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BS 144 : Part 2 : 1990

Foreword

This Part of BS 144 has been prepared under the direction
of the Wood Preservation Standards Policy Committee.

It forms Part 2 of a two Part revision of three British
Standards relating to wood preservation with coal tar
creosotes: BS 144 : 1973 ‘Specification for coal tar
creosote for the preservation of timber’; BS 913 : 1973
‘Specification for wood preservation by means of pressure
creosoting’ and BS 3051 : 1972 ‘Specification for coal tar
creosotes for wood preservation (other than creosotes to
BS 144)’. In BS 144 : 1973 and BS 3051 : 1972 the
specification for the product, methods of treatment and
test methods were combined for a number of types of
product.

Part 1 and 2 of this revision of BS 144 supersede
BS 144 : 1973, BS 913 : 1973 and BS 3051 : 1972,
which are withdrawn.
This revision of BS 144 has been divided into two Parts:
(a) Part 1. Specification for preservative
(b) Part 2. Methods for timber treatment

The specifications for all types of product together with
relevant methods of test are given in Part 1 and the treat-
ment procedures for all types are given in this Part.

A new clause has been introduced covering procedural
details that need to be specified in addition to those given
in this Part and/or which require prior agreement between
the operator of the treatment process and the customer.

The schedule of net retention given in BS 913 : 1973 in
relation to specific end uses has not been retained in this
revision. For treatments in relation to specific end uses or
where a specified service life of the treated timber is
required, this Part should be read in conjunction with the
relevant commodity specification (see 2.1) in which such
details will usually be given, e.g. BS 5589.

Caution. This Part of BS 144 calls for the use of proce-
dures that may be injurious to health if adequate
precautions are not taken. It refers only to technical
suitability and does not absolve the user from legal
obligations relating to health and safety at any stage.

The creosote types specified in BS 144 : Part 1 require
Government approval under the Control of Pesticides
Regulations 1986 (S| 1510) before they can be sold,
supplied, stored, advertised or used in the UK.

NOTE 1. Attention is also drawn to the leaflet The safe use of
wood preservatives — A basic policy statement issued by the
British Wood Preserving Association.

NOTE 2. Further information on the use of coal tar creosote
may be found in BS 1282, BS 5268 : Part 5 and BS 5589.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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BS 144 : Part 2 : 1990

Methods

1 Scope

This Part of BS 144 describes procedures for the treatment
of timber using coal tar creosotes specified in BS 144 :
Part 1.

It does not specify details of treatment relating to specific
end uses for which reference to the relevant commodity
specification (see 2.1) should be made.

In addition to the definitive procedures, this Part also
includes details that need to be specified and/or which
require prior agreement between the treater and the
customer (see clause 3).

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard are
listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this Part of BS 144 the following
definitions apply.

2.1 commodity specification. Any document providing
details of preservative treatments required for a specific
end use.

NOTE. Examples of such documents are a British Standard
specification; a British Standard code of practice, e.g. BS 5589;
a published specification or recommendation of a relevant trade
association or public authority.

2.2 treater. The organization responsible for carrying out
the treatment process.

2.3 net retention. The quantity of creosote remaining in
the timber charge after removal from the cylinder
(expressed in kg/m?).

3 Exchange of information

3.1 General
In order to carry out a treatment in accordance with this
standard it is necessary for the treater to be provided with
the following supplementary information which shall be
fully documented:
(a) essential information to be supplied to the treater
by the customer (see 3.2);
(b) items to be agreed between the treater and the
customer (see 3.3).

3.2 Essential information to be supplied to the treater
by the customer

3.2.1 Commodity specifications. Any commodity specifi-
cation to which reference is required for information or
operating detail shall be clearly identified.

NOTE. Some commodity specifications provide for a number of
alternative treatments, e.g. BS 5589. It is then essential to identify
which treatment applies.

Full document details: BS 144-2:1990

3.2.2 Timber to be treated. The following information
shall be stated if not specified in the relevant commodity
specification:

(a) the timber species (see 5.3 and 5.4);

(b) whether the end use is for poles complying with
BS 1990 : Part 1;

(c) whether incising is required (see 4.2).

3.2.3 Method of treatment. The treatment parameters
shall be identified by reference to the relevant commodity
specification or, if not specified by reference to the
relevant commodity specification, the process to be used
shall be specified including the essential parameters
associated with that process.

3.3 Items to be agreed between the treater and the
customer
If agreed between the treater and the customer the follow-
ing items shall be stated.
(a) Conditions of timber for treatment: whether timber
showing signs of attack by sapstain fungi or pinhole
borers is an acceptable constituent of the charge
(see 4.1.2).

(b) Reduced pressure for pressure sensitive material:
whether a reduced pressure in the pressure period is
required and if there are any consequential modifica-
tions to the standard pressure period (see note to 5.4).
(c) Boulton process: whether the Boulton process
(5.7.5) is to be used prior to treatment by pressure
impregnation.

(d) Inspection of treatment operation: whether the
customer is to observe the treatment operation on site.
(e) Creosote: the type of creosote (see BS 144 : Part 1)
to be used.

(f) Retention: identification of the samples to be used
for the determination of the net retention (see 5.8).
(g) Post-treatment operations: whether any post-
treatment operations are to be undertaken prior to
delivery of the timber. If so, the further treatment
described in appendix B shall be carried out.

NOTE. It is also recommended that the treatments described in
appendix B should be applied by users of the timber following
such operations on treated timber.

4 Condition and preparation of timber for
treatment

4.1 Condition of timber before treatment

4.1.1 General. On visual inspection, using normal or
corrected vision, the surface of the timber shall be free
from mud, dirt, inner and outer bark, sawdust and shavings.
It shall also be free from paint, polish or other surface
finish.
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