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BS 2629 : Part 1: 1989

Foreword

This Part of BS 2629 has been prepared under the direction
of the Packaging and Freight Containers Standards Policy
Committee. It is a revision of BS 2629 : Part 1 : 1967
which is withdrawn.

The revision is closely based on 1SO 6780 : 1989 ‘General
purpose flat pallets for through transit of goods — Principal
dimensions and tolerances’ published by the International
Organization for Standardization (1SO). Nominal plan
dimensions specified in 1SO 6780 have been adopted, but
modifications have been made in this British Standard in
respect of tolerances.

The pallet sizes specified relate to the unit load sizes
recommended in BS 6884, which itself is based on

I1SO 3676-1983. It is recognized that these pallet sizes are
unlikely to cover all requirements because of the substantial
differences in sizes, shapes and densities of products,
variety in handling devices, trade practices, etc.

An appendix gives illustrations of different pallet types,
identifying the vertical dimensions specified. This appendix
is included for information only.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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Specification

1 Scope

This Part of BS 2629 specifies overall dimensions with
tolerances for single-deck and double-deck non-reversible
pallets for through transit of goods, together with
dimensions related to their handling by pallet trucks,

fork lift trucks and other appropriate handling equipment.

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the definitions
given in BS 6637 apply.

3 Dimensions

3.1 Plan dimensions

3.1.1 The nominal overall plan dimensions of pallets shall
be one of the following:
(a) 1200 mm x 1000 mm: pallet size corresponding to
the preferred modular unit
load size of 1200 mm X
1000 mm (see BS 6884);

pallet size corresponding to
the recognized unit load size
of 1200 mm x 800 mm

(see BS 6884);

(c) 1140 mm x 1140 mm: pallet size corresponding to
the recognized square unit
load size of 1140 mm X
1140 mm (see BS 6884),
which is derived from the
internal width of 1SO series 1
general purpose freight
containers

(b) 1200 mm x 800 mm:

3.1.2 The limits of tolerance on the nominal overall plan
dimensions given in 3.1.1 shall be *3 mm.

3.2 Vertical dimensions for lifting devices

3.2.1 The entries for the forks of fork lift trucks and the
fingers of pallet trucks shall be not less than 98 mm high,
except for pallets with free entries where they shall be not
less than 95 mm high.

3.2.2 If notches for the forks of fork lift trucks are
provided, the distance from the top of the notch to the
ground shall be not less than 55 mm. The distance from

the top of the notch to the base of the stringer itself shall
not exceed 45 mm.
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3.2.3 The distance from the underside of the lowest
element of the top deck to the ground shall not exceed
either:

(a) 127 mm for partial four-way pallets and double-

deck pallets with free entries; or

(b) 156 mm, for full perimeter base pallets.

NOTE. With hygroscopic materials the dimensions stated in 3.2.1,
3.2.2 and 3.2.3 relate to an average moisture content of 20 + 2 %.

3.3 Horizontal dimensions of the entries and openings for
lifting devices

3.3.1 The arrangements and horizontal dimensions of the
entries for the forks of fork lift trucks and the fingers of
pallet trucks shall be as shown in figure 1 and as given in
table 1 (for two-way and four-way pallets) and in figure 2
and in table 2 (for partial four-way pallets).

3.3.2 The arrangements and the dimensions of the
openings in the bottom deck of pallets to allow the use of
pallet trucks shall be as shown in figure 1 and as given in
table 1 (for two-way and four-way pallets) and in figure 2
and in table 2 (for partial four-way pallets).

3.4 Dimensions of bottom deck members
The thickness of the members of the bottom deck of a
pallet shall not exceed 28 mm, to facilitate entry of the
finger-wheels of a pallet truck. If the thickness exceeds
10 mm, the leading and trailing edges of the members of
the bottom deck shall be chamfered on each side of the
top face as follows:
(a) the angle between the chamfered face and the
horizontal shall be 40 +5°;
(b) the height of the vertical face of the member shall
not exceed either:
(1) 15 mm, for wood; or
(2) 10 mm, for other materials.

3.5 Dimensions specific to wing pallets
The width of the wing shall be not less than 65 mm.

3.6 Bearing surface of bottom deck of double-deck pallets
The bearing surface of the element or elements of the

bottom deck shall be equal to or greater than 35 % of
the nominal overall plan dimensions.

NOTE. 35 % should be regarded as the absolute minimum and
should be increased wherever practicable.

3.7 Squareness

At the time of manufacture the difference in length of the
two diagonals shall not exceed 13 mm.
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