
BRITISH STANDARD BS 2588-2: 
1992

Portable sanitary pans 
for use in healthcare 
establishments —

Part 2: Specification for reusable pans 
for commode chairs

Confirmed 
December 2011

Full document details: BS 2588-2:1992

http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/00263233U
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-2588-2-1992
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-2588-2-1992


BS 2588-2:1992

This British Standard, having 
been prepared under the 
direction of the Health Care 
Standards Policy Committee, 
was published under the 
authority of the Standards 
Board and comes into effect on 
28 February 1992

© BSI 08-1999

The following BSI references 
relate to the work on this 
standard:
Committee reference HCC/21
Draft for comment 91/51368 DC

ISBN 0 580 20437 5

Committees responsible for this 
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted by the Health Care 
Standards Policy Committee (HCC/-) to Technical Committee HCC/21, upon 
which the following bodies were represented:

Association of Clinical Pathologists
Association of Sterilizer and Disinfector Equipment Manufacturers
British Glass Manufacturers’ Confederation
British Laboratory Ware Association
British Plastics Federation
Central Sterilising Club
Department of Health
Healthcare Sanitary Systems Association
Hospital Infection Society
Independent Healthcare Association
Infection Control Nurses Association
Institute of Hospital Engineering
Institute of Sterile Services Management
Joint Committee of Professional Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting 

Associations (England)
National Health Services
National Health Service Regional Engineers’ Association
Queen’s Nursing Institute
Royal College of Midwives
Royal College of Nursing
Royal College of Pathologists
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
Scottish Health Services

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments

Full document details: BS 2588-2:1992

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-2588-2-1992
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-2588-2-1992


BS 2588-2:1992

© BSI 08-1999 i

Contents

Page
Committees responsible Inside front cover
Foreword ii
1 Scope 1
2 Definitions 1
3 Classification of commode pans 1
4 Materials 1
5 Surface finish 1
6 Construction 3
7 Performance 4
8 Lid 4
9 Marking 4
Appendix A Information to be supplied by the purchaser 6
Appendix B Rim test (for type 1 commode pans only) 6
Appendix C Strength and stability tests for commode pans 6
Appendix D Temperature stability test 7
Figure 1 — Schematic diagram of the test arrangements 7
Table 1 — Test methods and requirements for plastics materials 2
Table 2 — Test methods and requirements for the durability
of the paint coatings on metal 3
Table 3 — Overall dimensions of commode pans 4
Publication(s) referred to Inside back cover

Full document details: BS 2588-2:1992

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-2588-2-1992
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-2588-2-1992


BS 2588-2:1992

ii © BSI 08-1999

Foreword

This Part of BS 2588 has been prepared under the direction of the Health Care 
Standards Policy Committee
The first edition of BS 2588, which was published in 1955, was prepared at the 
request of the Hospital Equipment Standards Advisory Committee of the British 
Standards Institution. In that edition, only the adult size Perfection1) type of bed 
pan was specified.
When considering the revision of BS 2588:1955, it was confirmed that the design 
criteria for bed pans were not wholly applicable to the portable sanitary pans to 
be used with commode chairs. Accordingly, it was agreed that the new edition of 
BS 2588 should be prepared in two Parts with Part 1 specifying the requirements 
for bed pans, and this Part (Part 2) specifying two types of portable pan for use in 
commode chairs.
Type 1 pans are designed with a lip which rests on supporting bearers in the 
commode chair. Type 2 pans are designed with the base supported by a level 
surface at between 100 mm and 150 mm beneath the commode seat. The sizes of 
the pans are compatible with the dimensions specified for WC seats specified in 
BS 1254, and with bed pan washer disinfectors specified in BS 2745.
NOTE Although this specification has not been drafted to cover portable commode pans for use with 
mobile sanitary chairs complying with BS 4751 which have been fitted with a suitable cradle or 
support frame, the commode pans are capable of use with such chairs. Also a pan specified in this Part 
of BS 2588 may be used as a bed pan but it should also comply with the requirements of Part 1.

Two grades of bed pan are specified. Grade A pans, which are capable of 
withstanding heat sterilization at 134 °C, are specified for those who need a 
sterilizable pan; grade B pans, which will withstand heat disinfection at 100 °C, 
are satisfactory for most purposes.
This Part of BS 2588 specifies performance and marking requirements for 
reusable pans for commode chairs. It also specifies the surface finish as the 
quality of finish is of particular importance from the standpoint of ease of 
cleaning and disinfection and of resistance to corrosion.
It has been assumed in the drafting of this standard that the tests for assessing 
compliance will be carried out by those who are appropriately qualified or under 
the supervision of experienced personnel.
If the quality of a product can be assured only by in-process control, the user of 
this standard may wish to consider product certification. Where in-process 
quality control is not appropriate the user of this standard may wish to consider 
assessed capability.
Product certification. Users of this British Standard are advised to consider the 
desirability of third party certification for product conformity with this 
British Standard based on testing and continuing surveillance, which may be 
coupled with assessment of a supplier’s quality systems against the appropriate 
Part of BS 5750.
Enquiries as to the availability of third party certification schemes will be 
forwarded by BSI to the Association of Certification Bodies. If a third party 
certification scheme does not already exist, users should consider approaching an 
appropriate body from the list of Association members.
Assessed capability. Users of this British Standard are advised to consider the 
desirability of assessment and registration of a supplier’s quality systems against 
the appropriate Part of BS 5750 by a third party certification body.

1) “Perfection” is a term widely recognized by the industry concerned to indicate a specific shape 
of bed pan.
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A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 8, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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