be found in the British Standards Yearbook, price £1. The
BS Yearbook may be consulted in many public libraries and
similar institutions.

This standard makes reference to the following British
Standards:
BS 1399. Rotary shaft lip seals.
Part 1. Dimensions of shafts and housings.
Part 2. Methods of performance rating.
BS 3574. Recommendations for storage of vulcanized rubber.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue either
of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important that
users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in
possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:
Committee reference MEE/99 Draft for comment 69/26123
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Royal Institute of British Architects

The Government departments and scientific and industrial
organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together
with the following, were directly represented on the committee
entrusted with the preparation of this British Standard:

Agricultural Engineers’ Association
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BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR
ROTARY SHAFT LIP SEALS

Part 3. Terminology, and recommendations
for handling

FOREWORD

This Part of this British Standard, which has been prepared under the authority
of the Mechanical Engineering Industry Standards Committee, should be used in
conjunction with Parts 1 and 2 of this standard.

TERMINOLOGY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
1. SCOPE

This Part of this British Standard gives definitions for and illustrations of
terms used in relation to rotary shaft lip seals, and gives recommendations for
the storage, handling, preparation for assembly and fitting of rotary shaft lip
seals.

2. TERMINOLOGY

NOTE. For clarification, the references are made to figure numbers, but a particular term is
not necessarily exclusive to the figure quoted.

2.1 Abutment face (front or back). (See Fig. 2a.)
2.2 Air side (See Term 2.4.)

2.3 Axial interference. The dimensional difference between the axial width of a
seal and the axial space into which it is fitted.

2.4 Back. The side of a rotary shaft seal which in normal use faces away from
the sealed fluid.

2.5 Bonded rotary shaft lip seal. A seal in which the sealing element is bonded
to a metal case (see Figs. 1a, 1b and Ic.)

2.6 Bonded rotary lip seal with reinforced case. A seal with an inner and outer
metal casing to which the sealing lip is bonded. One part of the casing may

provide reinforcement, protection to the sealing lip or spring retention (see Figs.
1b and 1c.)

2.7 Case (See Fig. 1a.)
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