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BS 2747 : 1986

Foreword ()

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Textiles and Clothing Standards Committee and
forms a fourth revision of the standard first published in
1956 and revised in 1964, 1967 and 1980. It supersedes

BS 2747 : 1980 which is withdrawn.

The previous edition of BS 2747 set out a series of graphical
symbols, together with additional words to be used on and
in relation to textile articles so as to convey advice about
the cleansing and care of the article.

Since 1980 changes have occurred in the technology of

textiles, washing machines, detergents and dry cleaning

systems as well as in domestic wash habits so that a revision

of textile care labelling was appropriate on these grounds

alone. In addition however, the increasing volume of trade,

particularly with the UK’s main trading partners in the EEC,

made it even more necessary to reach agreement or at least ‘
compatibility with other national care labelling systems and

especially those in the rest of Europe.

The major changes introduced into this revision are as
follows.
{a) Elimination of the wash process code numbers used
to describe optimum washing conditions or machine
wash programmes. The reasons for this change are firstly
to make the system simpler and easier to use in the UK
{especially for the mixed load situation} and secondly to
permit harmonization with other national care labelling
systems.
(b} Introduction of the use of words to explain the
meaning of the symbols, many of which had proved
difficult to understand by UK consumers.

(c) Deletion of wash programmes that were infrequently
used.
(d} Introduction of a bar in conjunction with the wash-
tub (synthetics cycle) to indicate programmes with
reduced action and introduction of a broken bar in
conjunction with the wash-tub {(wool cycle) to indicate ‘
a programme with much reduced mechanical action.
Introduction of a washing symbol or symbols at 30 °C has
been considered, but the responsible committee feels that
there is insufficient use to justify inclusion at the present
time. Consideration will be given to preparing an amend-
ment fater if the need arises.

At the time of publication of this British Standard no
corresponding international standard exists. Work is in
progress and appendix A gives the relationship of BS 2747
with international care labelling schemes.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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BS 2747 : 1986

Code of practice

1 Scope

This British Standard establishes a system of graphical
symbols and phrases to explain and augment the symbols,
intended for use in the permanent marking of textile
articles, providing information essential for their care.

The use of these symbols and phrases in care labelling is
described. It indicates the criteria for the ability of articles
to undergo the appropriate treatments and lists the terms
that may be used to provide additional information.

The following treatments are covered: washing, bleaching,
ironing, dry cleaning, and drying (after washing). The
standard is applicable to all textile articles including
accessories and trims in the form in which they are supplied
to the consumer.,

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard are
listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard, the following
definitions apply.

2.1 textile articles. Yarn, piece goods and made-up articles
principally in textile materials, including any non-textile
materials present such as buttons, fasteners and trims,

2.2 washing. A process designed to clean textile articles in
an aqueous medium.

NOTE. Washing includes some or all the foliowing operations:
soaking, pre-washing, washing proper (carried out usually with
heating, mechanical action and washing products) rinsing and water
extraction, i.e. spinning or wringing performed during and/or at the
end of the previous processes. These operations can be carried out
by machine or by hand (see clause 5).

2.3 chlorine-based bleaching. A process carried out in an
aqueous medium before, during or after the washing
process, requiring the use of a chlorine-based bleach for the
purpose of removal of stains and the improvement of
whiteness.

2.4 ironing and pressing. A process carried out on the
article to restore its shape and appearance, by means of an
appropriate appliance.

2.5 dry cleaning. A process for cleaning textile articles by
means of immersion in organic solvents. This process
consists of pre-spotting (if necessary), cleaning proper,
rinsing, spinning, drying, spotting and restoring to shape.

2.6 drying (after washing). A process carried out on a
textile article after washing, with the intention of removing
residual water,

-
_3. Description and definition of symbols

JAN

Five basic outlines of symbols are provided as shown in (a)
to {e).

{a) For the washing process, a wash-tub as shown in the

figure below,

=

The wash-tub when used as shown above or in conjunc-
tion with a bar, broken bar or hand, together with the
appropriate required phrase, denotes washing processes

as follows.

Required phrases Symbol

‘Wash in cotton
cycle’ or

‘Wash in cotton
programme’ or
‘Wash as cotton’

[

‘Wash in synthetics
cycle’ or

‘Wash in synthetics
programme’ or
‘Wash as synthetics’

“Wash in wool
«cycle’ or

fWash in wool
jprogramme’ or
“Wash as wool” |

Handwash

g 0

Description of process .

