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National foreword

This Section of BS 1715 has been prepared under the direction of the Chemicals 
Standards Policy Committee. It is identical with ISO 685:1975 “Analysis of 
soaps — Determination of total alkali content and total fatty matter content” 
published by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO).
This method supersedes the methods for determination of total fatty matter and 
determination of total alkali given in BS 1715:1963, which are deleted by 
amendment.
Terminology and conventions. The text of the International Standard has 
been approved as suitable for publication as a British Standard without 
deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those 
used in British Standards; attention is drawn especially to the following.
The comma has been used as a decimal marker. In British Standards it is current 
practice to use a full point on the baseline as the decimal marker.
The symbol “l” has been used to denote litre (and in its submultiples). In British 
Standards it is current practice to use the symbol “L”.
Wherever the words “International Standard” appear, referring to this standard, 
they should be read as “Section of BS 1715”.

The International Standard for sampling of soaps (see clause 2 and clause 7) is 
not yet published. Relevant information on sampling is included in BS 1715 
“Analysis of soaps”, Part 1:1989 “General introduction, sampling, and test for 
presence of synthetic anionic-active surface active agents”.
Additional information. With reference to clause 5, water complying with 
grade 3 of BS 3978 “Specification for water for laboratory use” is suitable.
With reference to 5.4, the sulphuric acid or hydrochloric acid standard volumetric 
solution, expressed as an amount-of substance concentration, 
is c("H2 SO4) = 1 mol/L or c(HCl) = 1 mol/L. With reference to 5.5 and 5.6, the 
sodium hydroxide and potassium hydroxide standard volumetric solutions, 
expressed as amount-of-substance concentrations, are c(NaOH) = 1 mol/L 
and c(KOH) = 1 mol/L, respectively. In the definitions of T0 and T1 in 9.1.1, and 
T in 9.2.1, “normality” should be read as “amount-of-substance concentration 
(mol/L)”.
For the purposes of 5.3 the ethanol may be replaced by industrial methylated 
spirits complying with BS 3591 “Specification for industrial methylated spirits” of 
appropriate strength. It should be noted that the use of industrial methylated 
spirits is governed by The Methylated Spirits Regulations, 1983 (S.I. 1983 
No. 252). It is not permissible to use duty-free ethanol, received under the 
provisions of the Alcoholic Liquors Duties Act 1972, Section 10, for purposes for 
which industrial methylated spirits is an acceptable alternative.
This Section describes a method of test only, and should not be used or quoted as 
a specification defining limits of purity. Reference to this Section should indicate 
that the method of test used is in accordance with BS 1715-2.1.

Cross-reference

International Standard Corresponding British Standard

ISO 684:1974 BS 1715 Analysis of soaps
Section 2.2:1989 Method for determination of total free 
alkali content
(Identical)
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