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Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

National foreword

BS 2481 was first published in 1954 and was revised in
1961 and 1975 to take into account relevant standards
that had been developed up to that time within the
International Organization for Standardization (1SO).
This standard is now being further revised and this time

it is being issued in a number of separate Parts, some of
which are identical with international standards relating
to typewriters that have been published in recent years.
This Part of this British Standard has been prepared under
the direction of the Office and Information Standards
Committee as part of this revision. It is identical with

ISO 1091 ‘Typewriters — Layout of printing and function
keys', published by ISO in 1977,

Parts 1 and 2 of this revision are being published simul-
taneously with this Part of this standard. Part 1 specifies
keyboard arrangements. |t uses the core shown in

ISO 2126-1975 ‘Office machines — Basic arrangement for
the alphanumeric section of keyboards operated with
both hands’ and takes fully into account 1SO 2530-1975
‘Keyboard for international information processing inter-
change using the 1SO 7-bit coded character set —
Alphanumeric area’ and 1SO 3243-1975 ‘Keyboards for
countries whose languages have alphabetic extenders —
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Guidelines for harmonization’. Part 2 is identical with
ISO 1090-1981 ‘Office machines and data processing
equipment — Function key symbols on typewriters’.

A further Part containing a glossary of terms for type-
writers will be published as soon as work on-this subject
has been completed within ISO.

Parts 1, 2 and 3 of this standard supersede BS 2481-: 1975
which is therefore withdrawn,

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international
standard has been approved as suitable for publication as a
British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and
certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards; attention is especially drawn to the
following.

Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear,
referring to this standard, they should be read as
‘British Standard’,

Cross-reference. There is no corresponding British Standard
for 1ISO 2126-1975 referred to in the footnote to clause 1
of this standard. However, the keyboard layout shown in
Part 1 of this standard is fully in conformity with that
shown in 1SO 2126.
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1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION

This International Standard specifies the arrangement,
number, spacing and location of the printing keys and of
some of the function keys on typewriters, irrespective of
the size of the typewriters.?)

2 PRINTING KEYS

2.1 Arrangement of printing key rows

2.1.1 The printing keys shall be arranged in four transverse
rows stepped upwards from the front to the rear of the
machine. '

2.1.2 The key rows shall be mutually displaced trans-
versely so that the neighbouring keys of different rows are
aligned at an angle to the axis of a single row.

2.1.3 For the purpose of this International Standard the
four key rows shall be designated as follows, starting from
the bottom row (see the figure) :

lower letter row

middle letter row
upper letter row
numeral row

moow

2.2 Number of printing keys

2.2.1 The alphanumeric keyboards described in this
International Standard derive from a basic keyboard of
forty-four printing keys having the numerical references
1 to 44 shown in the figure.

2.2.2 Keyboards having forty-three printing keys shall
be obtained by omitting either key No. 1 or key No. 44
from the keyboard of forty-four keys (see the figure).
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2.2.3 Keyboards having more than forty-four printing
keys shall be obtained by adding keys in the following
order :

Key No. Position
45 D 12
46 c12
47 B 00
48 E 00

These keys are shown with a dotted outline in the figure,

2.3 Distance between printing keys

2.3.1. The transverse distance a (see the figure) between
the centres of adjacent keys of a row shall be constant in
each machine and equal to i

19+ 1 mm (0.75 £ 0.04 in)*

2.3.2 On electric typewriters, the longitudinal distance b
(see the figure) between the centres of the keys of two
adjacent rows shall be constant in each machine and equal
fo

19+ 1 mm (0.75 + 0.04 in)*

3 FUNCTION KEYS

3.1 Spacing key

Typewriters shall be provided with one or more spacing
keys in the form of elongated bars, parallel to the printing

key rows and below row B, All or part of the spacing

key(s) shall be in row A. (See example in the figure.)

1) For arrangement of alphabetic characters, digits, comma and fullstop, see 1SO 2126, Office chhines — Basic arrﬂﬁcmﬁénts

alphanumeric section of keyboards operated with both hands.
*  Tolerances shall not be cumulative.
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