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Trus BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Bedding Industry Standards Committee, was published
under the authority of the General Council on 26th June,
1963.

First edition, October, 1951.

First revision, June, 1963.

The Institution desires 1:: call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries
concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review.
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 5000,
indexed and cross-indexed for reference, together with an
abstract of each standard, will be found in the Institution’s
Yearbook,

This standard makes reference to the following British
Standards:

B.S. 1425, Cleanliness of fillings and stuffings for bedding,
upholstery, toys and other domestic articles.

B.S. 1781. Linen textiles for use by hospitals and local
authorities.

B.S. 2005. Glossary of terms applicable to fillings and
stuffings for bedding, upholstery, toys and other
domestic articles.

B.S. 2570. Natural fibre twines.

B.S. 2732. Tickingsforuse by hospitalsand local authorities.

B.S. 3173. Non-pocketed or open-type spring-centre units
for domestic mattresses.

B.S. 3474. Quality of fillings for bedding, upholstery and
domestic articles.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue

either of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important

that users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in
possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following B.S.1. references relate to the work on this standard:

Committee reference BDM/3, BDM/3/1

Draft for comment AB(BDM)8538
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Bedding Industry Standards Committee, under
whose supervision this British Standard was prepared,
consists of representatives from the following Govern-
ment departments and industrial organizations:

*Furnishing Spring Makers’ Federation
Institute of Iron and Steel Wire Manufacturers
*Ministry of Health
*Ministry of Public Building and Works
National Association of Retail Furnishers
*National Federation of Bedding and Allied Trades
*National Union of Furniture Trade Operatives
Ticking Group
*War Office
Women’s Advisory Committee of the B.S.I.
Representatives of filling materials manufacturers,

The Government departments and industrial organiza-
tions marked with an asterisk in the above list, together
with the following, were directly represented on the
committees entrusted with the preparation of this
British Standard.

Admiralty

Air Ministry

Association of Hospital Management Committees
Association of Hospital Matrons

British Man-made Fibres Federation

Institute of Hospital Administrators

J.E.S.C. Bedding Sub-committee

Medical Superintendents’ Society

Royal College of Nursing

South West Metropolitan Region—Supplies Officers Group
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BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR
SPRING INTERIOR MATTRESSES

FOR HOSPITALS-,V INSTITUTIONS AND
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

Part 1. Mattresses for adult beds and cots

FOREWORD

The first edition of this British Standard, originally covering -only. hospital
type matfresses, was based on proposals made by the National Federation of
Bedding and Allied Trades and was published in 1951. Dimensions were.
specified to ensure that the mattresses would fit the standard hospital bedstead
3 ft 0 in wide by 6 ft 6 inlong (91 x 198 cm) as specified in B.S. 1682, ‘Hospital
bedsteads for general purposes’. Provision was also made for mattresses to fit
bedsteads 2 ft 6 in (76 cm) wide and in 1952 a mattress 2 ft 9 in (84 cm) wide
was added for use with hospital adult cots to B.S. 1976 because it had been
found that the 3 ft 0 in (91 cm) wide mattress did not allow sufficient room for
blankets etc. when cot sides were used. There was also published in 1952 a
separate standard B.S. 1819 Part 2 covering mattresses for children’s cots.

The standard has now been completely revised to make provision for other
institutions, and for the needs of Government departments, The specification
has been extended to cover a double bed mattress 4 ft 6 in (137 cm) wide and
requirements for mattresses regularly purchased by the Admiralty.

On account of doubts expressed by some purchasers about means of
ensuring that mattresses comply with this specification the question of marking
was specially considered by the responsible Committes, and it was decided to
include the use of the B.S.I. certification mark as an obligatory requirement.

As enquiries have often been received about the ability of spring interior
mattresses to withstand sterilization, the Committee responsible for preparing
this British Standard wishes to emphasize that mattresses complying with this
specification will withstand sterilization by the normal steam and vacuum

‘process used in many hospitals, or by formaldehyde vapour, but the mattress
should always be kept as flat as possible and not folded or tightly rolled.

It is mecessary to draw attention to the fact that the matiress handles
(Clause 10) are provided only as a means of turning or lifting the mattress
itself. It is recommended that in the training of nursing staff it should be
emphasized that in no circumstances should these handles be used for moving
a mattress when a patient is on it.
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