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Tais BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Mechanical Engineering Industry Standards Committee,
was published under the authority of the Executive Board
on 11 November, 1970.

SBN: 580 06154 X

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
- provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries
concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review,
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 9,000,
fully indexed and with a note of the contents of each, will be
found in the BSI Catalogue which may be purchased from
BSI Sales Department, The Catalogue may be consulted in
many public libraries and similar institutions.

This standard makes reference to the following British
Standards:

BS 2629. Pallets for materials handling for through transit.
Part 1. Dimensions, materials and marking.

BS 3810. Glossary of terms used in materials handling.
Part 1. Terms used in connection with pallets,
stillages, hand and powered trucks. :

BS 3951. Freight containers.

.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue either

of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important that

users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in

possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:

Comnmittee-reference MEE/113, Draft for comment 69/11264.
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Mechanical Engineering - Industry Standards Committee,
under whose supervision this British Standard was prepared,
consists of representatives from the following Government
departments and scientific and industrial organizations:
Associated Offices’ Technical Committee
Association of Consulting Engineers
Association of Mining Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
Board of Trade
British Chemical Plant Manufacturers’ Association
British Compressed” Air Society
British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association
British Gear Manufacturers’ Association
British Internal Combustion Engine Manufacturers® Association
British. Iron and Stee! Federation
British Mechanical Engineering Federation
British Pump Manufacturers' Association
Crown Agents for Oversea Governments and Administrations
Electricity Council, the Central Electricity Generating Board and
the Area Boards in England and Wales
*Engineering Equipment Users™ Association
Gas Council
Institute of Marine Engineers
Institution of Civil Engineers
: Institution of Gas Engineers
Institution of Heating and Ventilating Engineers
Institution of Mechanica! Engineers
Institution of Mechanical Engineers (Automobile Division)
*Institution. of Production Engineers
Locomotive and Allied Manufacturers® Association of Great Britain
London Transport Board
Machine Too! Trades Association
Ministry of Defence
Ministry of Labour (H.M. Factory Inspectorate) -
Ministry of Power
Ministry of Public Building and Works
Ministry of Technology—National Engineering Laboratory
*Ministry of Transport
*National Coal Board
National Physical Laboratory (Ministry of Technology)
Radio Industry Councii
Royal Institute of British Architects
The Government department and scientific and industrial
organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together
with the following, were directly represented on the committee
entrusted with the preparation of this British Standard:
British Industrial Truck Association
British Wood Preserving Association
Chamber of Shipping of United Kingdom
Chemical Industries Association
Confederation of British Industry
Dock and Harbour Authorities’ Association
Electronic Valve and Semi-Conductor Manufacturers’ Association
Food Manufacturers' Federation Incorporated
Institute of Packaging
Ministry of Defence, Army Department
Ministry of Defence, Navy Department
National Association of Port Employers
National Federation of Wholesale Grocers’ and Provision
Merchants' Associations
0il Companies Materials Association .
Research Association for the Paper & Board, Printing & Packaging
Industries (PIRA)
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders
Timber Container Federation
Timber Research and Development Association
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BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR

PALLETS FOR MATERIALS HANDLING
' FOR THROUGH TRANSIT

Part 2. Recommendations for pallets
for use in freight containers

FOREWORD

This Part of BS 2629 has been prepared under the authority of the Mechanical
Engineering Industry Standards Committee at the specific request of the BSI
committee which is concerned with both the national and international aspects
of dimensional co-ordination in relation to the carriage of merchandise by all
forms of surface transport.

The development of 1SO agreements covering both the external and internal
dimensions of general purpose freight containers has indicated that some of the
ISO agreed plan sizes of pallets*, if used in freight containers, do not provide
for satisfactory utilization of the internal volume. In this context it should be
noted that the ISO technical committee concerned with packégjng (ISO/TC 122
‘Packaging’) is particularly concerned with the development of unit load modules
compatible with the economic carriage and handling of goods. i

This Part of the standard’ accordingly provides guidance on the plan sizes
of pallets which are considered the most suitable for use inside the three largest
sizes of freight containers, designated A, B and Ct in BS 39511, it being con-
sidered that the smaller sizes are unlikely to be:frequently loaded with unit
loads. The plan dimensions given are the maxima which can reasonably be
accommodated in those general purpose freight containers having the minimum
internal dimensions stated in Appendix A. In arriving at these pallet sizes
account has been faken of the need to provide maximum use of container floor
area compatible with -the requisite clearances for loading and unloading the
container by as wide a range as possible of handling equipment. The clearances
considered are in the order of 50 mm; marginally higher utilization may be
obtained where tolerances and other factors are favourable, but cannot, in
general, be relied upon. .

It is emphasized that the sizes of pallets recommended in this Part of the
standard are for use in general purpose freight containers, and are not necessarily
economic when used in insulated or refrigerated containers if the internal
dimensions of such containers are less than the values in Table 1.

* Given in ISO/R 198, * Double-deck flat pallets for through transit of goods ', and ISO/R
329, * Large pallets for through transit of goods *.

1 These sizes are designated tA, IB and IC respectively in ISO/R 668 * Dimensions and
ratings of freight containers ' .

1 BS 3951, *Freight containers’
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