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Cooperating organizations

The Fibres Yarns and Fabrics Standards Committee, under whose direction 
this British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives from the 
following:

Association of Jute Spinners and Manufacturers
British Man-made Fibres Federation
British Nonwoven Manufacturers’ Association
British Railways Board
British Textile Employers’ Association
Central Council of the Irish Linen Industry*
Consumer Standards Advisory Committee of BSI
Department of Industry (Chemicals and Textiles)
Institute of Purchasing and Supply
International Wool Secretariat
Knitting Industries Federation Ltd.
Manchester Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Ministry of Defence*
Narrow Fabrics Federation
Textile Institute*
Warp Knitters’ Association Ltd.

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the 
following, were directly represented on the Technical Committee entrusted 
with the preparation of this British Standard:

Bleachers’, Dyers’ and Finishers’ Association (Inc)
Flax Spinners’ Association Ltd. of Northern Ireland
Flaxspinners’ and Manufacturers’ Association of Great Britain
Irish Linen Merchants’ Association
Irish Power Loom Manufacturers’ Association
Lambeg Industrial Research Association
Linen Sewing Thread Manufacturers’ Association
Society of Dyers and Colourists

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date of issue Comments

Full document details: BS 1781:1981

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-1781-1981
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-1781-1981


BS 1781:1981

© BSI 09-1999 i

Contents

Page
Cooperating organizations Inside front cover
Foreword ii
1 Scope 1
2 References 1
3 Materials 1
4 Manufacture of fabrics 1
5 Making-up of finished articles 1
6 Marking 2
Appendix A Colour fastness requirements of yarns
for identification or decorative purposes 5
Table 1 — Fabric requirements 2
Table 2 — Roller towels, hand towels, tea towels and
kitchen cloths 3
Table 3 — Medicine cloths, table cloths, oven cloths and
operating theatre gown cloths 4
Publications referred to Inside back cover

Full document details: BS 1781:1981

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-1781-1981
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-1781-1981


BS 1781:1981

ii © BSI 09-1999

Foreword

This revision of this British Standard has been prepared under the direction of 
the Fibres, Yarns and Fabrics Standards Committee. Many of the fabrics 
specified in the 1967 edition of BS 1781 for sheets, sheeting, pillowslips and 
miscellaneous cloths have been deleted since they are no longer purchased in 
sufficient quantities to justify inclusion in this revision. This new edition of 
BS 1781 supersedes the 1967 edition which is therefore withdrawn.
This edition does not include any reference to standard patterns, which were 
formerly supplied by BSI as BS 1781P, and could be used to assess properties not 
specified in the standard. Standard patterns may now be available from the 
purchasing authority mentioned in the tender or contract, and on publication of 
this British Standard it is proposed to formally withdraw BS 1781P.
This standard does not specify requirements for the scale of sampling to be used. 
In appropriate cases guidance can be obtained from BS 6001.
This standard has been produced following publication of BS 5815 and reference 
is made to that standard for dimensions of sheets, sheeting and pillowslips.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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