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BS 1746 : 1987

Foreword

This revision of BS 1746 has been prepared under the
direction of the Furniture and Household Equipment
Standards Committee. It supersedes the 1977 edition of
BS 1746 which is withdrawn.

BS 1746 was first published in 1951 and specified minimum
safety requirements for pressure cookers for domestic use.
It was revised in 1977 with the introduction of metric units
and the updating of the requirements for stainless steel and
aluminium alloys.

This revision contains improved safety requirements and
takes account of technical advances in pressure cooker
design and manufacture since the previous edition. In the
preparation of the standard consideration has been given

to the safeguarding of the user from foreseeable and
preventable hazards arising through normal use, and a degree
of abuse, of a pressure cooker based upon known events in
service. The attention of manufacturers is drawn to the
need to consider all potential hazards, such as those which
may arise as a consequence of the operation of a safety
pressure relief device with the vessel under pressure (some
of which are referred to in 5.2 (d)), and to eliminate such
hazards from the design of their products even where
statistics do not yet exist to support a need for this.

Suitable materials for aluminium and stainless steel pressure
cookers are now given in an appendix to allow the
introduction of new materials without restriction, provided
that they perform safely, although the life-expectancy of
any proposed new material would need to be carefully
evaluated to ensure equivalence to th* established materials.

Definitions for the various parts and operating parameters
of pressure cookers have been included in this revision.

The previous requirement for the secondary pressure relief
device to be only temperature responsive has been adjusted

to allow the use of either a temperature or a pressure
responsive secondary device.

The methods for testing of pressure cookers are given in an
appendix and have been simplified by relating all pressure
requirements to the operating pressure of the cooker,
which is now required to be marked upon the cooker.
This information is also of value to the purchaser as it
enables direct comparison of the potential performance of
different pressure cookers. Cooking performance, being
related to design features of a pressure cooker which are a
matter of choice for the consumer, is not covered in this
standard.

The electrical safety requirements for electrically heated
pressure cookers are given in BS 3456 : Section 3.19.
The non-electrical safety requirements of BS 3456 :
Section 3.19 are based on, and are consistent with, those
of BS 1746.

The performance of handles and handle assemblies attached
to domestic pressure cookers is now covered in BS 6743.

The attention of purchasers is drawn to the instructions for
use which are required to be supplied by the manufacturer
with a pressure cooker. These instructions should be studied
carefully before the pressure cooker is put into use.

Attention is drawn to the provisions of Statutory
Instrument S| 1978 No. 1927 ‘Materials and Articles in
Contact with Food Regulations’, since pressure cookers
used for preparing food are legally required to comply with
these.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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