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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Cinematograph Standards Committee and is a
revision of the 1976 edition.

In the original standard, published in 1954, the EXIT sign
was for use in cinemas, theatres and places of public
entertainment where externally illuminated signs are
inappropriate. The present standard no longer specifies
where they may be used.,

The standard continues to provide for only one style of
lettering, and only the word EXIT, The word EXIT has
the merit of giving the greatest legibility within the
smallest space and is in accord with prevailing practice.
Illuminated signs to indicate there is no means of egress
are undesirable becausé they might be misleading in
emergency situations.

Over the last decade the design and size of cinema
auditoria have altered, and in consequence it is thought
that there is no longer a need only for the large size
lettering specified in the original standard which is capable
of being read from a distance of over 36 m, and therefore
this revision allows for a smaller size of lettering for signs
for the modern studio type of auditorium.

The signs are intended to be illuminated by two systems
of lighting. Experiments have shown that the legibility is
appreciably influenced not merely by the magnitude but
by the uniformity of the luminance. Legibility is reduced
if the luminance is either too low or too high. Appropriate
figures are given in this standard.
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Prior to the 1976 edition the standard was confined to
box signs having an opaque front panel with illuminated
lettering in cut-out stencil form, and this is considered the
most effective type of sign for cinemas and other places
of public entertainment where the illuminance in the
auditoria is low. The 1976 edition permitted, however,
the incorporation of the sign, using the same design and
sizes of lettering, in a fascia board associated with an

exit doorway instead of in a box-type housing.

To meet requests from manufacturers this revision permits
signs having lettering of the same design and sizes as
hitherto, but with an illuminated front panel with

lettering that is either opaque or itluminated in a contrasting
colour.

Where two or more signs are provided in any one public
area the signs should be of the same type and the lettering
should be of the same size and colour.

The original specification provided for metal housings

and lettered panels in stencil form only. Provision has
been made for the use of plastics materials complying
with the requirements of the appropriate British Standard.
A sign with the rebate, as specified in the 1976 edition,
for holding the front panel with its accompanying diffuser
and colour filter and permitting their ready replacement
in the event of damage has been retained and designated
type A. Signs without this particular design of rebate,

but which may also permit replacement of the front
panels, etc. have been designated type B.

Self-luminous EXIT signs are specified in BS 4218,
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BS 2560 : 1978

British Standard Specification for

Exit signs (internally illuminated)

1. Scope

This British Standard relates to internaily illuminated
box type EXIT signs which are:
(a) internally illuminated by one or two separate
systems of lighting; wherever a sign is internally
illuminated by one system only, a separate external
illumination system is required;

(b) constructed for surface mounting; or capable of

being recessed into a wall; or designed to be rigidly

suspended from suitable brackets or fixings.
The standard also relates to EX!T signs which are
incorporated in fascias associated with EXIT doorways.
Signs incorporating the larger size of lettering are capable
of being viewed from a maximum distance of 36 m and
those with the smaller size of lettering from a maximum
distance of 18 m.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3. General

3.1 The design of the complete EXIT sign shall, where
applicable, meét the requirements of BS 4533 : Part 1.

3.2 The sign shall comprise an adequately ventilated

housing for use with internal iluminant(s), diffusing panel,

and a front panel showing the word EXIT (these panels
may, in certain circumstances, be integrated).
(See 8.1, 9.2.3 and clause 10.}

3.3 Provision shall be made for all metal parts of the sign
not intended to carry current, but capabie of doing so in
the event of an insulation fault, to be effectively earthed.

3.4 Plastics or similar materials, except the separate
colour filter {see clause 9), shall be of such a type that,
when tests are made in accordance with method 508A of
BS 2782 : 1970 on three consecutive specimens, the flame
does not reach the first mark and the duration of flame or
after-glow after the removal of the burner does not exceed
Bs.

4. Front panel

4.1 The external surface facing the direction from which
the sign is viewed shall have a matt or semi-matt surface
to avoid specular reflection. The colour of the external
surface of the panel shall be such that it affords an
effective contrast with the letters when the internal
illuminant(s) is extinguished and the sign is illuminated
solely by its external iliuminant, if provided, or by the
lighting maintained in the premises.

4.2 The style, proportions and spacing of the lettering
of the word EXIT shall be as shown in figure 1.

- 4.3 The position of the lettering on the panel shall be

as shown in figure 2.

4.4 The overall dimensions of the front panel shall be
412*9 mm x 187‘:3 mm when using the larger size of
lettering or 2673 mm x 137*3 mm when using the
smaller size of lettering.

4.5 Lettering of the smaller size may be incorporated
on panels 412 mm X 187‘:3 mm for use in existing

‘boxes.

4.6 Where the lettering only is internally illuminated,
the panel shall be of meétal or other suitable opaque
material.

4.7 Where the panel is internally illuminated it shall be of
transluscent plastics material and the letters shall be
opaque or, if transluscent, of a contrasting colour.

b. Front panel incorporated in a fascia board

5.1 Where the sign is incorporated in a fascia board,
the fascia and lettering shall comply with the
requirements of 4.1, 4.2 and 4.6.

5.2 Where the sign incorporated in a fascia is contained
within a housing, the housing shall comply with the
requirements of 10.1 to 10.4 inclusive and 10.7 to 10.9
inclusive.

5.3 The dimensions of the area surrounding the word
EXIT shall be not less than 412 mm X 187 mm when
using the smaller size lettering.

5.4 Where any other lettering is incorporated in the
fascia, such lettering shall be of a smaller size, of different.
style, proportions, spacing and colour from the word
EXIT, and shall be arranged to avoid confusion.

6. Front panel with a directional arrow

6.1 Directional arrows shall be of such a shape and size
that the direction which they are intended to indicate is
immediately apparent when they are seen at the maximum
viewing distance for which the accompanying EXIT sign
has been designed. The type of arrow depicted and its
illumination shall also be compatible with the rest of the
sign. A sign incorporating the small lettering and a
directional arrow may be accommodated on a panel
measuring 4123 mm x 1873 mm.

NOTE. A form of arrow generally similar to that used on road
signs and described in Traffic Signs Regulations and General

Directives is recommended but other foums of arrow are
acceptable provided that thev meet th nt:&se.
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