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Foreword

This British Standard was originally published in 1926 and
revised in 1936 and 1956 under the title ‘White spirit’.

The present edition has been prepared to bring the standard
substantially into line with International Standard ISO 1250
‘Mineral solvents for paints — White spirits and related
hydrocarbon solvents’, but it has been considered not
necessary to include all the details of the test methods given
in ISO 1250 as some are already published in British
Standard methods. In preparing this British Standard it has
also been considered necessary to deviate from 1SO 1250

in some details, notably in specifying a lower limit for
residue on evaporation and the deletion of method B in the
distillation test corresponding to Institute of Petroleum
method IP 195/73; this method is not normally used in the
UK for white spirit solvents.
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This British Standard is intended to cover the essential
requirements for mineral solvents used in the paint industry
and in other industries; these solvents may be considered as
falling into two categories according to aromatics content,
namely:

Type A, having an aromatics content less than 25 % (v/v);
Type B, having an aromatics content of 25 % to 50 % (v/v).

In the International Standard it was at first intended to use
the simple title ‘White spirit’, but discussion showed that
this term would not be generally acceptable for such a wide
range of solvents because in some countries it is used with a
much more restricted meaning. Accordingly a longer, but
more explanatory, title was adopted for the International
Standard and, therefore, for this corresponding British
Standard.
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BS 245 : 1976

British Standard Specification for

Mineral solvents (white spirit and related hydrocarbon
solvents) for paints and other purposes

1. Scope and field of application

This British Standard specifies the requirements for two
categories of mineral solvents for use in paints and varnishes,
and for other purposes, as follows:

Type A, having an aromatics content telow 25 % (v/A);
Type B, having an aromatics content of 25 % to 50 %
(v/v).

These materials meet the requirements of the Highly
Flammable Liquids and Liquefied Petroleum Gases
Regulations 1972 as not constituting ‘highly flammable
liquids’.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Required characteristics and their tolerances

Mineral solvents consist essentially of a mixture of
hydrocarbons, but the presence of a denaturant is
permitted when agreed between the interested parties; the
materials shall have the characteristics shown in table 1.

Full document details: BS 245:1976

4. Samples

4.1 Representative samples, each having a volume of not
less than 500 ml, shall, wherever possible, be taken in
triplicate from one or more original and previously unopened
containers or from the bulk during packing, as may be
agreed between the interested parties. Samples shall be
packed in clean, dry, airtight bottles of dark glass, or of
clear glass provided they are protected from light. The
containers shall be of such a size that they are nearly filled
by the sample. Each sample container so filled shall be
sealed with a material unaffected by the contents and
marked with the full details and date of sampling.
Guidance on sampling is given in BS 4726.

4.2 If an agreed sample is required for the purpose of
clause 3 in relation to odour, it shall comply in all other
respects with the requirements of this specification. It shall
have a volume of not less than 500 ml and shall be packed
in the manner described in 4.1.
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