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Tius BriTisti STANDARD, having been approved by the Fine
and Heavy Chemicals Industry Standards Committee and

endorsed by the chairman of the Chemical Divisional Council,

wits published under the authority of the General Council on

31st December, 1957,

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract,

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries con-
cerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review.
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged
with the revision of the standards to which they refer,

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 2500,
indexed and cross-indexed for reference, together with an
abstract ol each standard, will be found in the Institution’s
Yearbook, price 135s.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue
either of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important
that users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in
possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following B.S.I. references relate to the work on this standard;
Committes relerence FHCH and FHC/4/7
. Dratt tor comment CV(ECC) 8918
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Fine and Heavy Chemicals Industry Standards
Committee, under whose supervision this British
Standard was prepared, consists of representatives
from the following Government- departments and
industrial organizations:

*Association of British Chemical Manufacturers
Board of Trade
British Iron and Steel Federation
British Railways, The British Transport Commission
Fertilizer Munufacturers’ Association
Gas Council
Institution of Gas Engineers :
Ministry of Health
*Ministry of Supply
National Sulphuric Acid Association

The Government department and industrial organiza-
tion marked with an asterisk in the above list, together
with the following, were directly represented on the
committecs entrusted with the preparation of this
British Standard:

Admiralty

Association of Cellulose Lacquer Manufacturers
British Plastics Federation

Department of the Government Chemist
National Paint Federation

Oil and Colour Chemists’ Association
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain

Royal [nstitute of Chemistry

Society for Analytical Chemistry

Society of Chemical Industry

Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders Ltd,
An individual manufacturer
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B.S. 2941 : 1957

BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR
PARAFORMALDEHYDE

FOREWORD

This standard forms one of a series of British Standards for solvents and
allied products, It has been prepared to meet the demand for a grade of
material of reliable quality for use in plastics and chemical manufacture
generally,

The method for the determination of aldehyde content given in
Appendix E, using sodium sulphite, was chosen by the Committce on
grounds of speed and general convenience, following a scrics of collabora-
tive tests using this method and that employing hydrogen peroxide, which
indicated that the two mcthods were equally precise. The method gives
slightly lower results than the peroxide method. In this method, cthanol

\  may be replaced by industrial methylated spirits, 66 degrees O.P. complying

with B.S. 3591, * Industrial methyvl- ated spmts *. 1t should be noted that
the use of industrial mcth\l;\lcd spirits is govemed by The Meth)l‘\th

Spirits Regulations |9§i (S.1. 1952, No, 2230).

SPECIFICATION
DESCRIPTION

1, British Standard paraformaldehyde* shall be in the form of lumps,
powder or flakes, as agreed between purchaser and vendor. It shall be
white in colour and free from visible impurities and shall consist essentially
of polymerized formaldehyde, HO(HCHO). H.

AsHl
2. ‘The material shall not leave more than 0-10 per cent by weight of ash,
when tested in the manner described in Appendix A.
MATTER INSOLUBLE IN WATER

3. The material shall not leave more than 010 per cent by weight of
matter insoluble in water, when tested in the manner described in
Appendix B.

ACIDITY
4. 'The material shall not contain more than 0:05 per cent by weight of

acid, calculated as formic acid, HCOOH, and dclcrmmed in the manner
dcscrlbcd in Appendix C,

* ‘I'his name is approved by the International Union of Pure and Applied Clicuiis ")Documents
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