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Copyright

Users of British Standards are reminded that’ copynght subsists in all BSI publications. No part of this pubhcatlon may be
reproduced in any form without the prior permission in writing of BSI, This does not preclude the free use, in the course of
implementing the standard, of necessary detaﬂs such as symbols and size, type or grade designations. Enquiries should be
addressed to the BSI Secretariat. :

Contract requirements
Attention is drawn to the fact that this British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract.

Revision of British Standards

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review. Suggestions
for improvements will be recorded and in due course brought to the notice of the committees charged with the revision of the
standards to which they refer.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue either of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important that .
users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest amendments or editions. Full information on all

BSI pubhcatlons, numbering over 9000 will be found in the BSI Catalogue. This mformatlon is supplemented by details published

each month in BSI News of new pubhcatlons, revisions and amendments.

BSI News is available to Subscnbmg Members of the Institution. All other publications may be purchased dlrect from Sales
Department. Enquiries concerning subscribing membership, which has considerable advantages, will be welcomed; and should be
made to Subscriptions Department. Both departments are located at:

Linford Wood, Milton Keynes MK14 6LE (Telephone 0908 320033; Telex 825777).

The following BSI reference relates to the work on this standard:
Committee reference PEB/5

Co-operating organizations

The Builders’ Plant and Equipment Industry Standards Committee, under whose supervision this British Standard was prepared,
consists of representatives from the following Government departments and scientific and industrial organizations:

British Mechanical Engineering Federation Federation of Manufacturers of Construction Equipment and .
Concrete Society Cranes
Contractors’ Plant Association * National Association of Scaffolding Contractors
*Department of Employment (H.M. Factory Inspectorate) * National Federation of Building Trades Employers
Department of the Environment . National Federation of Building Trades Operatives
Department of the Environment Building Research Royal Institute of British Architects
Establishment Truck and Ladder Manufacturers’ Association

Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors

The Government department and industrial organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the following,
were directly represented on the committee entrusted with the preperation of this British Standard:

Association of Boiler Setters, Chimney and Furnace London Construction Safety Group
_Constructors National Federation of Master Steeplejacks and Lightning
Federation of Painting Contractors Conductor Engineers
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Foreword
This British Standard has been prepared under the authority of the Builders’ Plant' and Equipment Industry
Standards Committee and was first issued in 1957. =
The purpose of the first issue was to provide a specification for a form of suspended safety chair, as an '

alternative to the traditional boatswain’s chair, and to give some guidance in the way of using it. It was not
intended, however, to exclude the use of the boatswain’s chair where circumstances were such that it was
impracticable to use the chair specified but it is necessary to.provide suitable means to prevent any occupant
falling out.
Developments in the design of safety chairs and use of new materials necessitated thé preparation of a
revision in 1967 based primarily on safety requirements, thus enabling a wide variety of different designs of chair
to be supplied which will meet the standard. The 1967 revision introduced a new section to cover manually
operated cradles for light general purpose use in the building and constructional engineering industries,
The present edition has been prepared in accordance with the change to the metric system in the construction
industry. Values are now expressed only in metric teris, The opportunity has been taken to update the references
throughout and in the design test for suspended safety chairs the distribution area of 200 mm diameter over which
- the load is to be applied has been increased to 400 mm diameter for practical reasons; otherwise this revision is
technically identical to the previous edition.
Attention is drawn to the following legislation, which applies to the use of safety chairs and cradles:
Factories Act 1961
The Construction (Working Places) Regulations 1966, SI 1966 No 94
The Construction (Lifting Operations) Regulations 1961, SI 1961 No 1581
Where relevant, the metric values adopted in this standard are consistent with the metric equlvalents required 5
to comply with the Construction Safety Regulations (see Technical Data Note 22 published by Department of .
Employment, HM Factory Inspectorate).
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