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British Standard
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Foreword

This Part of BS 2646 has been prepared under the direction of the Laboratory
Apparatus Standards Policy Committee. It provides guidance on the planning
and installation of laboratory autoclaves specified in Part 1 of this standard.

It covers the installation of autoclaves for sterilization of materials and goods
including those which may be contaminated with organisms categorized in
Hazard Groups 1, 2 and 3 (see footnote to clause 1). It does not cover materials
infected with any organisms in Hazard Group 4.

Autoclaves covered by BS 2646 are not intended for the sterilization of goods or
fluids directly concerned with patient care nor for fabrics subjected to
sterilization which are required to be dry at the end of the cycle. Sterilizers
suitable for those applications are covered by BS 3970.

This revision of BS 2646 will comprise several separate Parts as follows:
— Part 1: Specification for design and construction,
— Part 2: Guide to planning and installation;
— Part 3: Guide to safe use and operation;
— Part 4: Guide to maintenance;
— Part 5: Specification for functional design and performance.
Part 1 was published in 1988 and Parts 3 to 5 are in preparation.

It is anticipated that autoclaves to which this standard applies will be used for
the following processes:

a) liquids sterilization (see 2.2).
b) equipment and glassware sterilization (see 2.3).
¢) make-safe (see 2.4).

An analysis of all the factors covered in this Part of BS 2646 should be carried out
at the earliest possible planning stage.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and 11,
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on

the inside front cover. Documents
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