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Foreword é

This British Standard was prepared under the direction of
the Health Care Standards Committee at the request of the
Department of Health and Social Security and is based on
data obtained at the Laboratory of the Government Chemist.
It supersedes BS 2938 : 1961 which is withdrawn.

The main differences between this and the 1961 edition are
as follows.

{a) The chemical composition clause has been modified
and extended to encompass the newer types of amalgam
alloys.

(b} Mechanical amalgamation of the alioy, instead of

amalgamation by hand, has been specified for the

purpose of specimen preparation for the determination

of mechanical and physical properties. To this end,

the manufacturer is now required to state the exact _
conditions under which his alloys result in amalgams '
which meet all the requirements of this standard.

{c) Specimen condensation is by a mechanical method
instead of by the manual incremental method.

(d) The requirements for dimensional change on
hardening have been modified.

{e) The plastic deformation (flow) test has been replaced
by a compressive strength test on specimens stored for
1hat37°C.

{f} A creep test on specimens stored for 7 days at 37 °c
has been introduced.
The standard does not cover the subject of biological
compatibility and no attempt has been made to lay down
criteria intended to ensure freedom from toxicological
hazards. However, in this connection BS 5828 may be
found useful in assessing possible risks associated with new
alloys.
Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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