Mechanical
action normal
Rinsing normal
Spinning normal

Mechanical
action reduced
Rinsing with
gradual cooling
before spinning
Spinning reduced

Mechanical
action much
reduced

Rinsing normal
Spinning normal

Handwash ‘

Do not machine
wash

Maximum
temperature of
wash: 40 °C
Washtime: short
Wash, rinse and
gently squeeze
by hand

Do not wring

(b) For the chlorine-based bleaching process, a triangle

as shown in the figure below.
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{c} For the ironing process, an iron shape as shown in
the figure below.

I

{d) For the dry cleaning process, a circle as shown in the
figure below.

O

The circle when used in conjunction with a bar, as shown
below, denotes a dry cleaning process with certain
restrictions concerning mechanical action and/or drying
temperature,

'O

{e) For the tumble drying after washing process, a circle
in a square as shown in the figure below.

7\
O

(f) The bar (mmm) indicates in (a) reduced mechanical
action, rinsing with gradual cooling before spinning and
reduced spinning, and in {d) certain restrictions concern-
ing mechanical action and/or drying temperature.

(g) The double bar (mm =) indicates in (a) only, much
reduced mechanical action but normal rinsing and
spinning.

(h) In addition to the five symbols shown in {a} to (¢},
the diagonal cross superimposed on any of the symbols
means that the treatment represented by that symbol
should not be used.

NOTE. In all cases, these symbols may be accompanied by
written descriptions of the process in addition to the required
phrases in clause 3(a} and may also be accompanied by additional
information, and/or general cautionary instructions taken from
the terminology in appendix B.

BS 2747 : 1986

4 Application of care instructions

4.1 The instructions provided should indicate the most
severe conditions the article can safely withstand and this

will normally also be the optimum care treatment for the
article.

4.2 Only relevant instructions need be included. Thus,
for example, in the case of the many textile articles which
can be machine washed safely and which are not sensitive
to chlorine bleach, to dry cleaning or tumble drying it is
sufficient to include only the wash symbol (plus required
phrase) and the iron symbol {plus optional phrase).

4.3 The required phrases shown in table 1 should
accompany the washing symbols and the optional phrases
shown in tables 2 to 5 may also accompany the symbols.
Any special precautions not conveyed by the symbols and
phrases in tables 1 to 6 should be conveyed in words using,
where possible, the terms used in appendix B,

4.4 The code is so constructed that the consumer, when
compiling ‘mixed loads’ (i.e. a mixture of articles with
different care labels), can always wash articles at lower
temperatures with similarly labelled articles. For example,
a mixture of articles labelled with a bar, for washing at
different temperatures, can be washed together at the
lowest of those temperatures.

4.5 Articles are assumed to be safe to all normal cleaning,

drying and ironing procedures unless indicated to the
contrary.

4.6 Care instructions should be permanently and visibly
indicated on the textile articles, except in the case of very
small articles, where the use of a label would be detrimental
to the product.

5 Washing symbols

The washing symbols and required phrases, together with
the written descriptions of the processes they represent are
given in table 1.
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Table 1. Washing symbols

Raquired phrase

Description of process

'Wash in cotton cycle’ or
‘Wash in cotton programme’ or
‘Wash as cotton’

Maximum temperature of wash : 95 °C
Mechanical action normal

Rinsing normal

Spinning normal *

‘Wash in cotton cycle’ or
‘Wash in cotton programme’ or
‘Wash as cotton’

Maximum temperature of wash: 60 °C
Mechanical action normal

Rinsing normal

Spinning normal®

‘Wash in synthetics cycle’ or
‘Wash in synthetics programme’ or
‘Wash as synthetics’

Maximum temperature of wash: 50 °C
Mechanical action reduced

Rinsing with gradual cooling before spinning
Spinning reduced®

‘Wash in cotton cycle’ or
‘Wash in cotton programme’ or
‘Wash as cotton’

Maximum temperature of wash: 40 °C
Mechanical action normal

Rinsing normal

Spinning normal®

‘Wash in synthetics cycle’ or
‘Wash in synthetics programme’ or
‘Wash as synthetics’

Maximum temperature of wash: 40 °C
Mechanical action reduced

Rinsing with gradual cooling before spinning
Spinning reduced*

‘Wash in wool cycle’ or
‘Wash in wool programme’ or
‘Wash as wool’

£ E EE E E

Maximum temperature of wash: 40 °C
Mechanical action much reduced
Rinsing: normal

Spinning normal™

Do not wring by hand

Hand wash

Hand wash

Do not machine wash

Maximum temperature of wash: 40 °C
Wash time: short

Wash, rinse and gently squeeze by hand
Do not wring

K &

Do not wash

*If the article is to be drip dried, remove from machine before final spin.
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