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BS 1679 ; Part 4 : 1969

Tris BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Packaging Standards Committee, was published under the
authority of the Executive Board on 28th August, 1969.

First published, May 1965.
First revision, August 1969.

SBN: 580 05891 3

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries
concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review.
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 5000,
fully indexed and with a note of the contents of each, will
be found in the British Standards Yearbook, price 20s. The
BS Yearbook may be consulted in many public libraries and
similar institutions.

This standard makes reference to the following British
Standard and in addition, to other Parts of BS 1679:

BS 410. Test sieves

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue either
of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important that
users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in
possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:
Committee references P/188, P/188/5  Draft for comment 69/2131
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Packaging Standards Committee, under whose supervision
this British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives
from the following Government departments and scientific and
industrial organizations: ;
Association of Steel Drum Manufacturers
Board of Trade
*British Carton Association
British Jute Trade Federal Council
British Paper Bag Federation
British Paper & Board Makers® Association (Incorporated)
*British Paper Box Federation
*British Plastics Federation
*British Tin Box Manufacturers’ Federation
Chemical Industries Association
*Collapsible Tube Manufacturers’ Association .
Crown Agents for Oversea Governments and Administrations
Envelope Makers’ & Manufacturing Stationers’ Association
Fibreboard Packing Case Manufacturers’ Association
Food Manufacturers’ Federation Incorporated
*Glass Manufacturers’ Federation
Institute of Packaging
Institute of Weights and Measures Administration
Institution of Production Engineers
Ministry of Technology
Ministry of Transport
Packaging Films Manufacturers’ Association
Paintmakers’ Association of Great Britain
Soap & Detergent Industry Association
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders Ltd.

Timber Container Confederation

The industrial organjzations marked with an asterisk in the

above list, together with the following, were directly represented

on the committees entrusted with the preparation of this British

Standard:

Aluminium Federation

Association of British Pharmaceutical Industry

British Closure Manufacturers’ Association |

British Industrial Biological Research Association

British Medical Association

British Pharmacopoeia Commission |

Department of Health and Social Security

Guild of Public Pharmacists

Institute of Purchasing and Supply

National Pharmaceutical Union

Joint Committee of Ophthalmic Opticians

Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain .

Scottish National Commiitee of Ophthalmic Opticians

The Faculty of Ophthalmologists L.

The Research Association for the Paper and Board, Printing and
Packaging Indusiries (PIRA)
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BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR
CONTAINERS FOR PHARMACEUTICAL
DISPENSING

Part 4. Plastics containers for tablets
and ointments -

" FOREWORD

This British Standard is one of a series’ which has been prepared, under the
authority of the Packaging Standards Committee, following a request from the
then Ministry of Health for British Standards for containers suitable for pharma-
cists to use for National Health Service dispensing.

Other specifications already issued in this series are Part 1 ¢ Paperboard
boxes and cartons and components *; Part 2 ¢ Glass containers ’; Part 3 © Metal
containers ’; Part 5 ‘ Eye dropper bottles °; Part 6 ¢ Glass medicine bottles
and Part 7 ¢ Ribbed oval glass bottles °.

This Part was first published in 1965 and has now been revised and extended
to take into account the major developments which have taken place in the
range of plastics containers designed for pharmaceutical products. In -order
to give manufacturers as much scope as possible in design, quality requirements
are effected by means of performance tests rather than by specifying materials
or methods of construction, the only provision in regard to materials as such
is the exclusion of those likely to have toxic effects.

A full range of capacities (with appropriate designations) has been devised
to meet all metric dispensing requirements for tablet containers and ointment
containers.

SPECIFICATION
1. SCOPE

This Part of this British Standard specifies the style and sizes of plastics con-
tainers suitable for dispensing (1) tablets, capsules, lozenges and similar phar-
‘maceutical preparations (fablet containers), and (2) ointments, pastes and
creams (ointment containers). Requirements are given for materials used, design
and capacity. Requirements and methods of test are given for the effectiveness of
the containers in protecting their contents from either water-vapour uptake or
water-vapour loss, and for mechanical strength.
Tablet containers meeting the requirements of this standard are considered
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